
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine Graduate Programs – Admissions Information 
for the PhD in Neuroscience  

Program Details:   

Students in the Neuroscience Training Program (NTP) are paid a stipend to support their living expenses 
(the 2019-2020 stipend was $33,552). Tuition costs are covered (i.e., not paid by the student).  Standard 
medical benefits for the student are covered. Benefits for the student’s immediate family are available 
at additional cost to the student. Student stipends are subject to taxes. Students from Maryland with 
student loans may receive State tax benefits.  For more information visit the Financial Aid page.  The 
University does not provide housing, though the housing office will provide advice. The University will 
sponsor visas for accepted students.   
 
Some students in the NTP are covered by Federal training grants. Applicants are encouraged (but not 
required) to apply for funding before beginning their training. Information about funding opportunities 
for U.S. citizens, non-citizen nationals, and U.S. permanent residents (including NSF GFRP and F31 
grants) can be found here.    
 
International students who apply for and receive outside support for their graduate education often 
exhibit the characteristics of successful applicants to our program. Although not required, it can be 
advantageous for international students to secure such funding. 
 

Program Admissions Details:   

In 2020, the Neuroscience Training Program (NTP) Program admitted 52 students out of a pool of 601 
applicants. Of the 52 admitted students, 15 will matriculate in the fall of 2020.  In August 2019, the total 
number of students in the program was 82. The average time to degree for this program is 5.9 years. 

The application for the NTP is open from 9/1/2020 to 12/1/2020.  In the time before the application is 
open, applicants may log in and begin their applications.  The application can only be submitted in the 
period when the application is open.   

Applicants to NTP will be asked to select the Research Area that describes their interests. Options are:  

 - Systems, Cognitive and Computational Neuroscience 
 - Cell and Molecular 
 - Developmental Neuroscience 
 - Neurobiology of Disease 
 - Neural Circuits, Ensembles & Connectomes  

 

Admissions requirements:  

- Applicants are not required to take the GRE for this program.   

-Transcripts.  Applicants will need to list all colleges and universities they attended.  A transcript 
will need to be uploaded from each school attended.   

https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/som/education-programs/graduate-programs/admissions/financial.html
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/som/students/life/housing/index.html
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/som/education-programs/graduate-programs/academics/academic-resources/research-funding.html


- Curriculum Vitae (2 pages maximum). Please include the length of time for any full-time or 
part-time research experiences, any work experience, any abstracts, poster presentations or 
manuscripts authored in your CV. 

- Statement of Interest and Career Objectives (1 page maximum). The statement should 
include your motivations for pursuing a graduate degree in neuroscience at Johns Hopkins and 
should describe your scientific preparation (research experiences) and your long-term career 
goals. The statement should enable the admissions committee to determine that: 1) you are 
committed to pursuing a PhD in neuroscience and understand what is needed to succeed in 
graduate school, 2) you are intellectually engaged in science and your research, and 3) that the 
program in neuroscience at Johns Hopkins is a good fit for your research and career interests. 
Please name faculty whose work you find particularly interesting and with whom you would like 
to complete your thesis research. If you are interested in our joint program with the Janelia 
Research Campus, please indicate your interest by including one to four Janelia Group Leaders 
with whom you would like to complete your thesis research. For more information visit Janelia 
research. 

- Personal Statement (1 page maximum). Our program is dedicated to creating an inclusive 
scientific environment for all scientists. Please describe your personal background and 
contributions to support and advance diversity, equity, and inclusion in science. In this section, 
you may include information such as the following: 1) Your efforts to address the barriers to 
equitable access in higher education faced by racial minorities, persons with disabilities, first 
generation and low-income students, LGBTQIA+ individuals, women, and other historically 
underrepresented individuals in higher education; 2) What you have learned from the barriers 
that others face; 3) If you are comfortable, the barriers you have overcome throughout your 
academic journey; and/or 4) Your involvement in organizations, research, or related work in 
supporting historically underserved populations and how that influenced your outlook on 
science. What your plans are to be involved in these efforts when you arrive 

- Letters of recommendation. Applicants must identify three people who are familiar with the 
applicant’s work and provide contact info for these references. The contact info will be entered 
into the application, and SOM will contact the references and ask them to submit letters of 
recommendation on behalf of the applicant.  Letters should preferably come from faculty 
members or other professionals who are in a position to comment on the applicant’s aptitude 
for independent research and motivation for applying to the program. 

 

International students: 
- International students whose native language is not English are required to complete the Test 
of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or International English Language Testing System 
(IELTS). When taking the exam, applicants should request official scores be reported to 
Institution Code 5316 (the Department Code is not necessary). To report official IELTS test 
scores, please include the Test Report Form (TRF) verification number on the application. Scores 
must be received before the application deadline.   

https://www.janelia.org/our-research
https://www.janelia.org/our-research


- The TOEFL requirement will be waived if the applicant has completed their degree in a U.S. 
institution, or is currently enrolled and will receive a degree from a university within the U.S. 
prior to matriculation at JHU-SOM.  - All transcripts, letters of recommendation, and parts of the 
Admissions application must be in English. The approved transcript service for use by 
international students is WES.  - International students are not eligible for waivers of the 
Admissions Application fees.   

 
 Getting to know you:   

- Parts of the Admissions application collect information for mandatory reporting.  These parts 
may ask applicants to select a pre-set category for gender, race or ethnicity.  Other sections of 
the application allow applicants to share more details about how they choose to describe 
themselves.     

 

Admissions fees:   
- An admissions fee of $115 dollars is required and must be submitted using a credit card.  In 
some cases, this fee will cover applications to more than one program.   

- Application fee waivers are available for applicants who are U.S. Citizens or permanent 
residents of the U.S. and meet additional eligibility criteria as described in part below. These 
include: 1) military service, 2) low income status, and 3) participation in programs such as the 
Johns Hopkins Basic Science Institute Summer Internship Program including the NeuroSIP and 
KavliSIP programs, Johns Hopkins Doctoral Diversity Program, Johns Hopkins Post-Baccalaureat 
Research Education Program (PREP), Johns Hopkins Neuroscience Scholars Program, Meyerhoff 
Scholarship Program, Minority Access Research Careers (MARC), Minority Access Research 
Support Program (RISE), attendance at ABRCMS or SACNAS, or attendance at a Neuroscience 
Outreach Program, among others. For a complete description of the fee waiver process, please 
see the Application Fees and Fee Waiver Instructions on the On-Campus Admission website. 

 
Application status website: 

- Once their application is submitted, applicant may follow its progress on the Application Status 
page. This page can be accessed upon completion of the application. The status page has the 
most current information. 

 
Admission timeline: 

- Review of applications will begin immediately after the application deadline. NTP will begin 
reviewing applications when they are received, so submitting your application before the 
deadline may be helpful. 

- NTP will contact strong applicants about interviews during winter break around the middle of 
December. In some cases, interviews may be conducted over Skype (or similar services). NTP will 
fully cover the cost of the hotel, food, and will reimburse up to $600 for (travel) domestic flights, 
train, car, bus, rideshare for applicants traveling to Baltimore for interviews.  

- Letters describing acceptance, wait list status, or denial of admission will be sent by email. This 
information will also be available on the Application status website. Applicants selected for 

https://www.wes.org/
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/som/education-programs/graduate-programs/_documents/APPLICATION%20FEES%20AND%20FEE%20WAIVER%20REQUEST%20INSTRUCTIONS%202019.pdf


acceptance must choose to accept or decline the offer by April 15. On April 15, all accepted 
offers become binding. 

- Orientation will be held on the third week of August 2021. Students will begin their training at 
this time. The NTP only accepts students for fall matriculation. 

 
Applicant survey: 

- Applicants will receive a survey during the third week of April (after April 15) where they can 
provide feedback about their experience with the Admissions process. The survey will also ask 
questions about disability status of applicants. 

 
Upon acceptance: 

- Accepted students will undergo a criminal background check. 
- Accepted students must submit official transcripts to the School of Medicine Registrar. This 
may be in the form of a digital transcript, which is submitted through a transcript service 
approved by the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine Registrar. The approved transcript service 
for international students is WES. Transcripts may also be mailed directly from the Accepted 
student’s school to the School of Medicine Registrar. Detailed instructions will be provided upon 
acceptance. 

 
Communicating with the program: 

- NTP contact: NeuroAdmissions@jhmi.edu 
- General questions: GradAdmissions@jhmi.edu 
- For more info, please see the Program website: http://neuroscience.jhu.edu/graduate 
-Admissions info: http://neuroscience.jhu.edu/graduate/apply 

https://www.wes.org/

