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Dr. Sanders is an assistant professor in the Division of General Pediatrics & Adolescent
Medicine at the Johns Hopkins University. She is board certified in adolescent medicine,
internal medicine and pediatrics and serves on the Editorial Board of the American Board
of Pediatrics, Adolescent Medicine Subboard. She is the Associate Interdisciplinary Training
Director of the Leadership in Education Adolescent Health Program, co‐Director of the
Center for AIDS Research (CFAR) Adolescent and Young Adult Scientific Working Group,
Director of the Harriet Lane Clinic Youth‐PrEP Clinic, and co‐Principal Investigator of the
Johns Hopkins Adolescent Trials Network Site. She has a K23 NIH award to explore the
impact of first same‐sex sexual experiences in adolescent African American males on sexual
satisfaction/pleasure, subsequent sexual behavior and risk for sexually transmitted
infections, including HIV. Her other work focuses on prevention of HIV in adolescents, with
a particular focus on HIV testing, pre‐exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), and expansion of clinical
services for sexual and gender minority youth of color. She has served as a consultant to
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as representative for Maryland
Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics to the Maryland General Assembly to make
recommendations regarding HIV testing laws in Maryland, and has worked with the
Baltimore City Health Department to improve HIV testing strategies in African American
men who have sex with men (MSM). She serves as President of the Chesapeake Region of
the Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine (SAHM); Community Protocol Project
Director of Connect to Protect, and other community‐based strategies of the Johns Hopkins
Adolescent Trials Network Site; Co‐Leader of LGBT SAHM Special Interest Group; and is
currently involved with graduate medical education efforts to develop educational
curriculums focused on sexual and gender minority health.

2

Sharon Bord is an assistant professor in the Department of Emergency Medicine at the
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. She attended medical school at The George
Washington University School of Medicine and then completed residency training at Boston
Medical Center. She has a focus on both undergraduate and graduate medical education
and is a member of the Teaching College, a group of faculty in the Department of
Emergency Medicine dedicated to educational endeavors for both residents and medical
students. She serves as the co‐director for the required medical student clerkship and
subinternship in Emergency Medicine and has been integral in developing new curriculum
and exam material including an observed structured clinical exam(OSCE). Her research is in
the area of medical education with a focus on student assessment. On a national level she
is member of CORD(Committee of Residency Directors) and CDEM(Clerkship Directors in
Emergency Medicine). Additionally, she is on the editorial board for a board review
question book. She is a fellow of the American College of Emergency Physicians. In her free
time she enjoys spending time with family and staying active.
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Emily F. Boss, MD, MPH, FACS (nee Rudnick) is an Associate Professor of Otolaryngology at Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine, Associate Professor of Health Policy and Management in the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, and core faculty within the Johns Hopkins Center
for Health Services and Outcomes Research and the Armstrong Institute for Patient Safety and
Quality. She is the Director of Pediatric Surgical Quality and Safety in the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
Children’s Center. Her clinical interests include all aspects of pediatric otolaryngology, however she
has particular interest in sleep‐disordered breathing (snoring and sleep apnea in children), speech
and swallowing disorders in children, pediatric airway disorders, and congenital and pediatric
sinusitis.
Dr. Boss’s research focus is on patient experience, health disparities, and surgical outcomes and
utilization. She is a K08 Grantee of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality for patient‐
centered outcomes research evaluating quality of care and decision‐making for elective pediatric
surgery. She is also a 2014 American Academy of Otolaryngology—Head and Neck Surgery
Foundation Cochrane Scholar, and is the recipient of a 2014 American Society of Pediatric
Otolaryngology Career Development Award to explore shared decision‐making in pediatric surgery
and otolaryngology. She is the author or co‐author of more than 50 peer‐reviewed articles and
chapters.
Dr. Boss is active in the healthcare quality landscape. Along with her role as Pediatric Surgical
Quality Director, she is the physician champion for patient satisfaction in the Johns Hopkins
Otolaryngology Department. She is the surgeon champion for the American College of Surgeon’s
National Surgical Quality Improvement Program‐Pediatric (NSQIP‐P) at Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine. She also chairs the national NSQIP‐P Pediatric Otolaryngology taskforce. She is
an active member of the AAO‐HNSF Patient Safety and Quality Improvement committee, ASPO
Safety and Quality and Research committees, AAO‐HNSF Guidelines Taskforce, and a quality liaison
to the AAO‐HNSF Physician, Payment, and Policy advisory workgroup.
In addition to her medical training, Dr. Boss received her undergraduate degree from Northwestern
University, and her Master’s in Public Health at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health.
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Janine Bullard, MD, is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics in the Division of Neonatology.
She graduated with a BS from the University of Virginia and obtained her MD degree from
the University of North Carolina. She completed her pediatric residency and neonatal
fellowship at Johns Hopkins in 2006. Her role in the Division is split between education, as
the Associate Director of the Fellowship Program, and quality improvement activities. She
serves as the Medical Director of Neonatal Respiratory Care and Director of the Prenatal
Consultative Service. She has lead the neonatal performance improvement
multidisciplinary group since 2009 and implemented several evidence‐based guidelines to
improve the quality and safety of infants within the NICU. She works closely with the
maternal fetal medicine and fetal therapy to develop a comprehensive approach to
counseling families prenatally with significant fetal abnormalities to provide state‐of‐the art
patient and family centered care. Additionally, she works with an obstetrical counterpart to
improve trainee physician and nurse resuscitation skills through an interdisciplinary and
multidisciplinary simulation‐based curriculum at both the Johns Hopkins East Baltimore
and Bayview Hospital Campuses.
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Namandjé N. Bumpus received a PhD in pharmacology from the University of Michigan and
trained as a postdoctoral fellow at The Scripps Research Institute in La Jolla, CA. Namandjé
is currently an associate professor in the Department of Medicine – Division on Clinical
Pharmacology and the Department of Pharmacology & Molecular Sciences at The Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine. She is also the associate dean for institutional and
student equity. Her research program is focused on defining the contribution of drug
metabolism to the pharmacology and toxicology of drugs used to treat and prevent HIV
infection. In her work within the area of educational equity, a primary focus of Namandjé's
work is to provide support for graduate students that belong to historically marginalized
groups. She currently serves on the Drug Metabolism and Disposition editorial board and is
a regular member of the NIH Xenobiotic and Nutrient Disposition and Action study section.
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Dr. Fakhry earned her medical degree at Johns Hopkins University, where she also
completed her internship, residency and fellowship. Dr. Fakhry also serves as Assistant
Professor, Department of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery at Johns Hopkins
University.
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Dr. Sandy Fang specializes in surgery for colon and rectal cancer, as well as benign
colorectal conditions such as inflammatory bowel disease, rectal prolapse, anal fistulas and
fecal incontinence. She performs high‐resolution anoscopy and minimally invasive
procedures to treat colorectal cancer, diverticulitis and inflammatory bowel disease.
She is board certified in general surgery, as well as colon and rectal surgery.
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Karen Fleming, PhD, is a professor and the director of undergraduate studies in the T. C.
Jenkins Department of Biophysics in the Krieger School of Arts and Sciences. She graduated
from the University of Notre Dame with a degree in french, earned her PhD in biochemistry
and molecular biology from Georgetown University Medical Center and completed post‐
doctoral studies at Yale in the Department of Molecular Biochemistry & Biophysics. She
joined the Johns Hopkins faculty in 2000.
Her research program investigates the biogenesis of bacterial outer membrane proteins
and is funded by the National Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation. She
has been very active in her scientific community having been the co‐chair of Biophysical
Society meeting (2015), Lipids theme co‐chair at the American Society for Biochemistry &
Molecular Biology (2014), inaugural chair of the Gordon Research Conference on
Membrane Protein Folding (2015), chair of the Gordon Research Conference on
Biomolecular Interactions and Methods (2010), served as elected member of Council for
both the Biophysical Society and the American Society for Biochemistry & Molecular
Biology, and a served as a member of the executive board for the Biophysical Society. In
addition to her scientific interests, she runs a series of workshops for faculty, staff and
graduate students in the STEM fields examining primary literature on the topic of achieving
gender equity in the sciences.
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Dr. Debra Furr‐Holden is an epidemiologist by training with expertise in drug and alcohol
dependence epidemiology, psychiatric epidemiology, prevention science and psychosocial
measurement. In the last decade her work has focused in large part on developing environmental
strategies for violence, alcohol, tobacco and other drug (VATOD) prevention in high‐risk urban
settings. In 2006, Dr. Furr‐Holden was awarded the Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists
and Engineers by virtue of her career accomplishments in environmental research. She is the
Principal Investigator of the Environmental Strategies for Alcohol, Tobacco and other Drug
Prevention Study funded by the National Institute on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse and the
developer of the Neighborhood Inventory for Environmental Typology (NIfETy). The NIfETy is a
comprehensive neighborhood observational assessment that includes data on the built and social
environment. Dr. Furr‐Holden has been collecting these data on Baltimore City neighborhoods
since 2005. She also serves as the PI for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention grant
Alcohol Policies to Prevent and Reduce Youth Violence Exposure. Her other research interests and
grant participation include epigenetic studies of early stage drug involvement and school‐based
prevention for children and adolescents.
While broad in scope, Dr. Furr‐Holden’s research is grounded in the rubrics of epidemiology and
psychometrics and consistent with principles and practices for understanding social determinants of
health and health equity. She is the Director of the Drug Investigations, Violence and Environmental
Studies Laboratory (The DIVE Studies Lab) at The Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
(JHSPH), co‐Director of the Johns Hopkins Center for the Prevention of Youth Violence, faculty at
the Hopkins Center for Health Disparities Solutions, former co‐Chair of the Urban Health Institute’s
Community‐University Collaborating Committee, and former Consulting Director of Prevention for
the Baltimore Substance Abuse Systems.
Dr. Furr‐Holden received her undergraduate degree from the Johns Hopkins Krieger School of Arts
and Science in 1996 (Public Health) and her Doctorate in Public Health from the Bloomberg School
in 1999 (Drug and Alcohol Dependence Epidemiology).
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Dr. Kathleen Gabrielson is an associate professor of molecular and comparative biology and
environmental health sciences at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Her
research efforts focus on the signal transduction of cardiovascular toxicities in vitro, in
cardiomyocyte culture and in vivo, using rodent models. She also collaborates with multiple
investigators within Johns Hopkins and other universities on items ranging from cancer
research to cardiovascular research.
Before she entered veterinary school, Dr. Gabrielson worked in neuroscience and
endocrinology research at the University of Texas, San Antonio; University of California, San
Diego; and the San Diego Zoo. She graduated from North Carolina State University
Veterinary College of Medicine in 1989 and then entered a postdoctoral fellowship in
veterinary pathology at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Before entering a
Ph.D. program in toxicology at the Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health, she
worked as a diagnostic pathologist and became board certified by the American College of
Veterinary Pathologists. Dr. Gabrielson joined the Johns Hopkins faculty in 2000.
Dr. Gabrielson focuses on rats and mice in her own lab. She has created the only known
animal model geared to explain, and perhaps one day circumvent, the severe and
sometimes fatal heart problems that can occur when two potent anticancer drugs are used
together.
Dr. Gabrielson also has a faculty appointment in the Center for Alternatives to Animal
Testing, and, through this position, participated in the web‐based course “Enhancing
Humane Science/Improving Animal Research.”
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Dr. Nancy Hodgson is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Acute and Chronic Care
at Johns Hopkins School of Nursing and Associate Director of Implementation Science at
the Hopkins Center for Innovative Care in Aging. She is committed to exploring how to
incorporate evidence‐based findings into geriatric nursing practice in meaningful ways. Her
program of research emphasizes the examination of factors associated with health‐related
quality of life in chronically ill older adults and the enhancement of science‐based nursing
practice in older adults at the end of life. Over the years, Dr. Hodgson has developed a
program of research focused on palliative care in older adults with complex healthcare
needs. Her studies include an NIH‐funded career development award investigating the
efficacy of palliative, sensory‐based interventions designed to ease neuroendocrine
distress; and an American Cancer Society‐funded study comparing the effectiveness of
complementary therapy interventions in nursing home residents with cancer. Dr. Hodgson
seeks to be at the forefront of developing the next generation of nonpharmacologic
interventions to ease the suffering of her oldest and frailest patients. As part of a broader
initiative to promote excellence in end‐of‐life care, she developed a a nationally recognized
palliative care program for end‐of‐life care for nursing home residents.
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Dr. Huang is Associate Professor of Oncology and Biostatistics at the Johns Hopkins
University. Dr. Huang received her Ph.D. degree in Biostatistics from the Johns Hopkins
University in 2002 and joined the Division of Biostatistics, University of Minnesota School
of Public Health as an Assistant Professor in the same year. Prior to joining the Sidney
Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center (SKCCC), she served as a Mathematical Statistician
at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), National Institutes of
Health (NIH). Dr. Huang’s main area of research is in general biostatistics methodology and
its application to the biomedical sciences. She has extensive experience in the statistical
analysis of survival outcomes, recurrent events, competing risks, longitudinal
measurements, missing data, and monitoring of clinical trials. As a Mathematical
Statistician at NIAID, she worked closely with both extramural and intramural scientists on
design, conduct, monitoring, analysis and presentation of clinical trials and laboratory
studies. Dr. Huang is the co‐leader of the Survival, Longitudinal And Multivariate (SLAM)
Data Working Group at Department of Biostatistics, Bloomberg School of Public Health and
is Associate Editor for Lifetime Data Analysis and Statistics in Biosciences.
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Dr. Klein is an Associate Professor of Oncology, Pathology and Epidemiology and a trained
genetic epidemiologist/statistical geneticist specializing in pancreatic cancer. She has
studied the genetic epidemiology of pancreatic cancer for over 15 years. She is the Director
of the National Familial Pancreas Tumor Registry, the largest registry of familial pancreatic
cancer in the world. Currently, over 5,600 families have enrolled in this registry including
over 1,700 with familial pancreatic cancer (i.e., defined as a kindred with at least a pair of
first‐degree relatives with pancreatic cancer). Her long‐term interests include
understanding the genetic and environmental risk factors that cause pancreatic disorders,
and developing risk prediction models to identify individuals at high‐risk of pancreatic
cancer. She lead the efforts that identified PALB2 and ATM as causes of familial pancreatic
cancer. Her work quantifying this risk of pancreatic cancer helped to lay the foundation for
many of the ongoing pancreatic cancer early detection trials. Currently, she is a co‐leader
of the Familial Pancreatic Cancer Genome Sequencing Project where she has recently
completed whole genome sequencing analysis of 638 patients with familial pancreatic
cancer.
Dr. Klein is the director of the Gastrointestinal SPORE at Johns Hopkins. She is also the PI
of a NCI/CIDR supported multi‐center GWAS for pancreatic cancer. In addition to her gene
discovery work, she holds a Research Investigator award from the Lustgarten Foundation
for Pancreatic Cancer Research to develop risk models of pancreatic cancer.
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Dr Anne Marie Lennon is an Associate Professor of Gastroenterology at The Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland USA. She is the founder and Director
of the Multidisciplinary Pancreatic Cyst Clinic at Johns Hopkins University. After receiving a
medical degree from the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, and a PhD from University
College Dublin, Dr. Lennon continued her residency training in internal medicine at the
Mater Hospital, Dublin and the Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio. She then completed a
Fellowship in Gastroenterology in Edinburgh, United Kingdom, followed by a two year
Advanced Endoscopy Fellowship in endoscopic ultrasound and ERCP at Johns Hopkins. She
joined the faculty at Johns Hopkins in 2010. Dr. Lennon specializes in caring for patients
with pre‐cancerous lesions of the pancreas or pancreatic cancer.
Dr. Lennon is accredited in General Internal Medicine and Gastroenterology certified by the
Joint Royal Colleges of Physicians Training Board (JRCPTB) of the United Kingdom. She is a
Fellow of the American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy and a Fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians of Ireland. She has authored over 70 peer‐reviewed papers, 21 book
chapters and is the co‐editor of the textbook Gastrointestinal Endoscopy in Practice. She
has given multiple talks at national and international meetings on the management of
patients with pancreatic cysts. Dr. Lennon's research is centered on developing better tools,
and improving care for pa ents with pancrea c cysts.
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Dr. Mary L. O’Connor Leppert received her undergraduate degree in biology from the
Catholic University of America in Washington, DC. She received her medical training at the
national Universities of Ireland, University College Cork, where she earned her M.B., B.Ch.,
B.A.O. degrees. She completed a residency in pediatrics at St. Agnes Hospital in Baltimore
MD, and joined Kennedy Krieger in 1992 with a fellowship in developmental pediatrics
through the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. She has been an active medical
staff member at the Kennedy Krieger Institute since 1995 in the division of Neurology and
Developmental Medicine. Dr. Leppert is currently the Director of the Center for
Development and Learning, Kennedy Krieger’s oldest and largest medical program. Dr.
Leppert’s interests surround the early identification of developmental disabilities and the
education of the residents and fellows of the Neurodevelopmental Disabilities Residency
Program. Dr. Leppert is board certified in Pediatrics and Neurodevelopmental Disabilities.
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Debra JH Mathews, PhD, MA, is the Assistant Director for Science Programs at the Johns
Hopkins Berman Institute of Bioethics, an Associate Professor in the Department of
Pediatrics, and Affiliate Faculty in the McKusick‐Nathans Institute of Genetic Medicine,
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. Dr. Mathews earned her BS in Biology from the
Pennsylvania State University and a PhD in genetics from Case Western Reserve University.
Concurrent with her PhD, she earned a Master’s degree in bioethics, also from Case. She
completed a Post‐Doctoral Fellowship in genetics at Johns Hopkins and the Greenwall
Fellowship in Bioethics and Health Policy, at Johns Hopkins and Georgetown Universities.
As a Greenwall Fellow, she worked at the Genetics and Public Policy Center, in Washington,
DC, and the US Department of Health and Human Services. Dr. Mathews also served part
time on the staff of the Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues, as a
Senior Policy and Research Analyst and a staff lead on the Commission’s genomics report.
Dr. Mathews’s academic work focuses on ethics and policy issues raised by emerging
biotechnologies, with particular focus on the areas of genetics, stem cell science, and
neuroscience.
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Shruti Mehta is a Professor and the Deputy Chair of the Department of Epidemiology at the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. She received a Master’s in Public Health
(1997) and a PhD (2002) in Epidemiology also from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health. Her research focuses on HIV and hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection among
people who inject drugs (PWID) in the US and in India with a particular interest and focus
on identifying and overcoming barriers to access care and treatment for HIV and HCV. She
is the principal investigator of the AIDS Linked to the IntraVenous Experience (ALIVE) cohort
of PWID, which has been ongoing since 1988. She is also the principal investigator of a
cohort of PWID in Chennai, India that is focused on characterizing the complications of
hepatitis C virus infection among PWID and on identifying strategies to improve outcomes
including hepatitis C treatment. Finally, she is the co‐PI of a large‐scale cluster randomized
trial to evaluate the effectiveness of integrated care health delivery models on HIV
prevention and treatment outcomes among PWID and men who have sex with men (MSM)
throughout India.
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Dr. Daniela Molena specializes in the treatment of benign and malignant diseases of the
chest, including minimally invasive surgery for lung and esophageal cancer, mediastinal
diseases, esophageal dismotility disorders, gastroesophageal reflux disease and benign lung
and pleura conditions.
A member of the Society of Thoracic Surgeons, Dr. Molena serves on the national
committee for resident and fellow education. She extends this educational mission to her
own research, which focuses on clinical esophageal diseases, using cancer screening tools
for early diagnosis, and the genetic characteristics of lung and esophageal cancer. Dr.
Molenas goal is to better understand how these tumors develop, especially in females and
nonsmokers, to help find new targeted therapies.
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Dr. Oh is an Assistant Professor in the Division of Geriatric Medicine and Gerontology
(Department of Medicine) at the Johns Hopkins University SOM. She is also a faculty
member in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, and in the Division of
Neuropathology.
Dr. Oh’s clinical expertise is in evaluation and management of memory disorders.
She has an extensive experience in evaluating memory disorders in older adults with
multiple chronic diseases, and takes an integrative approach in the treatment of memory
disorders.
Dr. Oh’s research interests include development of biomarkers for early stages of
Alzheimer’s disease as well as evaluation and treatment of delirium. Her current career
development award (K23) is on development of biomarkers for postoperative delirium in
orthopedic surgery patients. Dr. Oh is currently an Associate Director of the Johns Hopkins
Memory and Alzheimer’s Treatment Center (JHMATC). She is also the site Principal
Investigator for the intranasal insulin treatment trial for adults with Alzheimer’s disease.
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Yi‐Ping Ong is Assistant Professor of the Humanities and Director of the Undergraduate
Honors Program in the Humanities Center at Johns Hopkins University. She graduated
summa cum laude from Columbia University, and received a Second B.A. in Philosophy and
Theology from Oxford University. She then obtained a M.A. in Philosophy and a Ph.D. in
English from Harvard University. At Hopkins, she offers undergraduate and graduate
courses on the history and theory of the novel, philosophy and literature, literary theory,
and the purpose of the humanities.
Her current research centers on questions at the intersection of literature and
philosophy, reflecting interests in the realist novel, modernism, existentialism, and issues of
justice and ethics in contemporary literature. As one of few literary scholars with formal
training in philosophy, she is interested in exploring new paradigms for interdisciplinary
work. Professor Ong is now completing a pair of books on how the novel transforms
philosophical expression in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Other projects
investigate the nature of moral community in post‐WWII thought and literature, the novel
of old age, and the philosophy and literature of the everyday.
Professor Ong is the recipient of major grants and fellowships from the Andrew A. Mellon
Foundation, the Whiting Foundation, the American Council of Learned Societies, and the
Stanford Humanities Center. She currently serves as executive co‐editor of The
Comparative Language Issue of Modern Language Notes and as contributing editor
to Ordinary Language Philosophy and Literary Studies Online. She is a member of the KSAS
Status of Women Committee at Hopkins.

21

Christina R. Prescott, M.D., Ph.D. specializes in surgical management of complex cataracts
and corneal diseases. Her practice focuses on cataract surgery, including laser‐assisted
cataract surgery and specialty lenses, and modern forms of corneal transplants such
as Descemet’s stripping endothelial keratoplasty and deep anterior lamellar
keratoplasty. She also performs customized laser vision correction.
Dr. Prescott received her undergraduate degree in biophysics from Columbia University. She
then joined the Medical Scientist Training Program at the University of Colorado, where she
completed a Doctorate of Philosophy as well as her Medicine Doctorate. She completed
her ophthalmology residency at Yale University and fellowship training in cornea and
refractive surgery at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary/Harvard Medical School.
Since joining the Wilmer faculty, Dr. Prescott has been active in teaching and has developed
and implemented a new surgical curriculum. She is also involved in education at the
national level through the American Board of Ophthalmology cornea examination
development committee and the annual meeting program committee for the American
Academy of Ophthalmology. Her research focuses on improving patient surgical experience
and visual outcomes in adults as well as children. She has presented at many national and
international meetings, won four research awards, published multiple peer‐reviewed
ar cles, and five book chapters.
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Leticia Manning Ryan, MD, MPH is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics in the Department of
Pediatrics at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Ryan received her
medical degree with honors from the University of Vermont College of Medicine and a
master’s degree in public health, with a concentration in epidemiology and biostatistics,
from the George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services. She
completed her clinical training (residency in pediatrics, chief residency in pediatrics,
fellowship in pediatric emergency medicine) from 1999‐2006 at Children’s National Medical
Center in Washington, DC where she remained as a faculty member in the Emergency
Medicine and Trauma Center from 2006‐2013 prior to her recruitment to Johns
Hopkins. Dr. Ryan’s research focuses on childhood injury/trauma prevention and child
health disparities and has been continuously supported by funding through the National
Institutes of Health since 2005, including a K23 Career Development Award to study the
role of bone health in fractures in African American children. She is a member of the
American Academy of Pediatrics, the Society for Pediatric Research, the Society for
Advancement of Violence and Injury Research and the American Federation for Medical
Research, where she is currently serving as Secretary‐Treasurer.

23

Dr. Shores is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Pediatrics, Division of Pediatric
Gastroenterology & Nutrition. She studied nutrition as an undergraduate at the University
of New Mexico, and earned her medical degree at the University of New Mexico School of
Medicine. She completed pediatric residency at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital,
followed by a fellowship in pediatric gastroenterology at the Children’s Hospital of
Pittsburgh. She joined the faculty at Johns Hopkins in 2011. She is currently obtaining a PhD
through the Graduate Training Program in Clinical Investigation through the Bloomberg
School of Public Health with an emphasis on quality improvement and outcomes research.
Her research is focused on improving outcomes in children with intestinal failure, and she
has implemented feeding interventions in the early post‐operative period and decision
algorithms for treating suspected central bloodstream catheter infections. She is Co‐
director of the newly formed, multi‐disciplinary Center for Intestinal Rehabilitation & Care
Using Science.

24

Dr. Elizabeth Sloand has been dedicated to nursing and health care, primarily for underserved and low‐income children,
throughout her career. Her work as a nurse educator, researcher and community care provider focuses on uninsured and
underinsured children and youth both in east Baltimore and in Haiti and other Caribbean nations. Her medical missions in
rural southwest Haiti have enabled SON students to provide episodic direct primary and preventive health care to
impoverished families as part of their training in community health nursing. In recognition of her work in the poverty‐
stricken village of Leon, Haiti, she received the 2005 Maryland Volunteer Health Care Hero Award from the Maryland
Daily Record. Closer to home, Dr. Sloand has worked and led teams of nursing students at the Wald Community Nursing
Centers, providing direct primary care services to uninsured/underinsured children and their families. She teaches both
undergraduate and graduate nursing students, and coordinates the School’s Pediatric Nurse Practitioner track. In addition
to teaching, she actively practices as a pediatric nurse practitioner in the community, caring for children from birth
through adolescence. Her publications appear in scholarly nursing and public health journals.
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I am a medical oncologist specializing in the care of women with breast cancer. I am
originally from Australia and traveled a lot as a young child. I ultimately went to high
school in Minnesota and then completed my undergraduate education at Washington
University in St. Louis with a major in anthropology. I received my medical degree from
Rush Medical College in Chicago and then completed residency in internal medicine at the
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. Following residency, I spent a
year at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health working towards a Master of
Public Health degree as part of a general medicine fellowship. I then moved on to
complete my training with a fellowship in medical oncology and hematology at Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York. After fellowship, I spent 7 years as a staff
physician at MedStar Washington Hospital Center in Washington DC with an academic
appointment as assistant professor at Georgetown University. I joined the Hopkins Breast
Cancer Program in April 2013. I am a clinical associate with my practice based at the Sibley
Memorial Hospital site in Washington DC. I have an academic appointment as an assistant
professor. I spent 50% of my time in clinic seeing patients with breast cancer. My aim is to
develop the Johns Hopkins breast cancer clinical and research programs in the National
Capital Region. My research interests include managing the unique issues faced by young
women affected by breast cancer, minimizing toxicity associated with cancer therapy,
improving fertility preservation for young women with breast cancer and optimizing the
care of cancer survivors. Outside of work, I enjoy jogging and spending time with my
husband and children.
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Anja Soldan received her Ph.D. from the Psychology Department at Columbia University,
where she specialized in Cognitive Neuroscience. Her post‐doctoral training was in the
Taub Institute for Research on Alzheimer’s Disease and the Aging Brain at Columbia
University Medical Center, where she completed a research fellowship in Neuropsychology
and Cognition in Aging. Prior to coming to Johns Hopkins, she was an Assistant Professor of
Psychology at the University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth. She is currently an Assistant
Professor in the Cognitive Neuroscience Division of the Department of Neurology at Johns
Hopkins.
Dr. Soldan leads three lines of research: 1) the study of cognitive changes that occur with
age and their relationship to brain structure and function, 2) the investigation of cognitive
changes due to preclinical Alzheimer’s disease and their relationship to brain structure and
function, and 3) individual differences in the susceptibility to age and disease‐related
cognitive change and their neural basis. She is the co‐leader of the Clinical Core of the
BIOCARD study, a prospective longitudinal study designed to identify biomarkers for
Alzheimer’s disease among cognitively normal, primarily middle‐aged individuals. She is
also designing novel computer‐based cognitive tests that are sensitive to Alzheimer’s
disease biomarkers in an effort to produce more cost‐effective and minimally invasive ways
of detecting early Alzheimer’s disease. Dr. Soldan is part of a newly initiated Preclinical
Alzheimer’s Disease Consortium between 5 of the major prospective longitudinal
biomarker studies in the world focused on preclinical Alzheimer’s disease in middle‐aged
and older adults.
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Dr. Ellen Stein is an Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Division of Gastroenterology at
The Johns Hopkins Hospital. She is the current Division Director for Informatics and Lead
Epic Physician Champion. Her clinical and research interests include clinical applications of
informatics, dysphagia (swallowing disorders), gastroesophageal reflux disease, esophageal
motility, eosinophilic esophagitis, gastroparesis, IBS (irritable bowel syndrome),
constipation and other gastrointestinal motility disorders.
She completed undergraduate training at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia and received
her medical degree (M.D.) from the George Washington University School of Medicine in
Washington, DC. She completed internship and residency in Internal Medicine at Mount
Sinai Medical Center in New York City. She then completed Gastroenterology Fellowship at
Albert Einstein Medical Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
In addition, Dr. Stein worked in the motility laboratory at Albert Einstein with the esteemed
Dr. Philip Katz, pursuing advanced training in esophageal motility. Dr. Stein is currently a
member of the Center for Neurogastroenterology on the Bayview Campus of Johns
Hopkins. She has a specific research focus in post‐operative recovery of motility function,
and she works intensively with the TPIAT (total pancreatectomy and autoislet cell
transplant) program to provide motility support to the patients after their surgery.
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Hilary Vernon obtained her MD and PhD at Rutgers University in New Jersey, and
completed a pediatrics and genetics residency, and clinical biochemical genetics fellowship
at Johns Hopkins University. She is an assistant professor in the McKusick‐Nathans Institute
of Genetic Medicine at JHU. Her laboratory is taking both a metabolic and molecular
approach to understanding how a single enzymatic defect causes a biochemical “ripple‐
effect” throughout the cell. Her current areas of study are Barth Syndrome and inborn
errors of branch chain amino acid metabolism.
In addition to her clinical and research pursuits at the McKusick‐Nathans Institute of
Genetic Medicine, she is a clinical biochemical geneticist at the Kennedy Krieger
Biochemical Genetics Laboratory, and directs the Barth Syndrome Interdisciplinary Clinic at
the Kennedy Krieger Institute.
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Dr. Jennifer L. Wolff is Associate Professor of Health Policy and Management at the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and is jointly appointed in the Division of
Geriatric Medicine and Gerontology at the Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine. Dr. Wolff is a graduate of the Bloomberg School of Public Health where she
earned her doctoral degree in health services research. Her principal areas of research
relate to health service delivery, family caregiving, and community‐oriented models of care
for older adults with complex care needs. Dr. Wolff is principal investigator of two NIA‐
funded studies: an R01 that seeks to identify the prognostic benefit of collecting
information from family caregivers to inform targeting of services to older adults with
disabilities, and an R21 to refine and pilot‐test an agenda‐setting communication
intervention to effectively involve family caregivers in primary care visits of older adults
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