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AS I SEE IT . . .
Dear Friends,

What a year it was! 2025 marked 100 years since the 
founding of the Wilmer Eye Institute, and we chronicled the 
occasion throughout the year with celebrations and exhibits, 
commemorative publications and historical online posts. 

Over the past year, we celebrated Wilmer’s founding, 
and we also acknowledged the tremendous strides we’ve 
made over the past century — in our understanding 
of diseases of the eye and diseases that affect the eye, 
through the education of the thousands of residents 
and fellows who have gone on to become world leaders 
in ophthalmology, and through the development of 
treatments that are transforming lives every day.

As we enter our second century, the lessons of the past continue to illuminate our path forward.  
Today, we are not only advancing our understanding of the causes of major eye diseases and how  
they progress over time, but also gaining insights into how, in individual patients, we can predict whether 
these diseases are likely to progress and at what rate they will do so. This constitutes a major advance 
toward the goal of precision medicine, in which each of our patients will receive personalized care tailored 
to his or her situation. In collaboration with our colleagues throughout Johns Hopkins University, we are  
harnessing modern day technologies, from AI to nanomedicine, to develop new tools and techniques  
to not only preserve vision and eye health but reverse vision loss.

We are deeply grateful to all those who entrust us with their care, and for the generous support of those 
who have contributed to our ability to advance and deliver that care. We look forward to continuing  
our mission and to sharing with you what we learn about that most precious of senses — sight.

Yours sincerely,

PETER J. McDONNELL, M.D.
Alan and Marlene Norton Director of the Wilmer Eye Institute 
William Holland Wilmer Professor of Ophthalmology



ON THE COVER: Courtney Kraus, M.D., with Maggie Cowell and Bernie Cowell 
Murray at the Wilmer Eye Institute Centennial Gala, June 14, 2025
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313,825
Phone Calls

12,753
Same-Day  

Appointments

10 Clinical Locations

	 43	 Scientists

	 68	 Physician-Scientists

	 34	Optometrists

	 14	Clinical Fellows

	 1	Assistant Chief  
		  of Service

	 21	Residents

	 31	Nurses

	469	Staff/Technicians

	100	 Students	
	781	 Grand Total

POWERED BY COLLABORATION*CARING FOR PATIENTS

DEDICATED TO RESEARCH

* Full-time staff

Core Research Centers5 

14 
The Rising Professorship Program, established in 2021, provides stable 
funding to jump-start the research careers of promising young faculty.

Endowed Rising Professorships

Animal Module for Wilmer Core • Bioinformatics Center • Biostats Center
Drug Delivery and Nanotechnology • Microscopy and Imaging

285,237
Patient Visits  

Annually

15,358
Major Surgeries  
Annually
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◄ Sezen Karakus, M.D., 
was named associate 
director of The  
Jerome L. Green 
Sjögren’s Disease  
Center at Johns  
Hopkins Bayview 
Medical Center.

► Meghan Berkenstock, M.D.,  
was named medical director 
of Wilmer’s Harford County 
satellite location. 

▲ Edward Kuwera, M.D., and Isa Mohammed, M.D., 
were named associate directors of Wilmer’s  
Residency Program.

◄ Michael Sulewski, 
M.D., was named 
director of Wilmer’s 
Residency Program. 
(See page 32 for more.)

◄ Amanda Henderson, 
M.D., joined Henry  
Jampel, M.D., as  
co-medical student  
educator director.

WILMER
NEWS

BRIGHT SPOTS IN 2025

HIGHLIGHTS

3
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▼ Bryce Chiang, M.D., Ph.D.; T.Y. Alvin Liu, M.D.; Harry Quigley, M.D.; and Bo Wang, M.D., Ph.D.,  
were recipients of 2025 Johns Hopkins Discovery Awards.

◄ Neil Bressler, M.D., was named 
to the Ophthalmologist Power 
List 2025, which recognizes 
individuals whose influence and 
achievements are a continuing 
source of inspiration and 
admiration among their peers. 
This marks the sixth time 
Bressler was included in the list.

◄ Laura Ensign, Ph.D., and Justin Hanes, Ph.D., 
were among the world’s most cited researchers 
on the annual Highly Cited Researchers 
list compiled by Clarivate Analytics.

◄ John Gottsch, M.D., 
received an Emmy Award 
for Musical Composition/
Arrangement from the 
National Academy of 
Television Arts & Sciences 
Suncoast Chapter for 
his work Ocklawaha: 
Tales My Father Told.

AWARDS AND HONORS



2025 HIGHLIGHTS

5

◄ Drew Carey, M.D.; Mona Kaleem, M.D.;  
Courtney Kraus, M.D.; Nicholas Mahoney, M.D.; 
and Shameema Sikder, M.D., were named 
“Top Doctors” by Washingtonian magazine.

◄ Yassine Daoud, M.D., and Jithin Yohannan, 
M.D., M.P.H., were named to Newsweek’s 
list of America’s Leading Doctors 2025.

◄ The Maryland E-Nnovation Initiative (MEI) announced funding to help 
support the work of Kunal Parikh, Ph.D., a world-class innovator 
in the field of nanomedicine. Matched by an earlier bequest from the 
T. Boone Pickens Foundation, the funding will support the nomination 
of Parikh as the Boone Pickens Rising Professor of Ophthalmology. 
It represents the sixth award to Wilmer by the MEI Fund.



▲ Neil Bressler, M.D.; Peter Campochiaro, M.D.; Charles Eberhart, M.D., Ph.D.; and Harry Quigley, M.D.,  
were included in the Research.com 2025 Ranking of Best Scientists in Medicine.

◄ Justin Hanes, Ph.D., was elected to the National Academy of Engineering. 
Hanes was recognized “for developing innovative technologies that 
improve drug and gene delivery, resulting in multiple approved products.”

◄ Courtney Kraus, M.D., 
received the 2025 
Outstanding Emerging 
Leader Award from the 
American Association  
for Pediatric 
Ophthalmology 
and Strabismus.

◄ Edward Kuwera, M.D., fellowship program director for  
Pediatric Ophthalmology and Adult Strabismus, was inducted  
into the 2025 Distinguished Teaching Society of Johns Hopkins.

◄ Anupam Garg, M.D., 
Ph.D., was named a 
2025 HEED fellow.

AWARDS AND HONORS, CONTINUED
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2025 HIGHLIGHTS

Ashley Campbell, M.D. 
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ANNOUNCING  

The Alan and Marlene  
Norton Directorship
	 AT THE WILMER EYE INSTITUTE  

By Amy Entwisle
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For the past 22 years, Peter J. 
 McDonnell, M.D., has held the 

title of the William Holland Wilmer 
Professor of Ophthalmology — a title 
that has been held by each of the five 
individuals who succeeded Dr. Wilmer 
as chairpersons of the Department of 
Ophthalmology at the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine.

Now, thanks to a generous gift by  
Wilmer alumnus Alan Norton and his 
wife, Marlene, to that title will be added 
the Alan and Marlene Norton Director 
of the Wilmer Eye Institute.

The endowed directorship will provide 
Wilmer’s directors in perpetuity with a 
source of funds to support junior faculty 
as they launch their careers, as well as to 
address other critical needs of Wilmer’s 
teaching, research and patient care missions.

Norton, who completed his residency 
at Wilmer in 1972, spent two years with 
the National Institutes of Health, where 
he conducted research on the electro-
physiology of the retina and published 
more than a dozen research articles in 
peer-reviewed journals.

He served as a visiting faculty member  
at the Stein Eye Institute at UCLA for 
more than 20 years. He also had his  
own ophthalmology practice and served 
as a consultant to three hospitals in his 
subspecialty of retinal diseases.

This extraordinary gift comes as Wilmer 
celebrates its centennial and on the heels 
of a number of substantial contributions to 
Wilmer by many of its alumni.

“This support will help ensure that  
our trainees, currently and in the future, 
will have an experience at Wilmer that 
is second to none and will continue our 
institute’s tradition of training the future 
leaders of our field,” says McDonnell.  

“I know I speak for all of us at Wilmer,  
for those who will lead our institute in its 
second century and for the young people 
who will benefit from this wonderful gift, 
when I offer my most sincere appreciation 
to Alan and Marlene Norton.” ●

    

“This support will help ensure that  
our trainees, currently and in the 
future, will have an experience at 
Wilmer that is second to none.”   

– PETER J. MCDONNELL

Peter J. McDonnell
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A New  
Rising  
Professorship Targets  
Retinitis Pigmentosa

Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology   
 Ishrat Ahmed, M.D., Ph.D., works 

tirelessly to understand the process by 
which inherited retinal diseases progress. 
Her target is retinitis pigmentosa. And she  
hopes that research might someday lead 
to novel therapeutics that would interrupt 
the disease’s degenerative process and 
prevent catastrophic vision loss.  

“I see many patients in clinic with 
this condition; it usually starts 
when they are young, and can be 
debilitating,” says Ahmed, whose 
research background includes work 
on neurodegenerative diseases such 
as Huntington’s and Parkinson’s.

On April 29, 2025, after only 18 months 
as a Wilmer faculty member, Ahmed 

was named the inaugural Retina Rising 
Professor of Ophthalmology. She is the 
14th faculty member to be awarded one 
of these endowed rising professorships, 
an innovation suggested by former 
Wilmer fellow Jonathan Javitt, M.D., and 
championed by Peter J. McDonnell, 
M.D., the Alan and Marlene Norton 
Director of the Wilmer Eye Institute and 
the William Holland Wilmer Professor of 
Ophthalmology. The Rising Professorship 
Program was established in 2021 to provide 
stable funding for promising young faculty in 
order to jump-start their research careers.

“It’s an incredible opportunity for young 
physician-scientists like me,” Ahmed 
says. “It allows me time and funding, for 
things like cutting-edge technologies, 

Per Bang-Jensen,  
Ishrat Ahmed and  

Peter J. McDonnell

By Joan Cramer

10 WILMER EYE INSTITUTE ANNUAL REPORT 2025



A New  
Rising  
Professorship Targets  
Retinitis Pigmentosa

to more rapidly advance my research 
for the benefit of future patients.”

The Retina Rising Professorship was endowed 
by Per Bang-Jensen, businessman and longtime 
Wilmer patient and supporter. In remarks at 
the April award ceremony, Bang-Jensen called 
it “a wonderful way to provide perpetual 
support for retina research at Wilmer.”

Bang-Jensen has long supported the 
work of Wilmer’s Peter Campochiaro, 
M.D., an esteemed retina surgeon and 
the George S. and Dolores D. Eccles 
Professor of Ophthalmology, and Harry 
Quigley, M.D., the A. Edward Maumenee 
Professor of Ophthalmology and a 
world-renowned glaucoma specialist. 

“Mr. Bang-Jensen wants to help provide 
new treatments for retinal diseases for 
which there are currently few treatment 
options,” Campochiaro says. “An ideal 
way to do that is his sponsorship of the 
Retina Rising Professorship supporting 
the outstanding work of Dr. Ahmed.”

Ahmed is a “Hopkins product, through and 
through,” McDonnell said at the April event. 
She earned her B.S., M.S., and M.D./Ph.D. at 
Johns Hopkins, and completed her residency 
at Wilmer. “As a resident, she was a faculty 
favorite, and as a new faculty member, she 
has hit the ground running,” McDonnell says.

Bang-Jensen has long been interested in 
how to “generate the next generation” of 
great ophthalmologists, Quigley says. “In 
fact, Mr. Bang-Jensen’s exact words were 
that he wanted to support the career of 
somebody who would become the next 
Peter Campochiaro, and Ishrat Ahmed 
was the perfect candidate. She’s on target 
to do some really important things with 
regard to how genetic expression in 
cells in the retina leads to disease.” ●

HOW TO SUPPORT THE  
WILMER EYE INSTITUTE 

Your donations directly impact  
the Wilmer Eye Institute’s mission  
to transform medical outcomes in  
the field of ophthalmology through  
collaboration and innovation, resulting  
in compassionate, leading-edge, 
patient-informed care.

TYPES OF GIFTS

Cash Gifts: Gifts of all sizes made by check 
or credit card provide immediate support to 
the Institute. Gifts can be made outright or 
pledged over a period of up to five years. 

Matching Gifts: Many employers offer  
a matching gift program. Complete the 
employee’s section of the matching gift  
form provided by your employer and mail  
the form to us. We will take care  
of all the other details and paperwork.

Memorial and Tribute Gifts: Memorial 
and tribute gifts are a wonderful way to 
commemorate family, friends or even a 
special physician. Any gift can be made in 
memory, or in honor, of an individual. 

Stocks and Securities: Giving stock and 
other appreciated securities directly to the 
Wilmer Eye Institute offers an appealing mix 
of tax benefits and direct support for Wilmer. 
Appreciated securities are those that are worth 
more today than when you acquired them. 
Advantages include an immediate income tax 
deduction on the fair market value of your 
stock gift and avoidance of capital gains tax.

Gift Planning: Our Office of Gift Planning can 
provide you with resources to help fulfill your 
philanthropic wishes in coordination with your 
overall financial and estate planning. For more 
information, visit giving.jhu.edu/giftplanning. 
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In 1975, William Wood, M.D., then 
a recent graduate of the Wilmer Eye 

Institute’s Residency Program, brought 
specialty retina care to Lexington,  
Kentucky (his home state), when he 
founded Retina Associates of Kentucky. 
At the time, the central and eastern parts 
of the state didn’t have a retina specialist;  
today, the practice encompasses 10  
physicians who practice at nine locations.  
Wood, a member of the Board of  
Governors at Wilmer, then went on to 
co-found the Surgical Retina Fellowship,  
a program offered through his practice 
and the University of Kentucky, to  
educate promising young retina specialists.

It was Wood’s time at Wilmer that 
motivated him to build his own 
multifaceted career. At Wilmer, he 
was inspired by faculty members 

who delivered top-notch patient care, 
performed valuable research and 
engaged in teaching — tenets that Wood 
went on to incorporate into his own 
ophthalmology practice for four decades.  

Now retired, Wood has chosen to 
partner with Wilmer to make an 
impact in the clinical application 
of artificial intelligence (AI) in 
ophthalmology. To do this, Wood 
and his wife, Jennifer, have established 
The William Wood, M.D., and Jennifer 
Wood Clinical Artificial Intelligence 
Fund, an endowment that will support 
a junior faculty member conducting 
research in AI and ophthalmology 
at the James P. Gills Jr., M.D., & 
Heather Gills Artificial Intelligence 
Innovation Center at Wilmer. 

Leading the Way  
in Artificial Intelligence

By Jennifer Walker
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“The Gills Center may be the first 
of its type,” Wood says. “We hope 
our gift will help Wilmer be the 
leader once again to transform every 
aspect of ophthalmology through the 
clinical use of artificial intelligence, the 
benefits of which include enhancing 
diagnoses, improving treatment and 
monitoring, preventing disease and 
accelerating drug development.” 

The Woods’ gift, which will be matched 
by Wilmer, comes at a time when 
it is especially critical to help young 
researchers obtain funding for their 
work. In today’s climate, assistant 
professors are often competing with 
senior faculty for National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) grants, a significant 
roadblock to funding for those who 
are early in their careers, says Peter 
J. McDonnell, M.D., the Alan and 
Marlene Norton Director of the Wilmer 
Eye Institute and the William Holland 
Wilmer Professor of Ophthalmology.

“Having this support for an assistant 
professor means they can explore 
their brand-new ideas a decade sooner 
than if they had to wait for a grant 
from NIH,” McDonnell adds. “This 
will dramatically speed up the work 
that our young faculty are testing 
and exploring when it comes to 
artificial intelligence at Wilmer.” ●

William and Jennifer Wood at the Wilmer Eye Institute's 
Centennial Gala on June 14.

“We hope our gift will help Wilmer be the 
leader once again to transform every aspect 
of ophthalmology through the clinical use of 
artificial intelligence, the benefits of which 
include enhancing diagnoses, improving 
treatment and monitoring, preventing disease 
and accelerating drug development.”   

– WILLIAM WOOD

13
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Before cameras could capture the finest details of the inside of the eye, the  

responsibility of recording the intricacies of ocular anatomy and pathology fell to  

artists whose tools were not lenses and sensors, but pencils, brushes and extraordinary 

powers of observation. This rare combination was embodied by Annette Smith Burgess,  

who could document the minutiae of the eye to such levels that her sketches and  

paintings have remained educational tools nearly a century after they were created.

VISIONARY
I N  M E D I C A L  

I L L U S T R A T I O N

Burgess was recruited by Dr. William 
Holland Wilmer in 1926 to become the 
institute’s first ophthalmic illustrator, 
a role she held for more than three 
decades. She had previously studied 
under Max Brödel, the father of 
medical illustration and founder of 
the Department of Art as Applied to 
Medicine at Johns Hopkins Medicine.

“Mrs. Burgess was unique in the 
world,” says Morton F. Goldberg, 
M.D., the Joseph E. Green Professor 
of Ophthalmology and Director 
Emeritus of the Wilmer Eye Institute. 

“The tiny things she painted were 

absolutely accurate and precise. 
Nobody else could do that then; 
nobody else could do that now.”

Without digital photography or  
advanced scanning technologies,  
capturing the internal structures of 
the eye was a formidable challenge. 
Observers were often allowed only brief 
glimpses through the ophthalmoscope. 
Burgess would spend hours carefully 
observing the eyes of Wilmer’s patients —  
both normal and abnormal features  
— for just a few seconds at a time. She  
memorized the details, and then took  
what she saw to paper.

By Jon Bleiweis

Opposite page:  
Annette Smith  
Burgess, from  
an article in the  
1953 edition of  
The Johns Hopkins 
Magazine titled  
"Art in Medicine.”
Photo credit:  
Werner Wolff
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THE LEGACY  

OF ANNETTE 

SMITH BURGESS

“She had the most amazing visual memory,”  
Goldberg says. “That’s why I admire her  
so much. She was the world’s expert at  
observing, understanding, remembering, 
painting and drawing over and over until  
she finished the job.”

These illustrations served multiple purposes:  
They helped explain conditions to patients, 
educated medical students and doctors, and  
provided a clinical record to track patient 
progress over time. Many of her paintings 
were featured in Atlas Fundus Oculi, William  
Holland Wilmer’s 1934 color atlas of the  
retina and choroid, which remains one of  
the most admired and authoritative texts  
on the subject today. 

At Wilmer, Burgess mastered the use  
of the direct ophthalmoscope to visualize 
the retina and choroid — structures  
that make up the fundus of the eye —  
as well as slit-lamp microscopy to 
examine the anterior chamber. This 
diagnostic tool uses a specialized 
microscope (the slit lamp) to examine 
the detailed structures of the eye — 
particularly the front part, including 
the cornea, iris and lens — by directing 
a narrow beam of light into the eye, 
allowing for close inspection and 
diagnosis of various eye conditions.

To draw the external eye, Burgess used 
nothing more than a bright flashlight to 
illuminate the eyelids, eyebrows, eyelashes 
and the colored and white portions of the  
eye. To capture the retina, she guided  
the patient's gaze through 12 meridians 
to carefully observe and capture 
every nuance of the retina's structure, 
ensuring accuracy in color, shape and 
location. Her work showcases not only 
the complexity of the eye but also the 
exceptional skill and dedication required 
to illustrate its hidden intricacies.

Burgess’s images have withstood the test 
of time and remain vivid illustrations of 
ocular disease, says James Handa, M.D., 
chief of Wilmer’s Retina Division and the  
Robert Bond Welch, M.D. Professor of  
Ophthalmology. He says her work is 
remarkable both in its accuracy for 
capturing ocular anatomy and disease, and 
for how challenging this endeavor was.

“I think any ophthalmologist who sees her 
work will appreciate how amazing the 
images are, how they accurately depict 
disease and eye anatomy, and how much 
she contributed to ophthalmology,” he says.  

“For me, seeing her work makes me really 
proud to be a part, albeit minuscule 
compared to her, of Wilmer.” ●

Annette Smith Burgess left Wilmer more than 
800 original paintings — many unpublished 

— which the institute has preserved since 
the 1920s. A new exhibit, created with 
the Department of Art as Applied to 
Medicine at Johns Hopkins, showcases 
select works and honors Burgess’s legacy.

Located on the fourth floor of Wilmer’s 
Maumenee Building, “A Century of Wilmer 
Illustrations: The Legacy of Annette Burgess,” 

features two original watercolor paintings 
and 14 color reproductions from Atlas 
Fundus Oculi, William Holland Wilmer’s 
1934 color atlas of the retina and choroid. 

The exhibit also has about 70 previously 
unpublished Burgess paintings on display, 
as well as 16 works by other Wilmer 
illustrators. Artifacts related to the creation 
and publication of the atlas at the nearby 
Hoen lithography company are also featured.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

1. NORMAL FUNDUS  Lightly pigmented,  
orange-red fundus of right eye in a blond  
23-year-old male. Normal macula (white dot)  
with surrounding macular light reflex (on left)  
and optic disc (on right) with normal venous and 
arterial branching patterns. 1931.

2. PIGMENTARY DEGENERATION  
OF THE RETINA  Sclerosis of choroidal  
vessels with pigmentary degeneration of the  
retina, also known as retinitis pigmentosa. This 
35-year-old male had progressive loss of both  
night vision and peripheral vision. His family  
pedigree was consistent with X-linked recessive 
inheritance. 1931.

3. CHRONIC LYMPHATIC LEUKEMIA   
Chronic lymphocytic leukemia can manifest in the 
retina through leukemic infiltrates, hemorrhages 
and vascular changes. This drawing of a 28-year-old  
female shows dilated, tortuous veins, dot and blot  
hemorrhages, Roth spots (hemorrhages with white 
central spot), and microaneurysms. 1929.

4. DRUSEN  Drawing depicts a 47-year-old  
African American female with normal visual  
function bilaterally and numerous small white  
solid-looking drusen (aging spots) in and  
around the macula. 1928.
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The Fight of His Life
An amateur boxer, 23-year-old  

 John Paredes was used to shielding 
himself from blows to the face. But 
nothing prepared him for the injury he 
sustained one day in February 2024, 
while lifting weights at the gym. He was 
doing arm extensions, which involved 
pulling up on a weight attached to 
the floor by a carabiner. His arm was 
fully extended when the carabiner 
suddenly detached from the floor. Like a 
slingshot, the lanyard hit him in the eye.

The pain was unbearable. Paredes’ vision 
was blurry, and he couldn’t open his 
eye completely. He drove himself to 
an urgent care clinic, where an exam 
revealed a cut below his eye and some 
blood in the eye, but no fractures of the 
orbital bone surrounding the eye. He was 
given medication for the pain and sent 
home. He remembers thinking, “Okay, 
I’m hurt, maybe it will take some time 
to heal, but no bones are broken.” 

An IT tech, Paredes tried to work, but the 
pain continued to worsen. He sought care 
at an eye care center in his community, 
where he was found to have elevated 
eye pressure. The doctor prescribed eye 
drops to lower the pressure, but when it 
continued to rise, he was referred to the 
Johns Hopkins emergency department for 
complex subspecialty ophthalmologic care. 

Paredes was examined by Omar Halawa, 
M.D., then a third-year ophthalmology 
resident at the Wilmer Eye Institute, 
who found Paredes’ eye pressures to 
be extremely elevated, up to 60 mmHg 
(normal eye pressure is around 20 
mmHg or less). He also had damage 
to the drainage channels of the eye, 
inflammation and bleeding in the eye 
and damage to the delicate structures 
that hold the eye’s natural lens in place. 

As glaucoma fellow Nur Cardakli, 
M.D., explains, “When the balance of 
fluid production and fluid drainage is 
disrupted, eye pressure can become 
elevated, and when the elevated 
eye pressures cause damage to the 
optic nerve, glaucoma occurs.”

Halawa prescribed several rounds of 
topical eye drops as well as intravenous 
medications to bring down Paredes’ eye 
pressure, but the pressures continued 
to be uncontrolled — and he still 
couldn’t see out of the injured eye.

At the time of his injury, he had been 
preparing for the Golden Gloves 
tournament, one of the biggest contests 
for amateur boxers. Now, not only were 

By Amy Entwisle
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his hopes of competing threatened, but 
his eyesight was threatened as well.

Halawa conferred with Cardakli, then a 
fourth-year ophthalmology resident, who 
recommended emergency glaucoma 
surgery to relieve the pressure and prevent 
irreversible vision loss. Given Paredes’ 
young age and the concern for damage 
to the lens structures, he underwent 
combined retina and glaucoma surgery at 
Wilmer’s Bendann Surgical Pavilion. First, 
retina specialist Jacob Light, M.D., a 
Stephen J. Ryan Assistant Chief of Service, 
performed a vitrectomy, removing the 
damaged lens and the vitreous jelly in 
the back of the eye to make space for a 
glaucoma implant. Then Cardakli, working 
with Stephen J. Ryan Assistant Chief 
of Service Jasdeep Sabharwal, M.D., 
Ph.D., inserted the implant to improve 
fluid drainage and help keep Paredes’ eye 
pressure controlled for the long term. 

The day after the surgery, Paredes’ eye 
pressure was well controlled, to the 
point of not requiring eye drops or 
oral medications. The ophthalmology 
team was then challenged with the 
next task — implanting an intraocular 
lens in Paredes’ right eye to help him 
see more clearly. “Without a lens to 

focus images on the retina, vision is 
extremely blurry,” says Cardakli.

After giving sufficient time for healing after 
the first surgery, measurements were 
obtained to decide the best possible lens 
to implant into Paredes’ eye. Because 
the lens structures that ophthalmologists 
typically rely on to secure the lens implant 
in place were damaged by the original 
injury, Light sutured a special type of lens 
implant to the sclera, or the eye wall.

Within a month, Paredes’ vision had  
returned to what it had been before  
his injury.

Cardakli recently re-evaluated Paredes 
in the clinic, where his eye pressures 
remain well-controlled. Importantly, 
testing showed no evidence of damage 
from the high pressure to the optic 
nerve — a testament to the prompt 
intervention and complex care 
coordination he received at Wilmer. 

In spring 2025, Paredes was able to return 
to boxing, competing in the Golden 
Gloves competition he’d been preparing 
for when the accident happened. He made 
it to the championship, and it was, he says 
proudly, a close fight: “I didn’t win, but the 
fact that I was able to box is a miracle.” ●

John Paredes,  
third from left,  
with Anupam Garg, 
Chris Cho and  
Nur Cardakli at  
the Johns Hopkins 
Trauma Survivors 
Day celebration,  
May 21, 2025.
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Wilmer began its centennial celebration with a Roaring Twenties-themed  

employee party held at Baltimore’s M&T Bank Exchange at the France-Merrick 

Performing Arts Center. This was followed by a flurry of events, including  

the 83rd Wilmer Residents Association meeting, a dinner honoring Wilmer’s 

assistant chiefs of service and a once-in-a-century gala.

In January 2025, the  

Wilmer Eye Institute began  

a yearlong celebration of  

its centennial, highlighting  

100 years of excellence in  

ophthalmology education,  

research and patient care.
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On April 4, Wilmer employees 
gathered at Baltimore's M&T Bank 
Exchange for a much anticipated 
centennial celebration. The venue 
had been transformed into a 
stunning, three-level speakeasy, 
and employees arrived dressed 
in their finest Roaring Twenties 
attire. The crowd enjoyed great 
food, music, dancing and fun.
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On June 12, Wilmer alumni, faculty and 
guests assembled at The Ruxton in Harbor 
East for the annual dinner honoring Wilmer’s 
assistant chiefs of service through the years.

Narine Viruni 2023, Romel Light, Jacob Light 2024,  
Frank Mei 2025, Harmony Mei

Kapil Mishra 2023, Silvia Montaner, Akrit Sodhi 2010

Allan Jensen, Wilmer Class of 1974, Wilmer Director  
Peter J. McDonnell 1987; Jan McDonnell

Keneth Kenyon 1978 and  
Morton F. Goldberg 1967

Thomas V. Johnson, III 2020
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The 83rd Wilmer Residents Association (WRA) Clinical Research Meeting, 
held June 13, brought together experts from across the country to 
learn about the work of the current residents. Alumni Mauro Campos, 
M.D.; Eugene de Juan, M.D.; Arun Patel, M.D.; and Marco Zarbin, M.D., 
presented a group panel discussion, and Michael X. Repka, M.D., M.B.A., 
delivered the Wilmer Memorial Lecture. Later, staff, faculty and guests 
gathered at The Center Club to celebrate Wilmer’s graduating residents.

Reeda Bou Said, Derick  
Ansah, Anthony Gonzales, 
Elise Mike, Nur Cardakli, 
Chris Cho, Muhammad Ali 
(background) and Suzie Kim

Peter J. McDonnell 1986, Eugene de Juan, Jr. 1983, Arun Patel 1986,  
Marco Zarbin 1988, Mauro Campos, postdoctoral researcher, 1991 Neil Miller, Fasika Woreta, Henry Jampel. 

Woreta was the recipient of the 2025  
Neil R. Miller Faculty Teaching Award.
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On June 14, the institute commemorated its 100th anniversary with a centennial gala at the Marriott 
Waterfront Hotel in Baltimore. The evening brought together a group of distinguished guests, including emcee 
and award-winning broadcast journalist Chris Wallace, legendary singer-songwriter Art Garfunkel, U.S. Senator 
Benjamin Cardin and numerous Wilmer alumni who have gone on to become global leaders in ophthalmology.

The celebration featured a series of videos and exhibits that paid tribute 
to the institute’s rich history and the individuals who have advanced its 
mission to preserve and protect vision worldwide. “Time and again, the 
Wilmer Institute has shone as a stellar embodiment of the university’s 
core values, discovering and sharing with the world the light of truth 
and knowledge that once lay out of view,” said Johns Hopkins University 
President Ronald J. Daniels, J.D., LL.M., in his remarks to the audience.

Sharon Solomon

Johns Hopkins University  
President Ronald J. Daniels

Bernie Cowell Murray

Jan and Peter McDonnell

Mariellen Brickley-Raab, Nakul 
Shekhawat, Stephen F Raab

Carol and Arun Patel 
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Chris Wallace Suber Huang, Cynthia Huang, Mandeep Singh

Landon King, executive vice dean for the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine; Kevin Sowers, president of the Johns Hopkins  
Health System and executive vice president of Johns Hopkins  
Medicine; Wilmer Director Peter J. McDonnell; Theodore DeWeese, 
dean of the medical faculty and CEO, Johns Hopkins Medicine;  
Johns Hopkins Hospital President Redonda Miller

Eugene de Juan, Jr., Justin Hanes, Al Sommer

Senator Ben Cardin, Sharon Akers of the Edward 
St. John Foundation, Myrna Edelman Cardin

CENTENNIAL GALA HONORARY CO-CHAIRS AND SPONSORS

We offer our deepest gratitude to our gala sponsors, honorary co-chairs, and all those 
who contributed to making Wilmer’s centennial gala an unforgettable experience.

Morton F. Goldberg and Jo Merlau
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CENTENNIAL GALA  
HONORARY CO-CHAIRS 

Mr. J.W. Marriott, Jr. 
Former Chief Executive Officer, 
Marriott International

Alfred Sommer, M.D., M.H.S.  
Dean Emeritus, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health; 
Director Emeritus, the Dana Center 
for Preventive Ophthalmology 
at the Wilmer Eye Institute

William E. Conway, Jr.  
Member, Wilmer Eye Institute Board of 
Governors; Chairman Emeritus, Johns 
Hopkins Medicine Board of Trustees; 
Co-Founder and Co-Chairman of 
the Board, The Carlyle Group

The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin  
United States Senator, Maryland (2017-2025)

Tamara Fountain, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Wilmer Residency, '62; Past President, 
American Academy of Ophthalmology; 
Professor of Ophthalmology, Rush 
University Medical Center

Redonda Miller, M.D., M.B.A. 
President, The Johns Hopkins Hospital

David E.I. Pyott 
Member, Wilmer Eye Institute Board of 
Governors; Commander, Most Excellent 
Order of the British Empire; Chairman 
of the Board, London Business School

Chris Wallace 
American Broadcast Journalist

Stephen D. McLeod, M.D. 
Chief Executive Officer, American Academy 
of Ophthalmology; Professor and Chair 
Emeritus, Department of Ophthalmology, 
University of California, San Francisco

SPONSORS

VISIONARY 
Bill and Norma Kline Tiefel

LUMINARY 
Drs. Mary G. Lynch and Reay H. Brown 
Drs. Peter and Jan McDonnell  
The Arnall and Ellen Patz Family

INNOVATOR 
Mary E. Bartkus 
Howard and Elaine Brownstein 
Drs. Jonathan and Marcia Javitt 
Kenneth, Jo and Daniel Merlau 
David E.I. Pyott

ACHIEVER 
The Bill and Donna Marriott Foundation 
Ted and Ann Reiver 
Drs. Niel Starksen and Sandra Tong Starksen

CATALYST 
Dr. Morton and Mrs. Myrna Goldberg 
Allan and Claire Jensen 
Parag and Purvi Parekh 
Jeffrey and Harriet Legum 
Lesli Rice and Louis Slesin 
John J. Cross III and Meredith B. Cross 
Howard and Lauren Woolley 
Cassandra Hanley and Marc Sumerlin

SHINING 
Sue and Sandy Greenberg  
James V. Mazzo 
Dr. V.K. and Mrs. Rani Raju
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William and Patricia Bright fell in 
love with Wilmer nearly 50 years 

ago, and their Wilmer physicians have 
over the years helped them retain their 
vision despite the challenges of aging.  

“The care has always been exquisite, and 
you can just feel the love,” says Patricia, 
who, with her husband, decided to 
express their gratitude by creating an 
endowment to support one of Wilmer’s 
four prestigious Medical and Surgical Retina 
Advanced Special Training fellowships.

The endowment will afford the Bright 
Fellow extra funding to allow them to 
pursue research and other goals. The 
Brights are making the gift in honor of 
two of their esteemed Wilmer physicians: 
Ashley Behrens, M.D., division chief of 
Comprehensive Eye Care and the Edward  
St. John Professor of Ophthalmology, and  
J. Fernando Arevalo, M.D., Ph.D., chair 
of ophthalmology at Johns Hopkins Bayview 
Medical Center and the Edmund F. and 
Virginia B. Ball Professor of Ophthalmology.

“Training the next generation of retina 
specialists is incredibly important to our 
mission, so I am deeply honored,” Behrens 
says. “While my specialty is in cornea and 

refractive surgery for cataracts, I rely heavily 
on our retina experts, especially the fellows, 
who handle a lot of our emergency cases 
and are always available to see patients.” 

A distinguished retina surgeon, Arevalo says 
he, too, was surprised and humbled by the 
honor. “The Brights are a delightful couple 
and they wanted to help provide support 
for training the next generation of retina 
specialists to do what I do now,” he says.

The inaugural recipient of the fellowship, 
Anupam Garg, M.D., Ph.D., is a Wilmer 
trainee who has already distinguished 
himself as an outstanding clinician, dedicated 
educator and outstanding researcher, says 
James Handa, M.D., chief of the Retina 
Division and the Robert Bond Welch, 
M.D. Professor of Ophthalmology.

“After completing his residency and 
serving as assistant chief of service, 
Garg hopes that his research will apply 
new imaging techniques to animal 
models and human subjects to gain 
insights into retinal physiology and 
pathology. The work will integrate 
scientific approaches gained from his 
Ph.D., clinical expertise, and projects 
accomplished at Wilmer with new 

A Bright Future  
for Retina Fellows
By Joan Cramer
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techniques that he will learn from 
clinician-scientist awards,” says Handa.

Inspired by her mother, who taught 
her to give “without expecting anything 
in return,” Patricia says she and her 
husband have always shared a passion 
for philanthropy. William Bright is a 
prominent West Virginia entrepreneur 
— he founded more than 30 successful 
companies — and the couple is well-
known for their generous support of 
medical research and other causes. They 
even led and heavily funded a campaign 
that saved their local rural hospital.

“I am very lucky to have a wonderful 
husband who’s made a comfortable 
income, and our reward is the 
opportunity to make a difference 
in people’s lives,” Patricia says. 

They’ve raised their three daughters 
to live by words attributed to the 
great cultural anthropologist Margaret 
Mead, which Patricia says adorn every 
room of their Summersville, West 
Virginia, home: “Never doubt that a 
small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world. Indeed, 
it’s the only thing that ever has.” ● 

William and Patricia Bright

“...our reward is the opportunity to 
make a difference in people’s lives.”   

– PATRICIA BRIGHT
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In the late 1990s at Johns Hopkins 
University, Pradeep Ramulu, M.D., 

M.H.S., Ph.D., the Sheila K. West 
Professor of Ophthalmology, was 
working on his Ph.D. in biochemistry, 
and Kiran Rao Paramatmuni, M.D., 
was an undergraduate studying public 
health. They had a family connection 
— Ramulu’s mother, Aruna, is second 
cousins with Paramatmuni’s father, 
Kanta Rao — and they developed 
their own friendship while socializing 
with other students at one of the 
apartments near the medical campus.

“Kiran was very quiet, but also kind and 
polite,” says Ramulu, now chief of the 

glaucoma division at the Wilmer Eye 
Institute, Johns Hopkins Medicine. He 
remembers Paramatmuni as being wise 
beyond his years, noting, “You knew 
he would be a really good doctor.” 

Paramatmuni, who went on to 
specialize in infectious diseases, died 
in 2023 due to complications from a 
liver transplant. Although he ultimately 
studied medicine at a different 
institution, his parents, Kanta Rao and 
Vanaja, chose to support the Wilmer 
Eye Institute and Johns Hopkins in his 
name. A planned gift through their 
estate will establish the Kiran Rao 
Paramatmuni Rising Professorship and 

An Old  
Friendship Inspires  

an Enduring Legacy 

30

By Jennifer Walker

Pradeep Ramulu and  
mentor Sheila West at 
the 2019 ceremony  
honoring Ramulu as the 
Sheila K. West Professor  
of Ophthalmology 
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Kiran Rao Paramatmuni with his parents, Vanaja and Kanta Rao Paramatmuni

the Kiran Rao Paramatmuni Scholars 
Program at the Wilmer Eye Institute. 
Ramulu’s father, Yammanuru Ramulu, 
M.D., was instrumental in inspiring this 
gift, suggesting to the family that this 
would be an ideal way to honor Kiran. 

“His parents chose Wilmer to execute 
the professorship in the name of 
Kiran Rao Paramatmuni to continue 
his legacy,” says Yammanuru Ramulu. 

The rising professorship will support 
a faculty member with a primary 
appointment at Wilmer who holds a joint 
appointment at another Johns Hopkins 
University school. “These combinations 
of disciplines are rare,” says Pradeep 
Ramulu. “But there’s a great history of 
this work at Johns Hopkins, including 
work that bridges ophthalmology and 
Kiran’s focus of infectious disease.” 

As an example, he cites his own mentor, 
Sheila West, Ph.D., Pharm.D., the 
El-Maghraby Professor of Preventive 
Ophthalmology, who has been a world 
leader in advancing the prevention of  
trachoma, an infectious disease that can  
lead to corneal scarring and blindness. She  
holds a joint appointment in epidemiology 
at Johns Hopkins’ Bloomberg School of  
Public Health. Another example is the  
work of Kunal Parikh, Ph.D., who holds  
a joint appointment at the Whiting School  
of Engineering, involving leveraging nano- 
technology to develop better materials 

and drug delivery systems — which 
span a wide range of applications, from 
eye surgery to cardiovascular disease.

This gift will give a young faculty 
member with interdisciplinary expertise 
the resources to make similar large-
scale contributions to the field. 

“We are thrilled that this generous gift 
from the Paramatmuni family, bestowed 
in honor of Kiran Rao Paramatmuni, 
will empower our young investigators 
and their pathbreaking research,” 
says Ronald J. Daniels, J.D., LL.M., 
president of Johns Hopkins University. 

“This gift will support the connections 
between disciplines, divisions and 
schools that we know supercharge 
discovery and the sharing of knowledge 
across our One University.” ●

“We are thrilled that this generous gift from the Paramatmuni family,  
bestowed in honor of Kiran Rao Paramatmuni, will empower our young 
investigators and their pathbreaking research.”    – RONALD J. DANIELS
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A Pinnacle in  
Residency Training

32

By Joan Cramer Since 1925, the Wilmer Eye Institute 
Residency Program has been one of 

the world’s foremost training grounds 
for aspiring ophthalmologists. Last 
year, there were 650 applicants for 
just six positions. And the program’s 
graduates — among them recipients 
of prestigious research awards such as 
the Lasker Award; American Academy 
of Ophthalmology presidents; and 
chairs of ophthalmology departments 
around the country — have always 
been among the top educators, 
researchers and physicians in the field.

Looking ahead to the next 100 years, 
program leaders plan to redouble 
their efforts, says Michael Sulewski 
Jr., M.D., the James P. Gills, Jr. and 
Heather Gills Rising Professor of 
Ophthalmology who in 2025 became 
the residency program’s new director.

“It’s a great honor,” says Sulewski. “I 
have always loved teaching — training 
the next generation is one of the most 
important things we do. It makes it 
even more enjoyable that our residency 

program is valued and cherished by 
all of our Wilmer faculty. We plan to 
continue to expand the program, be 
the top choice for future academic 
leaders and improve the tools we 
provide to ensure their success.”

Sulewski had already been serving as 
associate residency program director 
when he was tapped to succeed his 
mentor, Fasika Woreta, M.D., M.P.H., 
the Eugene de Juan, Jr., M.D. Professor 
of Ophthalmic Education, who has now 
been named vice chair for education. In 
that role, she is involved in overseeing 
all of Wilmer’s trainees, from medical 
students to residents to fellows.

In 2021, Sulewski and his father, 
Michael Sulewski, Sr., M.D., himself a 
renowned educator and ophthalmologist 
who completed his fellowship at 
Wilmer, both won the resident 
surgical teaching awards at their 
respective institutions, Sulewski at 
Wilmer and his father at Scheie Eye 
Institute, University of Pennsylvania. 
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Michael Sulewski,  
second from left,  
with residents  
Yesha Shah, Khala  
Webb, Nathan  
Pan-Doh and  
Maggie Hsu

“Michael clearly inherited his father’s 
gift for teaching — he is just naturally 
gifted at it — and having someone of 
his caliber ready to step into this role 
really made it easy for me to transition 
to my new role,” says Woreta, a 
beloved and dynamic educator who 
during her six years as director (plus 
five years before that as associate 
program director) helped implement a 
host of exciting innovations, from the 
use of ever-improving technology that 
allows residents to perform simulated 
surgeries before operating on patients 

to the addition last year of a new 
research-focused residency position.

“Under the leadership of glaucoma 
division chief Pradeep Ramulu, M.D., 
Ph.D., the Sheila K. West Professor 
of Ophthalmology, we were able to 
secure National Eye Institute funding 
for the StARR (Stimulating Access to 
Research in Residency) program, which 
enables a resident to take a dedicated 
year for mentored research to help 
launch their career as a physician-
scientist,” Woreta says. “In doing so we 
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expanded the number of our residents 
from five to six each year, which is 
really important because of the busy 
clinical load of our residency.”

Wilmer residents serve as frontline 
physicians in one of the busiest fully 
resident-staffed eye clinics in the country, 
the Patient Access Center for the Eye 
(PACE). “The experience is invaluable as 
residents advocate for patients with the 
most advanced eye disease and provide 
world-class care in our surrounding 
East Baltimore community,” Woreta 
says, adding, “Over the past decade, 
we’ve seen a lot of changes, including 
a permanent PACE director and more 
hands-on faculty involvement.”

More residents are also presenting their 
research findings at national meetings, 
as well as working as patient advocates, 
whether it be advocating on their behalf 
in the PACE clinic or lobbying on Capitol 
Hill during the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology’s Mid-Year Forum every 
spring in Washington, D.C. “I am so proud 
of what they are achieving,” she says.

Woreta is especially delighted by what  
she describes as a “cultural evolution  
at Wilmer” under the leadership of  

Peter J. McDonnell, M.D., the Alan and 
Marlene Norton Director of the Wilmer 
Eye Institute and the William Holland 
Wilmer Professor of Ophthalmology —  
one that rewards faculty who are 
passionate and talented educators, as 
exemplified by the School of Medicine’s 
new clinician educator track and a new  
emphasis at Wilmer on recruiting physician  
educators. Both Sulewski and Woreta  
themselves hold endowed professorships  
supported by former Wilmer physicians who  
were gifted teachers and were passionate  
about the institute’s educational mission.

“Our faculty has always put trainees first,” 
she says. “I can’t tell you how gratifying 
it is to be part of that tradition.”

Woreta also points to an expanded 
education infrastructure, as exemplified 
by her own new job as Wilmer’s vice 
chair for education (a position created 
in the past decade), plus two new 
associate residency program directors, 
assistant professors of ophthalmology Isa 
Mohammed, M.D., and Edward Kuwera, 
M.D., as well as education champions 
in every division. They are all prepared 
to support Sulewski in his new role.

“We recruited Michael in 2020 because 
of his passion for surgical education,” 
Woreta says. “And after just a few 
months, all of us knew, residents and 
faculty alike, that he was not only an 
exceptional surgeon but a gifted educator. 
He is already bringing new energy and 
ideas to the residency program. It’s 
an exciting time for Wilmer residents 
and for education at Wilmer.” ●

“I have always loved teaching —  
training the next generation is one  
of the most important things we do.”   

– MICHAEL SULEWSKI JR.
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IN MEMORIAM: TED REIVER
By Peter J. McDonnell, M.D.

Ted and Ann Reiver were among the first people to greet 
me when I returned to Johns Hopkins in 2003 to be the 
director of the Wilmer Eye Institute. They came as part of 
the Lions’ annual visit to Wilmer each Fall and to receive 
an update on the progress being made by our Low Vision 
and Visual Rehabilitation team, which the Lions support.

A Delaware businessman, Ted had one of those thousand-
watt smiles and an ebullient personality.  He was a past 
district governor and international director of Lions Clubs 
International. The Lions are known as a service organization, 
and Ted embodied the word “service.” I recall him speaking 
before his fellow Lions and sharing that his father had passed 
away, leaving to Ted his prized coin collection. Ted told 
us that he had decided to honor his father’s memory by 
selling the collection and gifting the proceeds to the Lions 
Low Vision clinic to help those suffering from impaired 
sight. All of us in the room were moved to tears by Ted’s 
heartfelt comments and manifest desire to serve others.

It was clear to me that Wilmer would benefit from having 
wonderful people like Ted and Ann on my Wimer Board 
of Governors, and I will always be grateful that they agreed 
to serve. For two decades, they have been generous with 
their advice and never missed one of our meetings or special 
events, making the long drive from Delaware and back.  

The only time I ever questioned Ted’s judgment was when 
he came to one of our board meetings and gleefully showed 
me photos of him walking down the side of a gigantic 
glass and steel skyscraper, rappelling like a soldier in the 
special forces. That he did this as a challenge to raise 
funds for a charity should have come as no surprise. We 
were fortunate to have Ted and his ever-present better 
half, Ann, join us for our Centennial Gala in June.  

Wilmer and the patients we care for lost a great 
friend when Ted passed away in July. ●

“Ted told us that he had 
decided to honor his 
father’s memory by selling 
the collection and gifting 
the proceeds to the 
Lions Low Vision clinic to 
help those suffering from 
impaired sight. All of us 
in the room were moved 
to tears by Ted’s heartfelt 
comments and manifest 
desire to serve others.”   

– PETER J. MCDONNELL

Ted and Ann Reiver
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Landon King and Ishrat Ahmed  

2025 EVENTS

A NEW RISING PROFESSORSHIP  APRIL 29

Ishrat Ahmed, M.D., Ph.D., became the inaugural  
Retina Rising Professor of Ophthalmology. A dedication 
ceremony and reception were held in the atrium of  
the Robert H. and Clarice Smith Building. Speakers and 
dignitaries included Landon King, M.D., executive vice dean, 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine; William J. Stromberg, 
trustee, Johns Hopkins University; and longtime  
Wilmer supporter Per Bang-Jensen, who generously 
endowed the rising professorship. (See page 10 for more  
about the rising professorship.)

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING  APRIL 29

During the spring meeting, Wilmer Director  
Peter J. McDonnell, M.D., presented board  
member Mariellen Brickley-Raab with the Aida de 
Acosta Root Breckinridge Award for her friendship  
and loyal support of the Wilmer Eye Institute,  
and Jefferson Doyle, M.D., Ph.D., M.H.S., and 
Mandeep Singh, M.D., Ph.D., shared updates on the 
work of the Genetic Eye Disease Center at Wilmer.

CURING COATS FUNDRAISER  FEBRUARY 22

The 2025 Curing Coats event took place at the Smole family 
home in Clarksville, Maryland. James Handa, M.D., and Akrit 
Sodhi, M.D., Ph.D., gave remarks on behalf of Wilmer, sharing 
updates on their research and advances in Coats care. The event 
raised $18,740. The Smoles continue to be tireless advocates for 
Wilmer and Coats disease research and treatment, rallying their 
community and advocating for patients from across the country.

James Handa, left, provided an update on research for Coats disease.  
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KTEF PRESENTATION OF GRANTS  SEPTEMBER 19

Representatives from the Knights Templar Eye Foundation (KTEF) awarded 2025–2026 KTEF Career  
Starter Grants to postdoctoral research fellows Yingxue Cao, Ph.D., and Sangeetha Kandoi, Ph.D.

 Marianne Ri; Yingxue Cao; Thomas Morrison, eminent grand 
captain general, District of Columbia KnightsTemplar, state chairman 
KTEF-DC; Marcie Lapp, incoming president of Social Order of the 
Beauceant of Cockeysville, Maryland; Scott Lapp, right eminent grand 
commander, Maryland Knights Templar; George Christoff, very  
eminent deputy grand commander, Maryland Knights Templar

 Scott Lapp, right eminent grand commander, Maryland Knights 
Templar; George Christoff, very eminent deputy grand commander, 
Maryland Knights Templar; Sangeetha Kandoi; Marcie Lapp, incoming 
president of Social Order of the Beauceant of Cockeysville, Maryland; 
Seth Blackshaw; Thomas Morrison, eminent grand captain general, 
District of Columbia Knights Templar, state chairman KTEF-DC;  
Yana Li; Gary Kennedy, chairman, Maryland Knights Templar;  
John Austin, right eminent Mid-Atlantic department commander, 
Grand Encampment of Knights Templar USA

WILMER RECEPTION AT THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF OPHTHALMOLOGY ANNUAL MEETING  OCTOBER 18

Wilmer alumni and faculty members gathered at Plancha at the Four Seasons Orlando in Florida for a reception hosted by 
the Wilmer Residents Association. They celebrated guest of honor, AAO President Michael X. Repka, M.D., M.B.A., 
the David L. Guyton, M.D. and Feduniak Family Professor of Ophthalmology — and raised a glass to a century of  
innovation, excellence and connection at the Wilmer Eye Institute.

WORLD ASSOCIATION OF EYE HOSPITALS 
ANNUAL MEETING  OCTOBER 7-11

The 19th annual World Association of Eye 
Hospitals (WAEH) meeting took place in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, and Paris, France. Themes included 
low vision care, innovations in ophthalmology 
and hospital design, and AI and data in eye 
health. Wilmer presenters included, from left,  
Rahul Shah, M.H.A.; Cathy Kowalewski, M.B.A.;  
Lindsey Schwartz, and Megan Ward, M.B.A.
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OPTOMETRY RESIDENTS

RESIDENTS 2025-2026

Mustafa Iftikhar
ASSISTANT CHIEF 
OF SERVICE

Omar Halawa Yvette ScheinMaggie Hsu Yesha ShahJoana Andoh

Liz Ciociola Kelly

Louay Almidani

Mackenzie Coyne

Muhammad Ali

Whitney Sambhariya

Jeremy Shapiro

Timothy Morello

Sarah Miller

Alison Gibbons

Anna Konstantinidis

Suzie Kim

Olivia Uddin

Nicole Tsai

Nathan Pan-Doh

Idara Wade-Vallance

Khala Webb Peter Weng

Rohan Shah
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Our Donors
The scientists and staff members of the Wilmer Eye Institute gratefully acknowledge 

our partners in philanthropy listed here. The generosity of these friends supports a 

tradition of collaboration and far-reaching investigation as, together, we pursue the 

complex challenges of eye diseases. While our space here is limited, our thankfulness 

is not. Although gifts of any amount are impactful, only gifts of $250 or more, given 

during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, could be listed in this report. If any donor 

was accidentally missed or if you prefer to remain anonymous, please contact the  

Development Office at 410-955-2020.  

Anonymous (10)
A & S Charitable Fund
Robert J. Abernethy
Dr. Jan P. Acton and  
Dr. Helen Blumen

Carolyn Adelsten
Jeffrey and Christie Adler
David and Shirley Affens
Filiberto and Susan Agusti
Bachubhai S. Ajmera
Nancy Smith Alexander
American Endowment Foundation
Vivelte Ancona
Ed and Carol Anderson
Gladys S. Antezana
Mr. Yvan H. Antitch
Antonell Group Corporation
John and Judith Antonitis
Mansoor and Julie Anvari
Kenneth and Lorraine Appleton
Akiva Armon
Patricia Arnwine
Conrad Aschenbach
Dr. Robert L. Avery  
and Mrs. Kelly E. Avery

Craig and Pamela Axler
Dr. Mark and Mrs. Judith Ayers
Dr. Bethany Baer  
and Mr. Jeffrey Baer

Glenn S. Bair
Baltimore City Lodge #57 IOOF
Baltimore Community Foundation
Per Bang-Jensen
Cecylia Barczyk

Alison Barmat
Richard and Kimberly Barnes
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Karen E. Bartholomew
Mary E. Bartkus
Jeffrey and Patti Bassett
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David F. Bastian
Anne G. Baughman
John F. Bayer and Brenda W. Bayer
Mr. Shearod E. and  
Ms. Carol Bechtel

Deborah F. Bellew
Linda K. Berdine  
and Kimberly Distilli

Edward Berk
Philip Berk
John Michael Berry  
and Mary Clay Berry

George Berry and Mary Nell Berry
Betts Family Charitable Fund
Charlotte and Heather Biblow
Stuart L. Bindeman, Esq.
Dr. Edward E. Birch  
and Mrs. Suzanne Birch

The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Jay and Lucille Blackman
Frank B. Blakley
Gail A. Blankman
Ardith Bondi
Anna and Harry Borun Foundation
Calvin L. Bowie, Jr.
Dr. Cynthia Boyd
Gary Boyd

Brandon Family Giving Fund
Katrina E. Brandon
Flint Brayton, Ph.D.
Drs. Henry and Rachel Brem
Thomas and Sandra Bresnahan
BrightFocus Foundation
William and Patricia Bright
Lawrence and Roberta Briskin
Stella Y. Brodeur
Dr. William R. Brody  
and Ms. Hyunah Yu

Neal Brooks
Mary F. Brown
Mary Kay Brown and Terrell 
Brown

Howard and Elaine Brownstein
Allan and Joan Bryan
Raymond and Elizabeth Bryant
Robert Bullio
John Howard Burbage, Jr.
Mark and Lisa Burgess
Dr. Bryn M. Burkholder
Steven and Judy Burkow
M. Robert and Carol Burman 
Family Foundation

Peter Buscemi and Judith A. Miller
Zelma Buskell
Benjamin Michael and Ann Butler
Betsy F. Cadden
Charles A. Cadwell  
and Mary L. Schapiro

Geraldine T. Cafarella  
and Christopher Cafarella

Lucy J. Calautti and Kent Conrad

Anne D. and Charles A.  
Camalier, Jr. Family Foundation

Harold J. Campbell, Jr., M.D.
Dr. David M. Cantor
Constance Rose Caplan
Elizabeth Caputo
Diane B. Carpenter
Dr. Charles W. and  
Mrs. Susan M. Carpenter

James and Kimberly Carson
Jeffrey Carter
William R. Carter
Daniel H. Casey
Jean A. Casey
Dennis Catanzano
Hao C. Ceong
Eugene Cerruti
Ann Chaitovitz
Amy Chalmers
Warren Chan
Yvonne B. Chanatry  
and Paul Cheshire

Raymond J. Chanatry
Julia B. Chapman
Anil Chaudhry
Dr. Chi-Shiang Chen  
and Mrs. Wan Yu Chen

Dr. Emily Chew
Honorable Carolyn P. Chiechi
Chweilong Chiu
Michele Chu and Michael Keegan
Cecelia Chu
Dr. Charles and  
Mrs. Kathleen Clark
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CMT4B3 Research Foundation
Paul R. Cobleigh and  
Ruth Ann Cobleigh

Carl C. Coe, Jr.
Kevin P. Cohen
Arthur M. Cohen
William and Mary Colbath
Dana Cole
Robert Cole
June L. Cole
Diana Coleman
Michael Coleman
Deborah A. Colson
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Community Foundation  
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Mr. J. Michael Connelly, Jr.
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Catherine P. Cotten
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Margaret M. Cowell
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Meredith Cross and  
John J. Cross, III
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Sivalee Crowley
CSX Corporation
Lawrence and Sharon Curtis
Dr. Mary Daly and  
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Mary E. Daniel
The Dash Charitable Fund
Harold M. and Lynn R. Davidov
Gwen Davidson
Deborah Davis
John and Cora Davis Foundation
Steven and Deborah Davis
Dr. Eugene "Gene" de Juan
Dealy Foundation Inc.
Mary C. Decker
John George Dendrinos and 
Catherine Morgan-Dendrinos

Robert and Anne Depew
Conrad J. Derdeyn
John and Carole Detweiler
William O. DeWitt, Jr.
Dr. Sharzia Dharssi
Charles Dhyse

Diabetes Research &  
Wellness Foundation

Neil W. Didriksen and  
Jane C. Brown

Elaine M. Diggs
Dr. Robert and  
Mrs. Deborah Director

Kimberly Distilli
Dominion Energy
Jennifer A. Dotzenrod 
Gerald and Elizabeth Dougherty
Stuart Drake
Brian D. Draper and  
Ford B. Draper, Jr.

John and Alison Dresser
DRT Strategies
Dr. Kevin W. Drummey
Michael Duffy and  
Kerri Bianchet Duffy

Durfee Family Foundation
Henry Durkee
Douglas Duvall
Dr. Carol Ann Dyer, M.D.
East Texas Communities  
Foundation

William S. and Abbie G. Eckland
Ecolab, Inc.
Rachel Edds
Edelman Family Foundation
Elaine Edelman
Beth Van Egeren
Shahin Eghanian
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert E. Ehlers
Robert D. and Janet M. Ellsworth
Elno Family Foundation
Dr. Frederick John Elsas  
and Mrs. Ellen Friend Elsas

Jon Ender
James Englund
Richard A. & Eileen W. Epstein
Ernst & Young Foundation
David A. Ernst
William and Gloria Esham
Alden S. and Gwendolnn A. Estep
M.H. Jim and Nancy L. Estepp
Kevin Michael Estis*
David Evans
Eye Foundation of America
Sam Faller
Michelle A. Fanellli
William Farneth and Ellen L. Baer
Robert and Maureen Feduniak
Phillip L.* and Mary C. Feliciano
Phyllis J. Felser
Ruth M. Finglass and  
Kevin A. Kubach

Gerald W. and  
Marlene Kay Fischer

Curtis Fitzgerald
Damian FitzPatrick

Gloria Flach
Dr. William Francis Flanigan, Jr.
James Edward Flournoy  
and Mary Drake

Kathleen and John Flynn
Jerry D. and Michele R. Focas
Carol R. Forren
William T. and Celina Forrester
Forsythe Family Foundation
Sandra C. Forysthe
Foundation Fighting Blindness
Foundation Fighting Blindness - 
Canada

The Foundation for  
Enhancing Communities

Barbara R. Frank
Martin and Sherry Franks
Robert and Janellen Frantz
Edward Franz
Howard and Randy Freedman
Dr. Neal Freeman
Hermione J. Fthenakis
Ralph O. Funk
Thomas H. and Barbara W. Gale 
Foundation

Thomas Gallagher
John W. Gardner
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Honorable Lenore Gelfman and 
Mr. Richard Gelfman

Carman Gentile
Marvin Gershman
Mrs. Nancy H. Gewirz
Richard A. Gibbs
Dr. Howard and Mrs. Heidi Gilbert
Bruce and Ann Gilbert
Dr. Columbus James Giles
David and Lorna Gladstone
Thomas Glaessner
Glaucoma Foundation
Anita Gleiman*
Joseph and Donna Glime
Dr. and Mrs. Morton F.  Goldberg
Eric W. Goldman
Robert A. Good and Deloris Kile
C. Michael Gooden and Diane P. 
Oksanen-Gooden

Kevin and Linda Goodman
Gene & Anita Gordon Family
Lawrence A. and Hedy H. Gordon
John G. & Jean R. Gosnell  
Foundation

Stephen R. and Aliza Gottesman
Dr. John Gottsch and  
Dr. Julia Haller

Dr. Patricia Gowdy and  
Mrs. Sharon Magden

Brandon A. Grable
Beverly M. Green*
Milton and Jeanine Greenbaum

Dr. Sanford and  
Mrs. Susan Greenberg

Gregory Foundation Fund of 
the Baltimore Community 
Foundation

The Kenneth L. Greif Foundation
The Grodzins Fund
Charles P. Groppe
E. Kenneth Grove, Jr. and  
C. Ann Grove

James S. Grubb
Daniel Hirsch and Brenda Gruss
Alan Guerrieri and Sandra Hatch
Donald L. Guise
Chris Gunther
Halcyon Foundation
Mark I. Hall
Edward A. Halle, Jr. and  
Cynthia D. Halle

John E. Hamel and  
Fern M. Hankin

Michael and Ann Hankin
Dr. Anne Hanneken
Dr. Lynn Hansen and Ms. Lilian 
Hansen

Harmony Charity Limited
John Harnish
Ken Harris
Richard T. and Rebecca D. Harris
Dr. Michael and  
Mrs. Barbara Harris

Daniel P. Haser
Emerita T. Hayward
Buck S. and Nadia S. Hazzah
Health Resources in Action
Roberta Ann Heath
Dr. Christopher D. and  
Mrs. Christine T. Hekimian

Peggy Heller
Marie R. Hennessy
Melanie S. Henry
Janice Herrold
Patricia Herschkowitz
Jennifer and Patrick Herwig
Melvin F. Hickman
Dr. Peter Hill and  
Mrs. Hope Barmat-Hill

Hillside Foundation
Barry Hines
Maurice and Courtenay Hoag
Elise Hodges
Steven J. Hoffman
Dr. Joan Hoffmann
Linda L. Hogan
Neil Hoglander, Jr.
Dr. Sara Hojjatie
Mr. David L. Holman, C.P.A.  
and Frances J. Holman

Allan M. and Shelley Holt
James A. and Barbara B. Hope
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Jessica Horewitz
Carol S. Horn and  
Lawrence A. Horn

Ann "Nancy" R. Horowitz*
Dr. Jonathan Horton
Charles R. Hoskins
Florence Hourigan
Shun Yuh Huang
Dr. Suber S. Huang and  
Dr. Cynthia Paradies Huang

Richard L. Huether
Kathy Hughes
The Hultquist Foundation
Severa Hurlock
Elizabeth Ann Hylton
Dr. Samuel A. Ibikunle
Mrs. Sarah MacDonald Iliff, Esq. 
and Dr. W. Jackson Iliff

Peter and Gwen Infante
Shirley Ip
Sherone E. Ivey
T. L. Jackson
Joan C. Jackson
Dr. Donald S. Jacobs
Lynn P. Jacobs
Mr. Charles P. and Mrs. Jill J. Jacobs
Victoria A. Jamail
David A. and Charlotte James
Joseph F. Jansen, Sr.
Lawrence J. Jarcewski
Dr. William Hope Jarrett, II  
and Mrs. Carol G. Jarrett

Drs. Jonathan and Marcia Javitt
Ida D. Jeffries
John F. Jemionek
Dr. Allan and Mrs. Claire Jensen
Richard E. and Danielle D. Jess
The J M A Foundation
Ralph Nathanael Johanson, Jr.
John Johnston
Sylvia S. Johnson
Joseph E. and  
Marjorie B. Jones Foundation

Lawrence and Mary L. Judge
Dr. Jau-Shi Jun and Eva T. Jun
Drs. Albert Jun and  
Susie Chung

Suzanne and Robert Kahn
The Kahn Foundation
Lynne and Richard Kaiser  
Foundation

Donald J. Kalil
Anthony and Christine Kalish
Gary E. Kallen
Kenneth Kann
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Kaplan
Herbert and Sondra* Kasoff
Joel L. and Wendy Katz
Timothy Dyk and Sally Katzen

Dr. Shalesh Kaushal and  
Monika Kaushal

Kay Family Foundation
Judith S. Kay*
James and Mary S. Keelty
Donald Morehead Kehn, Jr.
David and Christine Kelley
Frank Kelly, Jr.
Margot J. Kelly*
Dr. Ken Kenyon
Deborah A. Kepner
John B. and Marnie Kerrison
Suzanne and Dennis L. Kershner
Leslie Kerzner
Jerry and Rita Kiefer*
Dr. Benjamin Kim and  
Young-Ah Tak

Karen Kintnermay
Steven and Janice Kirsh
Clarence and Ida Klassen  
Charity Foundation

George and Catherine Klein
Jayne Klein
Andrew and Wendy Klein
Paul and Deborah Klinedinst
Robert P. and Arlene R.S. Kogod
Kohnken Family Foundation
Anthony Konstant
Ken and Brenda Korach
David and Anita H. Kovach
KPMG Foundation
Dr. Alan and Mrs. Anita Kramer
Jeremy and Lisa Kramer
Dr. Alan and Mrs. Anita Kramer
Sharon Anne Kress
Eva Krolikowski*
Dr. Sandra Kronsberg and  
Gerald P. Skalka

William Kuehnle
Rachel Kui
Rhys and M. Sue Kuklewicz
Robert Dietrich Kunisch, Sr.*
Jonathan and Kim Kushner
Wayne Kvasnica
Emma Kvasnica
Edward H.L. and Petrina C. Kwok
Betty J. Labin
David E. and Jackie B. Labovitz
Dr. James Lai and  
Mrs. Rosalyn Cheng

Andrew and Patricia Lake
Stephen Langley, III and  
Susan Langley

Kenneth V. Lanning
Robert and Cari Ann Larkins
Paul and Louise Laudicina
Marie Lauritano
John and Charlotte Lavery
Michael F. Lears

Scott and Jane Lederman
Drs. David and Daniele Lees
Dr. Paul Pue-Jung Lee
D. Michael Lefever and  
Michele Pecora

Jeffery A.* and Harriet E. Legum
Michael and Jane Leib
Ray Leidinger
Donald Markham Leneski
Peter Levenson
Ronald Levin
Abbe Levin
Charles and Margaret Levin 
Family Foundation 

John Levy
Robert H. and Diane vS. Levy
Mr. William Minifie Levy and  
Mrs. Elizabeth Day Levy

John B. and Judith B. Levy
John R. Lewis
Dr. Steven and Mrs. Angela W. Li
Dr. Elliott R. Lieberman and 
Rachel F. Edds

Dr. David E. and  
Mrs. Audrey Liebeskind

Joseph L. Liegl
Jim and Gloria Lighthizer
Steven K. Linscheid
Lions Vision Research  
Foundation Inc.

Norman Lippman
Drs. Gail and Robert Liss
Rosemary Logan
Nancy Lohr
Harriett P. Long
Dr. Pedro F. Lopez and  
Mrs. Elena Bueno Lopez

Hollington Lu*
Gregory Lucas
Dr. Peter and Mrs. Amalia Lucas
Dr. James L. and  
Ms. Marica A. Luke

Dr. Joseph Lupo and  
Mrs. Pamela R. Lupo*

Theodore Lutz
Dorothy Lutz
Dr. Mary Gerard Lynch and  
Dr. Reay Hugh Brown

David and Julie Lynn
James and Patricia Lyon
Ma & Ma Enterprises Inc
Dr. Matthew MacCumber
Kevin J. and Maureen MacKay
Anthony Madrigale
Mahendra Mahatma
Brendan and Cara Mahoney
Phuong Mai Dau and Andy N. 
Nguyen

William Henry Malloy, III
John M. and Rosemary M. Maloney

Kerry Mandernach
Donald A. and Brigitte M. Manekin
Linda Manglass
Dr. John Joseph Mann
Amy S. Mann
Susan L. Markley
Robert C. Marlay
Dr. Stephen R. Marquardt
Andrew Marriott
J. Willard Marriott, Jr.
The Bill and Donna Marriott 
Foundation

Kelsey Marshall
John and Glenn Martin
David and Jennifer Martin
Maria Martin-Strader
Maryland State Government
Dr. Richard K. Massengill
Peter and Carol Max
Jim and Kelly Mazzo
Dr. Russell Lee McCally
Robert McCants Jr.
Camilla McCaslin
Alexander McDonald
Drs. Peter J. and Jan M. McDonnell
William D. McInturff
Paul and Jennifer McKinnell
Daniel E. McLain
Claudia McLaughlin
Stephen P. and  
Patricia A. McLaughlin

Nancy McNamara
Theresa McNeil
Prakash Mehta
Alvin S. Meltzer and  
Catherine Ann Rakoff

Mina Memarsadeghi
Kenneth A. and Jo A. Merlau
Janet M. Mey
Ashley P. Meyer
Mark and Maria Meyers
Peter and Anne Meyers
Robert and Sharon Michelson
Heather and William Miller
Roger E. and Ellen M. Miller
Dr. John S. Minkowski and  
Mrs. Patty Minkowski

Dr. Miguel V. and Mrs. Valerie 
Miro-Quesada

Dr. Kapil Mishra
John Mitchell, Jr. Trust
Lauren S. Rosenberg Moffitt
Daniel Molerio and  
Susan Irene Stevens

Joseph E. and Ruth A. Montalbano
Anthony Montana
Dr. Christina Moon
Caroll L. Morgan
Caroline Morisseau
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Diane L. Moritz
Michael and Diane Moritz
Camden Morse
Mosher Foundation
Robert G. and Jane S. Munsey
William Murray
Joseph H. Myers
Sue Myers
Vijay and Nishi Narula
Narula Family Fund
National Life Group Charitable 
Foundation Incorporated

National Philanthropic Trust
Ronald and Barbara Needelman
John and Susan Nehra
Robert William Nelson, Jr.  
and Kelli Nelson

Newton Family
Philip S. Niarchos
Raymond Charles Nichols
Ruth E. Nichols*
Don Nickles
Dr. Robert Noel and Nancy Noel
Frederick and Courtney Nolde
Dr. Alan Lloyd Norton and  
Mrs. Marlene Norton

Nussdorf Family Foundation -  
Lawrence C.* and Melanie 
Nussdorf

Drs. Terrence and Masako O'Brien
Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Visual 
Research Foundation I.O.O.F

Dale and Carol Odenwelder
Oestreicher Family Charitable 
Gift Fund

Robert Ogureck
Yung Keun Oh and Ah-Ja C. Chung
Thomas and Pamela O'Neil
O'Neil Family Foundation 
Erik and Aspasia Oosterwijk
James P. and Judith R. O'Sullivan
Daniel G. and Leanne Oswald
Daryl R. Otte
Ms. Kathryn Lynott Oursler
Daryl and Ellen Owen
William R. Padnos and Margery 
A. Kaye

Jeff Pan and Susan Chen
Ching-Jiin Pan
Virginia R. Pankow
Dr. Lakshmi Kantharao  
Paramatmuni* and Mrs. Vanaja 
Sangam Paramatmuni

Peter Parapiglia
Rose Parapiglia*
Drs. Parag and Purvi Parekh
Shawn Paretti
Robert S. and Gay L. Pasley
Elmer and Van Pass
Nimesh Patel

Sonaili Patel
Dr. Arun C. Patel and  
Mrs. Carol Joan Patel

Ellen Levy Patz*
The Payne Family Charitable 
Foundation

Ricard and Sandra Pearse
Paul L. Peck, Jr. and  
Suzanne J. Peck

Dr. Jay Pepose
Edward C. Perko Jr. 
Ronald and Elizabeth M. Peterson
Ron and Rooney Peterson
Steven Petkas
The Phase Foundation
PhRMA Foundation
Dr. Donald Lowell Price, Jr.
Dr. Julie G. Price
Florence Price Trust
Helen A. Price
Marc and Elizabeth Pritchard
Susan Pulliam
Paul C. Purnell
David E.I. Pyott
Shahnaz Quraishi
The Norman Raab Foundation
Stephen F Raab and Mariellen 
Brickley-Raab

Mark Raabe
Neil H. Rackham and Ava 
Abramowitz

Anne Ragonese
Dr. Homayoon and  
Mrs. Jaleh K. Rahbari

Dr. V. K. Raju and  
Nagalakshmi Raju

Catherine Rakoff
Brian Ramos
Yammanuru Ramulu, M.D. and 
Aruna Ramulu, M.D.

Drs. Krishnamurti N. Rao and 
Neena Rao

Henrick and Britta Rasmussen
Philip and Lynn Rauch
Dorothy Ray
James A. and Patricia Q. Read
Alex and Anne Reamer
Mary Jane Reiblich*
Carol Reich
Reid Family
Ted* and Ann Reiver
Research To Prevent Blindness
Henry E. Rey*
George S. Rich Family Foundation
Sharon O. Richardson
Sandra Riddell
Peter Riddleberger
Norbert E. and Jean M. Rieg
Linda Riley
David W. Roberts

Carl and Kimberly Roberts
David C. Roberts
Raymond and Jeanne Roberts
Mary Jane Roberts*
Dr. Alan L. Robin and  
Wendy Robin

William A. Roeting
Roberta L. Rogers
Joshua and Dinah Rokach
Cassandra Rosado
Tim Rosado
The Marion and Robert*  
Rosenthal Family Foundation

Nicole C. Ross
Glenda F. Rothrock
Keith Rotolo
Kathleen Rottier
Elaine W. Roussos
Louise Sloan Rowland Charitable 
Foundation

Tarun Roy
Harold Rubenstein Family  
Charitable Trust

Stella Irene Rubin
Alfonso and Nancy W. Saia
Dr. Sherveen Shayegan Salek
Jonathan and Lori Sallet
Stephen M. Salny
Munir and Jane Saltoun
Alla Sapozhnikova
Susan M. Sass
The Sauber Family
James and Christine Savage
Reginald and Barbara Saville
The Milton Schamach  
Foundation, Inc.

Charles Cadwell and  
Mary L. Schapiro

Shelly Schapiro
Stephen and Catherine Scheirey
David and Suzanne Schmidt
Rochelle Schneickert
Gregory Schneider
Chistopher Scholtes
Donald and Kathleen Scholz
David E. and Jennifer M. Schottke
Brett Schultz and Iris Schutlz
Nathalie "Natalie" Shunick
Timothy B. Schwinabart
Dr. John A. Scileppi
Merete Serck-Hanssen  
and Eilif Seck-Hanssen

Paul Settelmeyer
Kathy L. Shapiro
Anugrah and Rajender C. Shaw
Shelter Foundation, Inc.
Michael and Barbara Sheppard
Stanley and Linda Sher
Cohen Ship Family

Dr. Amy Ship
Anne Shively
Paige Shockley
Andrew and Paula Shoyer
Margaret Siewert
Robert M. Sinskey, M.D.  
Foundation

Emina Siskovich
Dr. Sandra J. Kronsberg and 
Gerald P. Skalka

Dr. Louis E. Slesin and  
Ms. Lesli A. Rice

Charles J. Slimowicz, Jr.  
and Carolyn M. Slimowicz

Kenric Smith
Gilbert Smith, Sr. and Rhoda Smith
Clarice R. Smith*
Dr. Patricia and Mr. Lyman Smith
Kevin and Barbi Smole
Brian E. Smole
Donald E. and Mary R. Smolinski
Dr. Alfred and Jill Sommer
Dr. Robert Michael Sorin
Southern Dames of America
Girardeau Spann
Carol Sprague
Drs. Uma and Divya Srikumaran
Edward A. St. John Jr.
Alice Stabile
Randy and Louise Staley
Henry H. and Judith L. Stansbury
Drs. Niel Starksen and  
Sandra Tong Starksen

Donna M. Steele
Philip Stephenson
Delores A. Sternot*
Susan Stevens
Gregory R. and Teresa L.R. Stewart
Janet Stewart
Sharon Stieber
Geroge F. Stimak
Mark and Betsy Stires
Rebecca A. and Bradley A. Stirn
Lowell P. Strader and  
Maria P. Martin-Strader

Leon Strauss, M.D., Ph.D.
Joan M. Stuart
Dale C. and Eileen R. Stubenrauch
Dr. Michael E. and  
Mrs. Pamela Sulewski

Marc Sumerlin and  
Cassandra Hanley

Lauren W. Sun
Pamela Sweeney and Peter 
Levenson

Sycamore Fund
Susan and W. Stuart Symington
Dr. Jonathan Talamo
Christine L. Terwilliger
Adriana Tesh

42 WILMER EYE INSTITUTE ANNUAL REPORT 2025



 

Dr. Richard J. Thomas and  
Anne D. Thomas

The Edward N. & Della L. 
Thome Memorial Foundation

Dr. John T. and  
Mrs. Mary Ann Thompson

Tyrone and Jennifer Throop
William R. and Norma Kline Tiefel
Margery Ann Tierney-Bergsman
David and Cynthia Tolsma
Edward A. and  
Elizabeth H. Tomlinson

Hiroshi and Kumiko Toyoda
Warren M. and Maria E. Tracey
Philip and Regina Trainer
Edward and Margaret Tregurtha
Tri Gas & Oil
Bobbie Troutman
Dr. Mark* and Mrs. Petrina Tso
Richard L. and Janice Tull
Brandon K. Tung
Albert W. Turner Trust
Judith C. Turner
Daniel E. and Anna M. Ulm
United Way of Central Maryland
David Van Egeren
Joyce Van Orden
James and Catherine  
C.H. Vecchiarelli

Antonio Vilar and  
Montserrat Simo De Vilar

Dr. Narine Viruni
Lucky Vogt
Robert and Karen Vollinger
Jamie Wacks
John R. Wade
Dorothy E. Walizer
Larry Walker and  
Laurel Ann Cohen

Christopher Wallace
Dr. Richard J. Walsh
Drs. Mark and Kelly Walsh
William H. Walton, III
Andrew Wang
Virginia and Jeffrey Wanko
Robert and Jane Warach
Warby Parker Inc.
Daniel and Rebecca Ward
Celia J. Weatherhead
John and Judith Webb
Carolyn Weber
Ari and Charlotte Weinberg
Shifra A. Weinberg
Ted Berk and Naomi Weinberg
Weinstein Family
Kenneth J. and Anita B. Welch
Betty Wells
Albert E. Werking*
Dietmar and Mary Lou Weselin

Drs. Constance E. West and 
David G. Hunter

Ronald M. West
Cecil West
Robin and Reeves Westbrook
Ruth Weston
Peggi Weymouth
Jack and Sue Whitelaw
Elizabeth J. Wiggans
Jack and Amy Wilen
Kim M. Willett
James A. Williamson
Sheila D. Wilmott
John R. Wilson
Robert "Mark" Winter
Laurence and Alexis Wintersteen
Dr. John and  
Mrs. Denise Wittpen

Mr. James Wohlgemuth and  
Mrs. Caroline Wohlgemuth

Dr. David Wohns and  
Wendy Wohns

Richard Wohns and  
Marie Lauritano

Jack Wolfe
Dr. William and  
Mrs. Jennifer Wood

Lynn R. Woodruff
Howard and Lauren Woolley
Clarence and Natalie Workman
Richard M. Wrona
John M. Wyatt
George and Patricia Wyhinny
Timothy E. and  
Elizabeth S. Wyman

Sara Yeterian
Izumi Yoshimoto
Lynne Young
Yu-Brody Charitable Fund
Paula Zacharakos
William G. Zanoff
Dr. Marco Zarbin
Dr. David Samuel Zee and  
Paulette Victoria Thompson

The Zenkel Foundation
Harold and Nancy Zirkin
Jack Zoeller
Arthur L. Zucker

* Deceased

VISION FOR THE FUTURE

In 1925, the nation’s first university eye clinic  
to combine eye patient care, research and  
teaching was established, thanks to the generosity 
of friends and former patients of William Holland 
Wilmer. Your gift will ensure Dr. Wilmer’s legacy 
continues through education, treatment and 
pioneering research. Consider these opportunities: 

Leave a Legacy 
Naming Wilmer as a beneficiary of your will, 
retirement account, or other estate plans 
will cost you nothing in your lifetime, while 
positively impacting future generations.

Make a Gift that Pays You 
Establishing a gift to Wilmer through a charitable 
gift annuity or charitable remainder trust will pay 
you a lifetime income, leaving a significant gift to 
Wilmer after your lifetime. You receive an immediate 
income tax deduction at the time of your gift.

To learn more about these and other ways to support 
the future of the Wilmer Eye Institute, contact: 

Office of Gift Planning 
800-548-1268 or 410-516-7954 
giftplanning@jhu.edu 
giving.jhu.edu/giftplanning

Seek advice from a tax professional before 
entering into a gift annuity agreement.
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Sanford Greenberg, Ph.D., Chairman 
Kim Alkire 
Mary E. Bartkus 
George and Mary Nell Berry 
Suzanne and Edward Birch, Ph.D.
Elaine and Howard Brownstein
Bob Butchofsky
Deborah A. Colson
William E. Conway Jr.
Elizabeth Cordia
Meredith B. and John Cross III
Liz Dubin
Maureen and Robert B. Feduniak
Mary Forsythe
Sandy Forsythe
James P. Gills Jr., M.D.
Myrna D. and Morton F. Goldberg, M.D.
Monica Lind Greenberg
Susan Greenberg
M. Alan Guerrieri
Debbie Marriott Harrison
Martha Head
Allan M. Holt
Claire S. and Allan D. Jensen, M.D.
Ian Kelly
Kenneth R. Kenyon, M.D.
Jonathan Kushner 
Helen and Raymond P.L. Kwok
Harriet Legum
James V. Mazzo
Kenneth A. and Jo A. Merlau
J. Bradley Oatney, O.D. 
Frank E. O’Donnell Jr., M.D.
Cherie Ort
Marlee Ort
Michael Panitch
David E.I. Pyott
Stephen F Raab and Mariellen Brickley-Raab
Ann Reiver
Louis E. Slesin, Ph.D., and Lesli Rice
Suzanne Slesin
David Bruce Smith
Niel F. Starksen, M.D., and Sandra Tong Starksen, M.D.
Rebecca Atkinson Stirn
Cassandra Hanley and Marc Sumerlin
Jonathan Talamo, M.D.
Bill and Norma Kline Tiefel
William J. Wood, M.D.
Howard Woolley

THE 2025 WILMER  
BOARD OF GOVERNORS JOIN US IN OUR QUEST  

FOR DISCOVERY

The mission of the Wilmer Eye Institute 
is to develop and use the finest scientific 
evidence to promote improved ophthalmic 
care and the reduction of visual disability in 
a collaborative environment that combines 
compassionate patient care, innovative  
research and the training of future leaders 
in ophthalmology and visual sciences.  
For the past nine decades, our efforts 
have been made possible by the financial 
support of our generous donors. 

Your investment in the Wilmer Eye Institute 
makes it possible for our physicians to 
offer unrivaled patient care to you and to 
countless others who may find their sight 
threatened by illness or injury. We invite  
you to partner with the Wilmer Eye Institute 
on our quest of discovery to find the next 
treatment or cure.

For information on how to join us in our  
mission to end blindness and life-altering  
eye diseases, please contact:  

WILMER DEVELOPMENT OFFICE, 
410.955.2020, wildev@jhmi.edu

Megan Ward,  
Executive Director of Development   

Kathy Anglemyer,  
Director of Leadership Giving 

Hannah Culbreth,  
Assistant Director of Development  

Collin DeWitt,  
Senior Associate Director of Development  

Josh Meadows, 
Associate Director of Development 

Kellan Newby-Matthews, 
Associate Director of Development 

Diana Riggs,  
Development Coordinator  

Betsy Rutherford,  
Director of Development   

Lindsey Schwartz,  
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We’re in Your Neighborhood  
HOPKINSMEDICINE.ORG/WILMER 

CALL: 410.955.5080, TOLL-FREE: 888-Wilmer-i (945-6374)

Wilmer Eye Institute  
at The Johns Hopkins Hospital 
1800 Orleans St. 
Baltimore, MD 21287

Johns Hopkins Bayview 
Medical Center 
4940 Eastern Ave. 
Baltimore, MD 21224

Arlington 
4102 Wilson Blvd., 
Arlington, VA 22203

Bethesda 
Westmoreland Building 
6430 Rockledge Drive, Ste. 600 
Bethesda, MD 20817

Columbia  
Medical Pavilion at Howard County 
10710 Charter Drive, Ste. 310 
Columbia, MD 21044

Frederick 
161 Thomas Johnson Drive, Ste. 275 
Frederick, MD 21702

Green Spring Station 
10753 Falls Road, Pavilion 2, Ste. 455 
Lutherville, MD 21093

Odenton 
1106 Annapolis Road, Ste. 290 
Odenton, MD 21113

Water’s Edge 
4692 Millenium Dr., Ste. 200 
Belcamp, MD 21017

White Marsh 
4924 Campbell Blvd., Ste. 100 
White Marsh, MD 21236
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