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is some weight off their shoulders. 
Sometimes these little things can go 
a long way.”

When one of Andrew Cam-
eron’s patients asked where she 
could provide a donation, he sug-
gested Stepping Stones. The donor, 
who wishes to remain anonymous, 
first made a gift of $5,000. Several 
months later, she called Duckworth 
and wanted to do more. 

“At a time when patients and 

their families are working hard to 
recover from a serious surgery like 
transplant, we can’t let financial 
worries get in the way of healing,” 
the donor says. “Dr. Cameron and 
his team gave me more than a new 
liver; they gave me hope. It’s impor-
tant to my family to help give that 
hope to others by giving to Stepping 
Stones.” 

Cameron, a longtime champion 
of the program, says he often sees 

patients in clinic after surgery whose 
medical problems are resolved but 
who still face additional challenges, 
such as making copays for medicines 
or providing food or presents for 
holidays.

“Endowing this gift fund means 
we can impact many holidays, as 
well as unpaid water and heating 
bills,” Cameron says. “We now have 
leverage to continue the program for 
quite some time.” n

I
n Bermuda, many know Dr. 
E.F. Gordon (1895–1955) as the 
legendary civil rights leader who 
fought for racial desegregation 
and workers’ rights. For thoracic 

surgeon Malcolm Brock, the connec-
tion is more personal.

Brock’s grandfather, Mansfield 
Brock Sr., owned a popular barber-
shop that doubled as a social club. 
Dr. Gordon was a close friend who 
frequented the shop to debate politics 
and take the pulse of public opin-
ion. He also was the Brocks’ family 
physician. “Dr. Gordon was a brilliant 
diagnostician,” says Brock, who recalls 
his grandfather telling him how Dr. 
Gordon once saved 
the life of his own 
father, Mansfield 
Jr.

The story of 
how he emergently 
drained an infected 
abscess on Brock’s 
father when he was 
a 5-year-old boy 
— at a time before 
antibiotics — and 
then treated the 
resulting sepsis 
with homemade 
medication cre-
ated in his private 
laboratory inspired 
Brock to pursue 
medicine. 

“That story stayed 
in my mind as I went 
through school,” re-
calls Brock, who was 
recently named the Dr. E.F. Gordon 
Professor of Thoracic Surgery at Johns 
Hopkins Medicine, thanks to phil-
anthropic support from admirers in 

Bermuda who created the endowed 
professorship. “Dr. Gordon, who had 
gone to such an eminent medical 
school, the University of Edinburgh, 
eventually found his place within 
little Bermuda, and then used his 
creativity to save my dad’s life.”

From humble beginnings, Brock’s 
father grew up to become the found-
ing CEO of Bermuda College and to 
serve the Bermudian government in 
numerous capacities, including per-
manent secretary of education.

Brock has understood the impact 
of philanthropy from early on in 
his academic career, as he earned a 
Rotary scholarship to study in Japan 

after graduating from 
high school as vale-
dictorian of his class. 
He taught himself to 
speak fluent Japanese, 
earned a black belt in 
judo and pursued a 
Master of Letters in 
East Asian studies as 
a Rhodes scholar. He 
went on to earn his 
M.D. from the Johns 
Hopkins University 
School of Medicine 
(’91) as well as com-
plete both a general 
surgery residency and 
a fellowship in car-
diothoracic surgery at 

Johns Hopkins.
A professor of sur-

gery and oncology as 
well as environmental 
health sciences at The 

Johns Hopkins University, Brock has 
received multiple honors, including 
a Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Bermuda Healthcare Foundation 

and the prestigious James IV As-
sociation of Surgeons Award, which 
included visiting professorships to 
medical schools in China, Japan, 
France and South Africa. He is a 
member of numerous national medi-
cal societies and until recently served 
as president of the Society of Black 
Academic Surgeons. 

Support from the endowed 
professorship will significantly 
advance Brock’s research pursuits, 
which include developing novel 
molecular biomarkers to diagnose 

cancer earlier, and uncovering 
a possible genetic association 
for palmar, axillary and pedal 
hyperhidrosis (excessive sweating) and 
other dysautonomic disorders.    

“I'm honored to be associated with 
the name of Dr. E.F. Gordon,” says 
Brock. “He learned empathy from his 
work as a physician, and that directly 
informed his activism. I am driven by 
that same desire to make life better for 
those who are less fortunate.” n
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Endowed Professorship

This Pioneers of Progress 
stamp, issued by the 

Bermuda government in 
2000, commemorates the 
life and contributions of  

Dr. E. F. Gordon

Support from the endowed professorship will advance Malcolm Brock’s 
research pursuits, which include uncovering a possible genetic association for 
palmar, axillary and pedal hyperhidrosis (excessive sweating).

caught early.
Before his current contribu-

tion, Kenney gave two gifts totaling 
$180,000 to support Broderick’s work. 
When Kenney decided to give more, 
supporting a research database was the 
perfect fit.

“The data points don’t lie, and I’m 
a data scientist. I know that,” Kenney 
says. “My hope is that Johns Hopkins 
continues to push the envelope with 
data and data science, and integrates 
it into the outcomes. The fact that my 
little piece is helping really makes me 
feel good.” nTo learn more about charitable giving to the Comprehensive Transplant Center,  

visit bit.ly/ctcgiving. 
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Alongside the many challenges 
related to the pandemic, the 
Johns Hopkins Department 

of Surgery is reflecting on the loss 
of several historic leaders this year. 
These surgeons made lasting contri-
butions to the Department of Sur-
gery that we will always remember. 
Today, we acknowledge their legacies 
and find inspiration to move forward 
with optimism.

Each one of these influential lead-
ers made incredible contributions to 
our department that ultimately made 
us better and benefited hundreds 
of patients. Dr. Gershon Efron, an 
award-winning teacher who inspired 
several generations of physicians and 
surgical residents — including his 
three sons — passed away on June 8.

Dr. George Melville “Mel” Wil-
liams, who helped to start the trans-
plantation program at Johns Hopkins 
and became chief of transplantation 
and vascular surgery, passed away on 
August 27.

And Dr. George Zuidema, who 
helped to devise a restructuring of 
the department that enhanced our 
efforts and ultimately led to separate 
departments for neurosurgery, or-
thopaedics, otolaryngology, urology 
and general surgery, passed away on 
July 6.

Throughout the pandemic, our 
current surgeons have been car-
ing for patients hospitalized with 
COVID-19. They have performed 
organ transplant operations, pro-
vided lifesaving cancer and cardiac 
procedures, and initiated research on 
potential COVID-19 interventions 
that could help save lives (see article 
on right).

Together, I know we can tackle 
even the most difficult of problems. 
The Johns Hopkins Department 
of Surgery remains committed to 
world-class clinical care, research 
and education — but we couldn’t do 
it without you. As always, thank you 
for supporting us and the programs 
that help so many others. Please stay 
safe and healthy. n

Philanthropist Guarantees Extra 
Help for Organ Transplant Recipients

F
or 12 years, social worker Angie 
Duckworth and her colleagues 
have operated a fund on a shoe-
string budget that provides pa-
tients recovering from transplant 

surgery with small donations to help cover 
groceries, parking fees or utility bills. Now, 
with a $100,000 endowed gift from a grateful 
liver transplant recipient, the Stepping Stones 
program is well poised to help hundreds 
more patients in the years to come.

“We constantly hear from patients about 
the difficulties they have managing all of the 
expenses that come with transplant,” Duck-
worth says. “The world doesn’t stop spin-
ning, so even managing their electricity bill 
can get challenging.”

Duckworth launched Stepping Stones in 
2008. Over the years, the program has sup-
ported itself through fundraising events such 
as holiday parties and bingo nights, donations 
from transplant surgeons and staff, and activi-
ties like T-shirt sales.

It’s been enough to provide hundreds of patients with 
parking vouchers, gas station gift cards, and other as-
sistance as needed to support successful outcomes. The 
fund also has been able to do some unique things, like 
purchase work boots for one patient returning to work, 
and provide money to supplement another patient’s 

purchase of a prosthetic leg. The transplant social workers 
can do a needs assessment.

“Patients are really thankful,” Duckworth says. “There 
are a lot of people who don’t qualify for typical patient 
assistance programs, and we can hand them something 
quickly without filling out an application and wait-
ing. Being able to cover groceries for a couple of weeks 

Gift Will Enhance  
Thoracic Oncology Research

R
etired computer scientist Bill Kenney under-
stands the power of data regarding research 
and patient outcomes. That’s why he pledged 
$250,000 over two years to help establish a 
multidisciplinary thoracic oncology research 

database, allowing clinicians to access a totality of 
patient data in order to collaborate on research 
and optimize patient care.

Kenney, a Richmond, Virginia, resident, 
was treated for esophageal cancer in 2017 at the 
Johns Hopkins Kimmel Cancer Center. He’s 
grateful for the care he received from Stephen 
Broderick, M.D., associate director of the Johns 
Hopkins cardiothoracic residency program, 
and Richard Battafarano, M.D., Ph.D., 
regional director of general thoracic 
surgery, both of whom the gift ben-
efits. Kenney’s cancer is in remission.

“I was just so impressed with 
everything Johns Hopkins did,” Ken-
ney says. “They really focus on the 
patient.”

Broderick says the gift will help en-
sure that other patients have outcomes 
as good as Kenney’s.

“Cancer care in 2020, particularly 
for lung and esophageal cancer — it’s 
complex and it needs to be multidisci-
plinary,” Broderick says, “and so gifts like 

this really help us foster that cross-discipline collabora-
tion and focus on optimizing patient outcomes across 
thoracic oncology.”

The research database, which will launch in 2021, 
will include all clinical data — everything from how the 

patient presented to other underlying conditions, 
and from treatment-specific radiation to types 
and sizes of tumors. For example, if a patient 
with lung cancer is treated with surgery and ste-
reotactic radiation, detailed information from 
both procedures, including outcomes, will be 
recorded.

“It really gives us the chance to look at the 
interplay between these different treatments,” 

Broderick says.
Kenney, 68, sought care from 

the Kimmel Cancer Center in early 
2017 after a gastroenterologist in 

Richmond found an ulcer at the 
base of his esophagus and saw 

what he suspected was cancer. 
Kenney and his wife tempo-
rarily moved to Baltimore 
for a month and a half, and 
he was treated with che-
motherapy, radiation and 

surgery — an esophagec-
tomy to remove any remaining 

cancer. His cancer was, thankfully, 

Robert Higgins

(Continued on page 4)(Continued on page 4)

To make a gift online,  
visit bit.ly/surgerygift.

Legislation 
Encourages 
Giving
The CARES Act 
has incentives for 
charitable giving in 
2020.

The Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Secu-
rity (CARES) Act, which 
became law in March, fo-
cuses mainly on economic 
relief for individuals and 
businesses, but it also in-
cludes tax provisions for 
charitable giving in 2020. 

If you take the stan-
dard income tax deduc-
tion, you may receive 
a charitable deduction 
for cash contributions 
to Johns Hopkins up to 
$300. If you itemize your 
deductions, you may de-
duct annual cash gifts to 
Johns Hopkins of up to 
100% of your adjusted 
gross income. 

The CARES Act also 
temporarily waives re-
quired distributions from 
most retirement plans 
in 2020. And, if you are 
age 70.5 or older, you can 
still make a tax-free gift, 
directly from your IRA to 
Johns Hopkins, of up to 
$100,000. 

To help with gift 
planning opportunities, 
contact:

Merissa Courtright 
mcourtright@jhmi.edu
443-287-7957

Suzie Ferrero 
suzie@jhu.edu
410-516-3798

Bill Kenney »

The Stepping Stones program is facilitated by a team of transplant 
social workers and nurse practitioners. Above, from left to right: Angela 
Duckworth, Carrie Chamberlain Penny, Rochelle Blum, Rachel Marino 
and Mary Kaiser.

COVID-19 Research by Faculty  
in the Department of Surgery
Research continues to inform the medical community’s knowledge of the coronavirus that’s led to the 
global pandemic. In the Johns Hopkins Department of Surgery, clinician-researchers are studying organ 
transplant recipients and the medications they take to investigate possible treatments for and protection 
from COVID-19. Portions of this work are funded by philanthropy.  

Clinical Trial to Examine Immune 
Suppression Drug to Treat Severe COVID-19

Johns Hopkins transplant surgeon Russell 
Wesson, M.B.Ch.B., and nephrologist Nada 
Alachkar, M.D., are co-principal investigators of 
a clinical trial studying whether the monoclonal 
antibody clazakizumab can lessen severity in cases 
of severe COVID-19 and lead to faster recovery 
times with better outcomes.

Clazakizumab is an anti-interleukin-6 
antibody that is sometimes used to alter the 
immune system in people with rejection after 
kidney transplantation. Interleukin-6 is a protein 
known to regulate immune response, which is 
dramatically elevated in people who have severe 
COVID-19. 

Since May 2020, in collaboration 
with the Department of Medicine’s 
Division of Pulmonary and Critical 
Care Medicine and Division of 
Infectious Disease as well as the 
Department of Surgery’s 
Comprehensive Transplant Center, 
the researchers have enrolled 50 
patients from The Johns Hopkins 
Hospital and Howard County 
General Hospital. Patients with severe 
COVID-19 infection who have pulmonary 
failure and symptoms consistent with 
cytokine storm syndrome are qualified for 
enrollment in the trial. 

New York University Langone and NewYork-

Presbyterian/Columbia University are also 
participating in the trial, with a goal of more 
than 150 participants across the three sites. 

In addition to investigating this potential 
treatment, the Johns Hopkins researchers are 
characterizing the cytokine and cellular changes 
that happen when people with COVID-19 are 

treated with clazakizumab.

Researching the Medications 
and Immune Systems of 

Transplant Recipients with 
COVID-19

Johns Hopkins transplant 
surgeons Dorry Segev, M.D., 
Ph.D., and Jacqueline Ga-
ronzik Wang, M.D., Ph.D., 

are studying organ transplant 
recipients who had COVID-19 

to gather information about the 
clinical and immune responses to 

the virus among patients taking im-
munosuppressive medications. 

Through a multicenter network of hospitals 
developed by Segev’s Epidemiology Research 

Group in Organ Transplantation, and supported 
by the National Institutes of Health, the 
investigators are gathering information about 
COVID-19 symptoms, duration of hospital stays 
and long-term effects, as well as taking blood 
samples to identify antibodies to the coronavirus 
that causes CVID-19. Nontransplant individuals 
living in the same households are serving as 
controls in these studies. 

Ultimately, Segev and his team hope to 
uncover whether any of the medications used to 
block the immunoinflammatory response of 
organ rejection are also working to block 
COVID-19’s immunoinflammatory response, 
thereby reducing illness severity. A better 
understanding of these mechanisms will help 
improve COVID-19 treatment for all patients.

The team also hopes to understand whether 
immunosuppressed patients have an antibody 
response to the virus and, if so, how long the 
antibodies remain. Such insights are critical to 
vaccine development for people with hampered 
immune systems. n

Merissa       Suzie
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is some weight off their shoulders. 
Sometimes these little things can go 
a long way.”

When one of Andrew Cam-
eron’s patients asked where she 
could provide a donation, he sug-
gested Stepping Stones. The donor, 
who wishes to remain anonymous, 
first made a gift of $5,000. Several 
months later, she called Duckworth 
and wanted to do more. 

“At a time when patients and 

their families are working hard to 
recover from a serious surgery like 
transplant, we can’t let financial 
worries get in the way of healing,” 
the donor says. “Dr. Cameron and 
his team gave me more than a new 
liver; they gave me hope. It’s impor-
tant to my family to help give that 
hope to others by giving to Stepping 
Stones.” 

Cameron, a longtime champion 
of the program, says he often sees 

patients in clinic after surgery whose 
medical problems are resolved but 
who still face additional challenges, 
such as making copays for medicines 
or providing food or presents for 
holidays.

“Endowing this gift fund means 
we can impact many holidays, as 
well as unpaid water and heating 
bills,” Cameron says. “We now have 
leverage to continue the program for 
quite some time.” n

I
n Bermuda, many know Dr. 
E.F. Gordon (1895–1955) as the 
legendary civil rights leader who 
fought for racial desegregation 
and workers’ rights. For thoracic 

surgeon Malcolm Brock, the connec-
tion is more personal.

Brock’s grandfather, Mansfield 
Brock Sr., owned a popular barber-
shop that doubled as a social club. 
Dr. Gordon was a close friend who 
frequented the shop to debate politics 
and take the pulse of public opin-
ion. He also was the Brocks’ family 
physician. “Dr. Gordon was a brilliant 
diagnostician,” says Brock, who recalls 
his grandfather telling him how Dr. 
Gordon once saved 
the life of his own 
father, Mansfield 
Jr.

The story of 
how he emergently 
drained an infected 
abscess on Brock’s 
father when he was 
a 5-year-old boy 
— at a time before 
antibiotics — and 
then treated the 
resulting sepsis 
with homemade 
medication cre-
ated in his private 
laboratory inspired 
Brock to pursue 
medicine. 

“That story stayed 
in my mind as I went 
through school,” re-
calls Brock, who was 
recently named the Dr. E.F. Gordon 
Professor of Thoracic Surgery at Johns 
Hopkins Medicine, thanks to phil-
anthropic support from admirers in 

Bermuda who created the endowed 
professorship. “Dr. Gordon, who had 
gone to such an eminent medical 
school, the University of Edinburgh, 
eventually found his place within 
little Bermuda, and then used his 
creativity to save my dad’s life.”

From humble beginnings, Brock’s 
father grew up to become the found-
ing CEO of Bermuda College and to 
serve the Bermudian government in 
numerous capacities, including per-
manent secretary of education.

Brock has understood the impact 
of philanthropy from early on in 
his academic career, as he earned a 
Rotary scholarship to study in Japan 

after graduating from 
high school as vale-
dictorian of his class. 
He taught himself to 
speak fluent Japanese, 
earned a black belt in 
judo and pursued a 
Master of Letters in 
East Asian studies as 
a Rhodes scholar. He 
went on to earn his 
M.D. from the Johns 
Hopkins University 
School of Medicine 
(’91) as well as com-
plete both a general 
surgery residency and 
a fellowship in car-
diothoracic surgery at 

Johns Hopkins.
A professor of sur-

gery and oncology as 
well as environmental 
health sciences at The 

Johns Hopkins University, Brock has 
received multiple honors, including 
a Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Bermuda Healthcare Foundation 

and the prestigious James IV As-
sociation of Surgeons Award, which 
included visiting professorships to 
medical schools in China, Japan, 
France and South Africa. He is a 
member of numerous national medi-
cal societies and until recently served 
as president of the Society of Black 
Academic Surgeons. 

Support from the endowed 
professorship will significantly 
advance Brock’s research pursuits, 
which include developing novel 
molecular biomarkers to diagnose 

cancer earlier, and uncovering 
a possible genetic association 
for palmar, axillary and pedal 
hyperhidrosis (excessive sweating) and 
other dysautonomic disorders.    

“I'm honored to be associated with 
the name of Dr. E.F. Gordon,” says 
Brock. “He learned empathy from his 
work as a physician, and that directly 
informed his activism. I am driven by 
that same desire to make life better for 
those who are less fortunate.” n
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to First Dr. E.F. Gordon 
Endowed Professorship

This Pioneers of Progress 
stamp, issued by the 

Bermuda government in 
2000, commemorates the 
life and contributions of  

Dr. E. F. Gordon

Support from the endowed professorship will advance Malcolm Brock’s 
research pursuits, which include uncovering a possible genetic association for 
palmar, axillary and pedal hyperhidrosis (excessive sweating).

caught early.
Before his current contribu-

tion, Kenney gave two gifts totaling 
$180,000 to support Broderick’s work. 
When Kenney decided to give more, 
supporting a research database was the 
perfect fit.

“The data points don’t lie, and I’m 
a data scientist. I know that,” Kenney 
says. “My hope is that Johns Hopkins 
continues to push the envelope with 
data and data science, and integrates 
it into the outcomes. The fact that my 
little piece is helping really makes me 
feel good.” nTo learn more about charitable giving to the Comprehensive Transplant Center,  

visit bit.ly/ctcgiving. 


