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       Johns Hopkins Fertility Center 
 

Treatment Policy regarding Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 
 

The Johns Hopkins Fertility Center has been closely monitoring developments on both 

global and domestic fronts regarding coronavirus disease (COVID-19). The health and 

safety of our patients and staff remains our top priority. We are following the guidance of 

the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the American Society for Reproductive Medicine 

(ASRM), Johns Hopkins Medicine, and local public health authorities as we develop 

policies to maximize the safety of our patients and staff.  

 
Given the current severity of the COVID-19 pandemic, we are implementing the 
following practice changes effective March 17, 2020. 
 

1. We will postpone new cycle starts of the following treatments: in vitro fertilization 
(IVF), egg freezing, frozen embryo transfer, intrauterine insemination (IUI), and 
ovulation induction/timed intercourse cycles. 

   
2. Fertility preservation cycles (oocyte cryopreservation) for those with planned 

gonadotoxic treatment will be allowed to proceed, provided that we are able to 
maintain adequate clinical and laboratory staff. In other words, we will do our 
best to continue to provide fertility preservation for women about to undergo 
cancer treatment with chemotherapy, surgery, or radiation that is likely to destroy 
function of their ovaries. 

 
3. To minimize infection-spreading interactions, we will temporarily stop non-urgent 

in-person patient visits, including new patient consultations, return visits, saline 
ultrasounds, hysterosalpingograms and semen analyses. We will implement 
Video MyChart (Telemedicine) visits during this time. 

 
These recommendations are expected to change as the pandemic evolves.  We 
will revisit these recommendations at least every two weeks. 
 
 
We can only imagine how disappointing and devastating it can be for our patients to 

have to delay treatment due to COVID-19. Although we cannot proceed with in-person 

diagnostic testing and fertility treatment cycles at this time, we want you to know that we 

are still available to you in other ways. You may want to schedule a Video MyChart Visit 
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to discuss your treatment plan so that you will be ready to proceed as soon as it is 

advisable to do so. Our physicians and nurses are available by phone and through 

MyChart written messages for questions or concerns. Our financial counselors are 

continuing to work on authorizations for treatment. We are still available for in-person 

urgent visits requiring a physical examination or ultrasound. Together with several other 

leaders at the Society for Assisted Reproductive Technology, we worked to develop the 

content on this link, which we recommend that you review. If you’re unable to open the 

hyperlink below, please copy and paste it into your web browser: 

https://www.sart.org/patients/covid-19-alert-for-patients/ 

 
You can find out more about Video MyChart visits by clicking here: 
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/telemedicine/video-visits.html 
 
Other Guidelines 
 
If possible, please go alone to any appointments. Do not bring children, family members 
or friends unless you need assistance. Especially, do not bring anyone who has a 
cough, a fever or shortness of breath.  
 
 
References: 
 
ASRM.org 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html 
 
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/safety-availability-biologics/important-
information-human-cell-tissue-or-cellular-or-tissue-based-product-hctp-establishments 
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