
 

  

Interested? 

Our scribes have the 
opportunity to work with a 

range of clinicians, from 
amazing primary care 

physicians and providers to 
outstanding medical 
specialists. Working 

alongside world-class faculty 
members at the Johns 

Hopkins University School of 
Medicine, our academic 

scribes learn firsthand about 
clinical medicine and health 
care. For informa�on, please 

contact: 

Carrie Berlet 
Project Administrator 
OJHPScribe@jh.edu 
443-927-8541 
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The best part of the scribe 
experience has been … 

“ge�ng to know pa�ents and 
their families, seeing growth 
and development, playing an 
ac�ve role in pa�ent care.” 

“the opportunity to see a 
diverse group of pa�ents and 

the way my physician interacts, 
takes a history, and comes to a 
diagnosis/treatment for each 

one.” 

The Academic Scribe 
Program at Johns 

Hopkins 

mailto:OJHPScribe@jh.edu


 

 

What is a scribe? 
While electronic health records have poten�al to 
improve medical care, physicians o�en struggle to 
atend to pa�ents while managing the technical 
demands of the so�ware. Medical scribes are trained 
clerical personnel who document clinical encounters 
in real �me, proving to be a meaningful solu�on to this 
problem. They assist clinicians in gathering data, and 
navigate medical records without making 
independent interpreta�ons or judgments. This extra 
aten�on helps the physician and pa�ent connect 
more effec�vely. We have trained 80 scribes since 
2016, and nearly all have gone on to medical school. 

Program Goals 
• To improve physician joy of prac�ce. 
• To increase pa�ent access and enhance 

physician-pa�ent interac�ons. 
• To provide a meaningful experience for pre-

health professionals taking a gap year 
between undergraduate and graduate 
educa�on.  

 

“Going into this experience, I had expected 
to learn a lot not only about the field of 
medicine but also regarding the ins and 
outs of an ambulatory clinic’s daily 
func�ons. Now five months in, I have 
learned so much more about different 
diseases, treatments, pathology, etc. than I 
had ever an�cipated.” 

Commitment: Variable (preferred 12–18 months) 

Salary: $15/hour. 

Loca�on: Scribes are placed in ambulatory and specialty 
prac�ces in Maryland — mostly in Bal�more and 
Montgomery coun�es. 

Medical specialty: Scribes may work in internal medicine, 
pediatrics, family medicine/med-peds, Gyn/OB, and 
medical and surgical special�es. Scribe preferences are 
taken into considera�on. 

Weekly schedule: The posi�on is full �me. Johns Hopkins 
Medicine prac�ces operate Monday–Friday during typical 
business hours, with some evening hours. Scribes are 
expected to work during their providers’ pa�ent visit hours. 

Training: Scribes receive training from faculty members and 
currently ac�ve scribes. The training includes electronic 
health records, classroom learning and prac�ce, and on-site 
shadowing and supervised live-scribing. 

Transporta�on: Scribes must have their own vehicle or 
access to reliable transporta�on, such as the Metro. 

 

How does scribing prepare you for medical, 
nursing or pharmacy school? 

On medical school preparation: “Because I’m 
given the ‘inside scoop’ and more insight into 
health care than shadowing alone, I see the 
challenges the physician and patient face. This 
allows me to enter medical school with these 
challenges in mind and seek solutions. It’s a given 
my medical knowledge is much greater than if I 
never scribed. I have a better understanding of 
how the physician takes information, comes up 
with a diagnosis and explains it to the patient.” 

On medical school interviews: “My scribing 
experience has given me a lot to talk about in my 
medical school interviews. Because I gained 
greater insight on health care and the role of the 
physician, I was able to elaborate on certain 
ques�ons much beter than if I did not have this 
experience.” 

 

 

 

 

We have trained more than 80 scribes 
since 2016. 

100% would recommend this gap experience to 
others students. 

100% would choose the JHM scribe program again if 
given the choice. 

100% felt more prepared to enter medical school 
a�er scribing. 
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