Guest Speakers at the Symposium of Humanity and Medicine
Abraham Verghese, MD, MACP

A

braham Verghese, MD,
MACP is the Linda R. Meier
and Joan F. Lane Provostial Professor and Vice Chair for the Theory
& Practice of Medicine, as well as
the Internal Medicine Clerkship
Director at Stanford University
School of Medicine. His research
interests lie in development of clinical skills and the
bedside exam, both in its technical aspects, but also in
the importance of the ritual and what is conveyed by
the physician’s presence and technique at the bedside.
Dr. Verghese is also the author of My Own Country,
The Tennis Partner and Cutting for Stone. He is a
member of the Association of American Physicians and
was elected to the Institute of Medicine of the National
Academy of Sciences.
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K

enneth M. Ludmerer, MD, is an
internist, medical educator, and
historian of medicine. He is Professor of Medicine in the School of
Medicine and Professor of History
in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences
at Washington University, St. Louis.
Dr. Ludmerer is best known for
his work in medical education and health care policy.
His books include Learning to Heal, on the creation
of America’s system of medical education, which was
nominated for a Pulitzer Prize and Bancroft Prize. His
subsequent book, Time to Heal, an examination of
the evolution of American medical education from the
turn of the century to the present era of managed care,
has been called by reviewers “a masterpiece of great
national importance” and was also nominated for a
Pulitzer Prize and Bancroft Prize.

Lloyd B. Minor, MD
Danielle Ofri, MD, PhD

D

anielle Ofri, MD, PhD, is a
physician at Bellevue Hospital
and associate professor of medicine
at NYU. She writes about medicine
and the doctor-patient connection
for the New York Times, and other
publications. Danielle is co-founder
and Editor-in-Chief of the Bellevue
Literary Review. the first literary journal to arise from
a medical setting. Danielle is the author of four books
about the world of medicine: What Doctors Feel: How
Emotions Affect the Practice of Medicine, Medicine in
Translation: Journeys with my Patient, Incidental Findings: Lessons from my Patients in the Art of Medicine,
Singular Intimacies: Becoming a Doctor at Bellevue.

L

loyd B. Minor, MD is the Carl
and Elizabeth Naumann Dean
of Stanford University School of
Medicine. Previously, he was the
provost and senior vice president
for academic affairs of Johns
Hopkins University, and formerly
the Andelot Professor and Director
of the Johns Hopkins Department of OtolaryngologyHead and Neck Surgery. At Stanford, Dr. Minor has
championed Precision Health as the next generation
of health care focused on keeping people healthy and
providing care that is tailored to individual variations.
Additionally, Dr. Minor has led the development and
implementation of an innovative model for cancer
research and patient care delivery and has also launched
an initiative in biomedical data science to harness the
power of big data and create a learning health care
system. Dr. Minor is a member of the Institute of
Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences.
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M

edicine is changing at an
unprecedented rate. Should Oslerian
humanist principles enshrining the
doctor-patient bond endure, or should
humanism in medicine be re-imagined to
accommodate the rise of data in medicine,
and the increasing mandate to consider
population health? Are patient-centered
care and personalized medicine the modern
incarnations of humanistic medicine? Please
join our symposium of notable physicians,
philosophers, writers, and educators
including Drs. Kenneth Ludmerer, Lloyd
Minor, Danielle Ofri, Abraham Verghese
and distinguished Johns Hopkins faculty as
we discuss and grapple with the place of
humanism in current-day medicine.

Symposium on Humanity and Medicine Schedule
Topic						Speaker				Time
Introduction of John Conley

		

Charles Cummings, MD		

8:30 AM

Opening remarks					Paul Rothman, MD			8:35 AM
Introduction and definition of the issues
encompassing care and training

Yuri Agrawal, MD			

Preservation of excellence in American 		
Kenneth Ludmerer, MD		
medicine
					Discussant: Matt Stewart, MD PhD

8:40 AM
8:45 AM

What doctors feel					Danielle Ofri, MD			9:15 AM
Coffee break						---					9:45 AM

D

r. John Conley
was a renowned
head and neck surgeon
who received his medical
training from the
University of Pittsburgh
in 1937 and served as an
Army Surgeon during
World War 2. During his
wartime service and in his subsequent years
at Columbia University, he pioneered novel
techniques for the reconstruction of major
head and neck defects. He was committed to
humanism in medicine, and in the early 1990’s
established the John Conley Foundation
for Ethics and Philosophy in Medicine. He
passed away on October 2, 1999.

Concerns of the students and young doctor
Roy Ziegelstein, MD 		
medical students and residents 			
and selected medical students
									and residents

10:00 AM

Lives in medicine: “What matters is that
all this did happen”

Jacek Mostwin, MD		

11:00 AM

Implications of precision health 			

Lloyd Minor, MD

11:30 AM

Lunch 						

---				

12:00 PM

Creating the environment of humanity in
post-graduate training structure (Panel)

Moderator: Glenn Treisman, MD
1:00 PM
Panelists: John Flynn, MD; David Hellman, MD;
Justin McArthur, MD; Robert Higgins, MD;
Peter Pronovost, MD

Humanity and medicine 				

Abraham Verghese, MD 		

2:30 PM

