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ovErviEw

In 2018, the Johns Hopkins University School of  Medicine will celebrate its 125th anniversary. As part 
of  the yearlong celebration, alumni, faculty, staff  and friends are invited to host social gatherings around 
the world to celebrate the history of  the institution. The objective of  this initiative is to provide an 
opportunity for all to celebrate the 125th Anniversary in a way that is meaningful to them regardless of  
their geographical location. 

Celebrations will range in size from small, intimate dinners, to larger receptions and events. Hosts will 
act as ambassadors for the school of  medicine by gathering fellow alumni and friends to be a part of  the 
milestone celebration in their own way.

bEforE thE EvEnt

•	 Determine what type of  event you would like to host, where you will hold it, and what time of  year 
works best for you. 

•	 Work	with	your	liaison	from	the	Office	of 	Alumni	Relations	to	share	details	and	plans	for	your	event.
•	 Assemble your invitee list and decide how you will send your invitations. You may elect to send an 

email	or	you	can	utilize	a	free	invitation	and	RSVP	website.	We’ve	included	some	sample	invitation	
text on page 3 of  this toolkit, and some recommended websites are:

1. www.punchbowl.com
2. www.evite.com
3. www.paperlesspost.com 

•	 Spread the word about your event using social media, emails and phone calls. Be sure to use 
#HopkinsMed125 in your posts!

•	 Send a reminder to your guests 5-7 days in advance of  the event to ensure they have all necessary 
event details.

During thE EvEnt

•	 Please	take	note	of 	the	names	of 	your	attendees.	If 	you	have	organized	a	larger	event,	a	sign	in	sheet	
would	be	helpful	so	the	Office	of 	Alumni	Relations	has	a	record	of 	attendees.

•	 Welcome the guests to your event. Consider making welcome remarks to the group; it is often 
appropriate to thank guests for attending, introduce yourself  and possibly make a toast in celebration 
of  125 years of  the School of  Medicine.

•	 Make connections: events are a great opportunity to build a connected community.
•	 Organize a group photo holding up “125” in a creative way.
•	 Your	event	extends	beyond	the	table.	Remember,	this	is	a	global	event!	Take	photos	to	send	to	your	

liaison	from	the	Office	of 	Alumni	Relations.	If 	you	are	a	social	media	user,	feel	free	to	post	this	using	
the hashtag #HopkinsMed125.

AftEr thE EvEnt

•	 Connect	with	your	liaison	from	the	Office	of 	Alumni	Relations	to	provide	an	update	on	the	event,	
an attendee list and your Experience 125 group photograph.

•	 Thank your guests for being a part of  the celebration. In the days following your dinner, send each 
of  your guests a hand-written note or email thanking them for being a part of  this special event.

hElpful informAtion for Your EvEnt

Sample Invitation Text

Dear [First Name],

Since 1893, the Johns Hopkins University School of  Medicine has set the global standard of  excellence 
in patient care, research and education. To commemorate our 125th anniversary, school of  medicine 
alumni	 and	 friends	 around	 the	 world	 are	 participating	 in	 “EXPERIENCE	 125:	 A	 YEAR	 OF	
CELEBRATIONS”	(www.hopkinsmedicine.org/som/alumni/Experience125).	

On [Day], [Month] [Date] [Year] at [Time], I invite you to join me and fellow alumni and friends at 
[LOCATION] as we celebrate 125 years! If  you are free to join the celebration on [DATE], please let 
me know, and I will follow up with further details.

I look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,
XX

fAst fActs

Our	first-year	medical	students	have	distinguished	themselves	by	demonstrating	leadership	qualities,
a commitment to service, and a passion for medicine. Below are some important facts and statistics for 
the	Class	of 	2021	for	you	to	reference	when	talking	to	your	classmates	and/or	colleagues:	

•	 120 new students
•	 63 Women
•	 57 Men

•	 11	M.D./Ph.D.	students
•	 16 first-generation	college	students
•	 18 underrepresented in medicine

•	 9 African	American/Black	students
•	 8	Hispanic	American/Latino	students
•	 1 Native American student

•	 31 different states and 4 different countries represented
•	 64 different undergraduate institutions represented

convErsAtion stArtErs AnD thought-provoking QuEstions

•	 What is your connection to the Johns Hopkins University School of  Medicine?
•	 What	do	you	think	of 	most	often	when	you	reflect	on	your	time	at	the	Johns	Hopkins	University	

School of  Medicine?
•	 What is your favorite memory from your time at the Johns Hopkins University School of  Medicine?
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FAQ
What	qualifies	as	an	Experience	125	celebration?
If 	 you	 have	 people	 and	 a	 place	 to	meet	 to	 talk	 about	 the	 school	 of 	medicine’s	 past,	
present, and future—then you have a celebration! It is whatever you want it to be. Just be 
sure to register as a host and take	a	creative	photo	at	the	event	to	share	with	the	Office	
of 	Alumni	Relations	holding	up	“125.”	
 
What	if 	I	don’t	know	anyone	in	my	area,	but	want	to	attend	or	host	an	event?
Contact us at Experience125@jhmi.edu for help connecting with others in your area.

Who	pays	for	the	dinner?
The	school	of 	medicine	is	unable	to	provide	financial	support	for	celebrations.	Instead,	
hosts will serve as ambassadors for the school of  medicine by gathering fellow alumni 
and friends. These gatherings do not have to be expensive, catered events. They can 
be	whatever	 you’d	 like.	Make	 your	 own	 dishes.	Grab	 a	 recipe	 from	 a	 website.	 Invite	
your guests to bring their favorites to share. Or have the event at a restaurant—let the 
professionals do the cooking.

How	do	I	create	an	invitation?
You can create an invitation by using the text provided to you in this toolkit and send as 
an email message to your contacts. If  you would like something fancier, you are more than 
welcome	to	utilize	a	free	invitation	and	RSVP	websites	listed	on	page	two	of 	this	toolkit.

I	am	not	able	to	host	or	attend	an	Experience	125	event,	but	I’d	love	to	be	involved.
Visit	www.hopkinsmedicine.org/som/alumni	or	contact	us	at	Experience125@jhmi.edu	
to	find	out	about	other	ways	you	can	get	involved	throughout	the	year.

The inaugural cohort of  the Mary	Elizabeth	Garrett	Executive	Leadership	Program	for	Women	
Faculty	held	a	kickoff 	event	on	Jan.	10	-	becoming	one	of 	our	first	Experience	125	celebrations!	The	

members above are holding a banner that includes the special 125th anniversay logo. 
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