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To our generous supporters, 

We often hear from our team how much it means to them to have the support of those they serve. Sibley’s 
physicians, nurses and staff continuously care for our entire community — those battling illnesses, those in 
underserved communities, new mothers welcoming babies and our senior population. Even during a global 
pandemic, YOU kept US moving forward.

Your support funds cutting-edge equipment, staff and nursing education and training, vital clinical trials which 
improve cancer treatment and much more throughout the hospital and our community.

On behalf of the Sibley Memorial Hospital Foundation Board of Trustees, our physicians, nurses and the entire 
Sibley team — but most important, on behalf of our patients and their families — we thank you for your 
unwavering support.

You truly are the heart of all we do at Sibley. We are proud to share some of the highlights of what your generous 
support has made possible in the last year.  

With gratitude, 

Hasan Zia, M.D., M.B.A., F.A.C.S.
President and Chief Operating Officer
Sibley Memorial Hospital
Johns Hopkins Medicine

Carolyn Carpenter, M.H.A., F.A.C.H.E.
President, National Capital Region
Johns Hopkins Health System

Judy Lansing Kovler, Ph.D.
Chair, Board of Trustees
Sibley Memorial Hospital Foundation

Kristen Pruski, C.F.R.E.
Vice President
Sibley Memorial Hospital Foundation

You are the heart of what we do.
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SUPPORTING OUR 
DEDICATED TEAM

From snacks, meals and discounted 
pantry staples to hospital-wide 
gatherings and even a massage chair 
in the staff resilience lounge, generous 
donor support provides a wide variety 
of ways to address staff morale and 
resilience. Donor support helped us 
establish Resilience in Stressful 
Events (RISE), a program that provides 
confidential peer-to-peer support to 
staff in cases of traumatic workplace 
events. Darleen Dagey, R.N., (pictured 
above), was also hired as our resilience 
nurse in January 2022, and her 
position, which is fully funded by 
philanthropy, is dedicated to directly 
connecting with staff to address morale 
and resilience. Darleen has been able 
to make a substantial impact by 
rounding on each nursing unit across 
the hospital and giving a presentation 
on resilience for the nurse mentors 
and mentee group. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR STAFF 
IMPROVES CARE FOR PATIENTS

Nurse training and education is a key priority for Sibley Memorial 
Hospital; reducing barriers to educational support and workforce 
training are important aspects of supporting nurses as they transition 
from the classroom to the workforce. 

Recently, a groundbreaking new partnership was established between 
Sibley and Marymount University through generous support from 
John and Marcia Shooshan, to establish the Dr. Mark Abbruzzese 
Bridge Scholars Program. This gift will support need-based 
scholarships for nursing students who transition to clinical practice 
at Sibley upon graduation. Donor support also funds continuing 
education opportunities for staff to achieve additional certifications, 
attend conferences and gain supplemental training; this enables staff 
to provide the latest in evidenced-based practices and continuously 
improves the care we offer our patients. 

Thanks to our generous donor community, seven nurses on inpatient 
unit 6A received their medical-surgical certification this past year.

Nurses may take the certification course after working in the specialty 
for at least two years as a full-time employee and have at least 2,000 
hours of clinical practice in their specialty within the last three years. 

The exam assesses the clinical knowledge and skills of nurses in the 
medical-surgical specialty. Once certification is obtained, Sibley 
nurses are then eligible to apply to advance on the nursing clinical 
ladder in their specialty area. Obtaining certification gives Sibley 
nurses the opportunity to advance their career, as well as to provide 
the most specialized patient care. 

Medical-Surgical Certified Nurses
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The Johns Hopkins Kimmel Cancer Center at Sibley 
provides world-class, innovative and groundbreaking care 
by teams of specialists in medical oncology, radiation 
oncology and surgical oncology with access to advanced 
treatments through all phases of clinical trials. We are 
proud to provide cancer care to more than 1,500 patients 
annually. Additionally, the Johns Hopkins Proton Therapy 
Center is one of the largest and most advanced proton 
centers in the U.S. providing this unique specialized 
treatment option. 

Furthermore, due to advances in cancer treatment and 
care, more people are surviving their cancer diagnosis. 
Thanks to donor funds, the Johns Hopkins Kimmel 
Cancer Center at Sibley has been able to expand oncology 
survivorship care. We are building the “Continuity 
Clinic” to ensure that we care for patients’ unique needs 
throughout their cancer journeys. In addition to programs 
that had previously been available for cancer survivors – 
funded by philanthropy – Sibley offers a survivorship 
series for patients who recently completed treatment.

ADVANCING CANCER CARE AND TREATMENT

THE PROTON THERAPY CENTER CELEBRATED ITS THIRD 

ANNIVERSARY IN OCTOBER AND HAS TREATED MORE THAN 

800 PATIENTS SINCE ITS OPENING.

Infusion Center team
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Last fall, Sibley welcomed Joyce Hamba, M.S.N., W.H.N.P.-B.C., (pictured left) to fill the 
oncology survivorship nurse practitioner role within the Kimmel Cancer Center thanks, in large 
part, to leadership gifts from Rob Rudnick and many grateful patients of Dr. Bruce Kressel, 
who gave in honor of his many years of cancer care for the community. In addition, we are 
tremendously grateful to the Zickler Family Foundation, which offered a generous matching gift 
challenge that encouraged many donors to contribute to this effort.

ADVANCING CANCER CARE AND TREATMENT

“As anyone diagnosed with cancer 

knows, it is transformative, and 

patients need the reassurance of a 

cancer-aware transition from acute 

treatment to primary care. There 

is immense separation anxiety as 

patients move from the intensity 

of acute treatment to surveillance. 

I am honored to be this ‘safehouse’ 

provider for patients as they 

embrace their new normal.”

JOYCE HAMBA
ONCOLOGY SURVIVORSHIP N.P.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the establishment of 

Patty’s Fund, one of more than a half-dozen patient support funds 

at Sibley. Over the past decade, Patty’s Fund has raised more 

than $1.2 million to support patients and their families during 

treatment in the form of rides, medication and grocery gift cards.

Social Work team
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SPOTLIGHT

One recent exciting development in cancer 
research was a study, Checkmate-816, 
led by Dr. Patrick Forde at The Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore and 
Dr. Steven Broderick (left) at Sibley 
Memorial Hospital. Dr. Ben Levy (right), 
clinical director, Johns Hopkins Sidney 
Kimmel Cancer Center, and medical 
director, thoracic medical oncology, for 
the National Capital Region at Sibley, was 
fortunate to be a part of this study, which 
is leading to major changes in the way 
patients with non-small-cell lung cancer 
(NSCLC) are being treated. 

Neoadjuvant chemotherapy is used to reduce the size of a tumor prior to 
surgery, and this trial examined the impact of adding immunotherapy to 
chemotherapy before surgery to harness patients’ own immune systems to 
turn against their cancer. 

The Johns Hopkins team studied complete pathological response, which meant 
there were no residual viable tumor cells. In comparing the two treatments, 
neoadjuvant chemotherapy with immune therapy saw a complete pathological 
response rate (no residual tumor cells) of 25%, compared to only 2% with 
chemotherapy alone. 

“This is a remarkable and practice-changing breakthrough and has far reaching 
implications for those diagnosed with NSCLC,” says Dr. Levy. “Because the 
data was so profound, the treatment was recently FDA-approved and gives us 
another treatment option with improved outcomes for patients with this type 
of lung cancer.” 

Philanthropy supports research, equipment needs, recruitment and retention of 
quality personnel and helps Dr. Levy and other faculty at Sibley accelerate their 
vital research to increase our knowledge of the treatment and care of cancer. 
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Thanks to donor support, our pediatric 
radiation oncology program – a unique 
partnership between Johns Hopkins Medicine, 
Sibley Memorial Hospital and Children’s 
National Hospital – has continued to expand to 
treat more patients and conduct more research.  

We are particularly grateful to the A. James & 
Alice B. Clark Foundation, the Edith Glick 
Shoolman Children’s Foundation and our Young 
Professionals Board for supporting the current 
needs of the pediatric oncology program. This 
includes transportation and housing for pediatric 
patients and their families in financial need, 
new equipment, continuing education for the 
dedicated pediatric team and more. These funds 
and others have also allowed our pediatric cancer 
experts to advance important research with a 
particular focus on pediatric brain tumors.

INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE 
SUPPORTING CANCER CARE

At the Johns Hopkins Kimmel Cancer Center at 
Sibley, thanks to the donor-supported Dana M. Weist 
Fund for Oncology Wellness and the Lloyd Symington 
Foundation which supports Sibley’s reiki fund, cancer 
patients and their caregivers can take advantage of 
classes in restorative yoga, meditation and mindfulness, 
reiki for self-care and art therapy at no cost. 

According to Pam Goetz, Oncology Survivorship 
Program manager, “these programs support patients in 
managing the physical, emotional and spiritual effects 
of diagnosis and treatment, as well as in their recovery 
when treatment has been completed. When so much 
of cancer treatment is out of their control, patients 
tell me that engaging in mind-body classes empowers 
them in their own healing process.”  

PEDIATRIC CANCER ADVANCES 

Pediatric Radiation Oncology team
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Reducing health care disparities and 
enhancing access to cancer care for 
underserved populations is a key 
priority of the Johns Hopkins Kimmel 
Cancer Center at Sibley. Since 2019, 
Sibley has partnered with Unity 
Health Care to address health care 
disparities for residents of Wards 7 
and 8 in the District.  

We are grateful for the Judy and 
Peter Blum Kovler Foundation’s 
commitment to reducing health 
care disparities and enhancing 
access to cancer care for underserved 
populations. This past year, we were 
able to launch Phase I of The Kovler 
Community Cancer Corps plan, 
which allowed us to hire two new 
positions: Nurse Navigator Ilana 
Velasquez, R.N., B.S.N., O.C.N., 
and Patient Navigator Ariel Ford, 
O.P.N.-C.G. (pictured right).  

Additionally, to support our cancer 
patients in financial need, we have 
several patient assistance funds 
that rely on philanthropy. In 2012, 
foundation board member Rob 
Liberatore, along with many of his 
friends and family, established the 
Patty Liberatore Fund, or “Patty’s 
Fund,” at Sibley to honor Rob’s late 
wife, Patty. During her battle with 
cancer, Patty became passionate about 
the need to provide resources to 
financially challenged cancer patients 
so that no one would delay or forego 
a diagnosis or treatment. The fund 
assists cancer patients with costs of 
medication, transportation and other 
expenses. Since its founding, many 
donors have contributed generously 
to grow Patty’s Fund to help meet 
the needs of our oncology patients in 
financial need. 

Today, we have more than a half 
dozen funds that support cancer 
patients in need of specialized 
assistance throughout their treatment 
— including a specific gynecologic 
oncology patient support fund — 
among others.  

REDUCING DISPARITIES IN ACCESSING CANCER CARE

Ilana Velasquez and Ariel Ford 

GREATER SUPPORT FOR NEW MOTHERS IN NEED

Ensuring that all moms and babies get the care they need and deserve 
is a key priority for Sibley’s Women’s and Infants’ Services (WIS) 
program. The Maternal Health Access Program (MHAP), made 
possible by an investment from the A. James & Alice B. Clark 
Foundation, enhances access to prenatal and high-risk care by 
partnering with community-based providers to improve hospital 
services for the most fragile newborns, address adverse social drivers 
of health, train staff in health equity, and enhance outreach and 
education to underserved women.  

The MHAP provides a wide range of support to new mothers including safe sleep training, bereavement care in the case of 
the loss of a child, postnatal depression screening, coordination of care, and even housing and transportation when needed.  

Maternal Health Access Program team
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Sibley has the largest percentage of patients aged 65 years and 
older compared to other regional hospitals, with this population 
comprising 60% of Sibley’s inpatient admissions. Overall, we know 
that hospitalized geriatric patient outcomes are poorer compared 
with younger patients. Multiple variables interact to create unique 
needs experienced by older adults during hospitalization for acute 
illness. Common chronic conditions associated with aging include 
hearing impairment, vision impairment, delirium and frailty and 
orthopedic impairments, which put older adults at risk for falls. The 
NICHE (Nurses Improving Care for Healthsystem Elders) program, 
directed by Suzanne Dutton, D.N.P., G.N.P., R.N., addresses these 
problems as a nurse-led education and consultation program designed 
to help improve the quality of care for older adults. 

A critical component of the NICHE program is our Geriatric Nurse 
Navigator Rosemary Trejo, B.S.N., — a position completely funded 
by philanthropy from generous supporters. Rosemary is able to care 
for more than 600 patients annually, with a specific focus on those 
80 years and older. The NICHE program is continuously working 
to create innovative designs of how to best support this age group 
by educating and inspiring those who deliver their care. 

For example, we have used virtual reality (VR) to allow health 
care providers to experience firsthand the visual and hearing 
impairments that often accompany old age, directly understanding 
what the patient is experiencing. The outcomes have shown that 
using VR headsets improves empathy among health care providers. 
Donor philanthropy enabled Sibley to purchase this equipment and 
train our nurses to provide the very best, compassionate care. 

SIBLEY IS CURRENTLY

 INVOLVED IN 

MORE THAN 

120 ONCOLOGY 

CLINICAL 

RESEARCH TRIALS 

— A 60% INCREASE SINCE 

DECEMBER 2021.

SUPPORTING OLDER ADULTS

WITH THE ADDITION OF NEW 

TALENTED GYNECOLOGIC 

SURGEONS TO OUR 

ESTABLISHED SURGICAL 

PRACTICE, OUR OPERATING 

ROOM VOLUMES INCREASED 

27% OVER THE PREVIOUS 

YEAR AND WE TREATED 

43% MORE NEW 

PATIENTS IN THE CENTER 

FOR GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY 

AND ADVANCED PELVIC SURGERY.
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WOMEN’S HEALTH: 
TREATING COMPLEX GYNECOLOGIC CONDITIONS

The Anne and Donald Grant Kelly Center for 
Gynecologic Oncology and Advanced Pelvic Surgery 
at Sibley offers a full range of surgical, screening, and 
rehabilitation services for women with gynecologic 
cancers and other complex gynecologic conditions by 
using innovative surgical techniques. Philanthropy helps 
provide advanced technologies and treatments for patients, 
ongoing education opportunities for our staff, and 
support services for patients and families during and after 
treatment, as well as support for gynecologic oncology 
patients in need.

Created by Martin Paul, M.D., the PRIME program 
focuses on optimizing surgical care for frail adults over 
75 years of age. Evidence shows that providing supportive 
rehabilitative care preoperatively and throughout 
hospitalization improves outcomes. This program is 
grounded on the structure of the American College of 
Surgeons quality improvement program, Geriatric Surgery 
Verification. Together the PRIME team, including Suzanne 
Dutton, D.N.P., G.N.P., R.N., Martin Paul, M.D., and 
Rosemary Trejo, R.N., (pictured right) is working to 
implement a patient-centered approach to improve the 
health of our older patients. 

MILESTONE: The Sibley Senior Association (SSA) celebrated its 
35th anniversary this fall, and contributions to the SSA continue to 
help us deliver meaningful programming to more than 6,000 older 
adults in our community. From Club Memory®, our social support 
group for individuals affected by memory and cognitive impairment — 
celebrating its 10th anniversary — to exercise classes, support groups 
and more, your generosity makes these much-needed services possible.

Sibley Senior Association team

PRIME (PRESURGICAL REHABILITATIVE AND 
INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE FOR ELDERS) PROGRAM

Gynecologic Oncology team



sibleyfoundation.org • 202-537-4257 

Sibley Memorial Hospital Foundation
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Washington, DC 20016

THANK YOU
We are grateful to everyone who chooses to support Sibley through a contribution.
Our patients, their family members, our Sibley care team and our entire community 
all benefit from your generosity.
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