
COVID-19 has transformed life for all of us. Concern for the safety of our  
patients has been a top priority. As a result, Sibley and all locations across  
the Johns Hopkins Health System have implemented changes to patient  
and visitor policies. These changes include screening of patients and  
visitors, limiting the number of visitors to the hospital, implementing social  
distancing practices and providing telemedicine services for patients.

Philanthropy has played a critical role in our ability to respond to this crisis  
— our community has rallied around our emergency response efforts. Your 
generous contributions have helped Sibley provide personal protective  
equipment (PPE) for our staff, purchase necessary equipment and conduct 
important training for staff through Sibley’s Emergency Preparedness  
and Response Fund. Additionally, through our Feed the Front Lines fund, 
you’ve helped us deliver more than 30,000 meals to doctors, nurses  
and care teams here in the hospital. In addition you’ve enabled us to provide  
3,600 bags of groceries and gift cards to Sibley staff who have been  
financially challenged by the pandemic. 

Contributions to Sibley’s COVID-19 Health Disparities Fund are allowing us  
to reach out beyond our neighborhood with targeted support to residents, 
community partners and vulnerable populations in high-need communities. 
These funds will help expand access to telemedicine in underserved  
communities, provide support to seniors impacted by social isolation and  
provide needed products, including masks, to essential workers and residents. 

An Extraordinary Community of Supporters Supporting  
Caregivers

Thanks to support from 
people like you, Sibley 
is able to offer the RISE 
(Resilience in Stressful  
Events) program to our 
staff. RISE provides  
employees who have  
been emotionally  
impacted by a stressful, 
patient-related incident 
with confidential  
peer-to-peer support. 
Recipients of this  
support have reported 
that it reduces feelings of  
anxiety and blame and  
helps them recuperate 
more quickly. Thank you 
for supporting our  
frontline caregivers!
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To our generous supporters: 

This has been a year unlike any other. COVID-19 has changed so many things,  
from how we work, to how our kids go to school and how we celebrate life’s  
milestones. Some things remain constant, however. Care continues, even during  
a pandemic. Johns Hopkins and Sibley quickly transformed care delivery  
during this pandemic, always focusing on what was best for our community. 

And you have remained so dedicated to supporting Sibley during these  
unprecedented times. With deep gratitude, I want to thank you for your  
generosity. Whether you helped provide meals, donated homemade masks  
or contributed to support our emergency response efforts, your gifts  
were a bright spot during this difficult time. I have heard firsthand from my  
colleagues who were struggling to balance work and home life during this  
pandemic how much your generosity meant to them, and lifted their spirits.  
We are humbled by the way our community has supported our team so  
generously — not only during this pandemic, but for decades. 

Your support also continues to help valued programs throughout our hospital.  
The Johns Hopkins Proton Therapy Center, made possible through donor  
contributions, began treating patients last fall. The Center recently opened  
its third treatment room and will soon open a designated research gantry.  
We’re so proud to able to offer this important resource to our Washington  
community. Donors like you have also played a critical role in supporting  
our nursing education programs and many other departments, which have  
a direct impact on patient care at Sibley.

The pandemic has shown us how interconnected we all are — and how  
important that connection is. While social distancing has meant that we  
can’t be together in the same ways that we are used to, concern for each  
other and pride in our Sibley community has brought us together to  
show support for and celebrate our frontline health care workers. We’re  
so grateful to be part of this community.

On behalf of the Sibley Memorial Hospital Foundation Board of Trustees,  
our physicians and nurses and the rest of the Sibley team — but most  
importantly, on behalf of our patients and their families — we thank you  
for your unwavering support.

 With Gratitude, 

 

  Kristen Pruski, CFRE 
Sibley Memorial Hospital Foundation

WHAT you MADE POSSIBLE IN 2020

We weren’t able to gather in March 2020 for our  
annual Celebration of Hope & Progress Gala in honor  
of nursing education programs at Sibley because of 
COVID-19. You helped us raise more than $500,000 to 
support nursing education, and though we couldn’t be 
there in person to say thank you, we remain grateful  
for your support. Funds raised help provide a number  
of continuing education and professional development  
opportunities for our nurses. These educational  
offerings are one way Sibley works to recruit and retain 
a skilled nursing staff within a competitive market.  
In the last year, with your support, 16 of our nurses  
were able to attend conferences where they shared 
their knowledge and brought back best practices,  
12 nurses received financial support that helped them 
pursue a specialty certification and 60 novice nurs-
es were mentored, gaining critical skills and support 
through Sibley’s nurse residency program. Thank you 
for helping us ensure that our patients receive the  
best care possible from highly skilled nurses. You’re 
making a direct impact on nursing practice and patient 
care at our hospital.

Helping Nurses on Their Journey

Jessica Goggins 
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Because of donors like you, I was able to  
attend the Oncology Nurses Society  
Congress, where I learned best practices to 
reduce allergic reactions to chemotherapy 
drugs in our patients here at Sibley,” says 
Jessica Goggins, M.S.N., R.N., O.C.N., in 
Sibley’s medical oncology infusion center. 
Jessica had noticed frequent reactions during  
the first and second administration of a  
particular drug. At the conference, she 
learned about a method for chemotherapy 
infusion for breast cancer patients, which 
reduced the rate of reactions, and brought 
this process back to Sibley. 

The Johns Hopkins Proton Therapy Center began treating patients in October 2019. Proton 
therapy is a highly precise cancer treatment that focuses more radiation on the tumor and less 
on the surrounding healthy tissue. This is particularly important for children, who may suffer 
lasting side effects from traditional cancer treatments. With the support of donors like you, the 
Center is providing new options for cancer treatment not previously available, including treating 
pediatric craniospinal patients and other patients for whom conventional radiation would be  
too harmful. As a result, the Proton Therapy Center has become the facility where the most 
challenging cases in our region are sent. 

The Center offers the most advanced pencil beam proton therapy 
technology available. Three treatment gantries are now open, and 
a research room will open in 2021. The dedicated research room 
will allow scientists from across Johns Hopkins Medicine to  
advance our knowledge of proton therapy. Through a collaboration 
with Children’s National Hospital, it is the only proton center in the 
region to have a dedicated pediatric team. Thanks to philanthropic  
funding, we are expanding services provided to children — this  
includes providing virtual reality services that will reduce anxiety 
for children before treatment, and neurocognitive testing along 
with imaging that will help advance our understanding of the  
protective effect of proton therapy compared to standard photon  
therapy. Thank you for helping us bring this extraordinary treatment  
to the National Capital Region.

Advanced Cancer Treatment in Our Community

Johns Hopkins Medicine physician 
Matt Ladra, M.D. directs pediatric 
care at the Johns Hopkins Proton 
Therapy Center at Sibley. 
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With donor support for  
nursing education, more than  

160 nurses received important 
cross training to prepare  
them for nursing care in  
Sibley’s COVID-19 unit. 

 The hospital launched a telehealth  
virtual platform to provide access to 

care for outpatients, as well as inpatient 
telehealth tools to avoid unnecessary 

traffic into patient rooms. Between 
March and August 2020 we provided 

20,000 telemedicine visits. More  
than 6,000 of these were medical  

oncology telemedicine visits.

 Johns Hopkins faculty quickly  
developed an in-house  

COVID-19 test with rapid  
turnaround of 45 minutes that Sibley  

uses for the most critical cases.

 The Sibley Senior Association initiated 
a virtual engagement strategy to ensure 

that members had opportunities to engage 
socially during this crisis through Zoom 
meetings, classes, support groups and 

conference calls. More than 200 virtual 
programs have been offered since March.

 Sibley has purchased cloth  
masks and has partnered with  

24 community-based organizations  
to distribute 48,000 masks to  

residents in need across the District, 
with more than half of the masks  

distributed to seniors, families and  
essential workers in Wards 7 and 8.

In the last year, your contributions helped support a number of critical programs and services  
at Sibley Memorial Hospital. Community support for our COVID-19 response has been  

overwhelming. From expanding our telemedicine services to ensure that vulnerable populations  
can get care from home, to helping us reach out to our larger Washington, D.C. community,  

here’s a glance at some of the things you helped make possible.

 Soon after the crisis hit, Sibley  
deployed a drive through testing  
site. By September, our team had  

administered more than 13,000 tests. 

Your  Your  
ImpactImpact 
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We are grateful to everyone who chooses to  
support Sibley through a contribution. Our patients, 
their family members, our Sibley care team and our 
entire community all benefit from your generosity.

Thank  
     you!
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