Study: HPV Status Is
Recommended for Staging
System

In a recent abstract praised by the
American Society of Clinical On-
cology, Johns Hopkins researchers
propose that human papillo-
mavirus (HPV) status should be a
stratification factor in future clini-
cal trials and should be included in
the system used for staging head
and neck cancers.

In a multicenter phase II clinical
trial, researchers reviewed data on
patients with head and neck squa-
mous cell cancers. They found that
HPV-positive patients responded
better to concomitant chemoradia-
tion when compared to HPV-neg-
ative patients.
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The abstract received the 2007
American Society of Clinical On-
cology (ASCO) Bradley Stuart
Beller Foundation Fellowship Merit
Award. This award was established
in 1985 to recognize the top ab-
stract submitted by a fellow, as de-
termined by the Scientific Program
Committee. The manuscript is cur-
rently under review for publication.
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