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New  Initiatives at the JHSPH  
The Academy at Johns Hopkins 



The 1918 Influenza Pandemic
Critical launch point for the School’s work

Jump-started the School’s 
growth as a leading center for 
research and training in 
epidemic disease and led to its 
rise in international prominence 
in vaccine development, 
evaluation, and policy.

Wade Hampton Frost
1st Chair, Epidemiology
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• 2600+ Students 

• 700+ FT Faculty 

working in > 100 

countries 

• 25,000+ Alumni 

• Organized around:

• 10 Departments 

• 80+ Centers

JHSPH: 100 Years & Counting



We are still on the forefront of 
combating infectious diseases
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Tackling New 21st Century Challenges

The Bloomberg American Health Initiative
A $300 million gift focused on 5 critical challenges

• 25 endowed professorships
• 50 MPH and 10 DrPH endowed fellowships
• Research and programmatic efforts developed and 

implemented through enhanced partnerships

Environmental
Challenges

Obesity & The 
Food System

Risks to 
Adolescent 

Health

Addiction & 
Overdose

Violence
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Educate leaders who can advance the public’s 
health by furthering the excellence of our 
existing programs and extending our reach 
beyond the walls of our School.

Our Goal



We are a Virtual University 
at least for the near future 
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Challenges & Opportunities 
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• We are prepared- long hx of teaching online –
300 courses online already 

• Robust Center for Teaching and Learning and 
multimedia department  

• Challenges
 Training and support for faculty
 Class facilities to accommodate face to face  and 

remote learning simultaneously
 New ways to  enhance student engagement  
 Building ‘community’ among students 



A Johns Hopkins Teach-Out on Coursera 
Fighting COVID-19 with Epidemiology 



Solve the most important public health 
problems by incubating, accelerating, and 
translating groundbreaking research.

Our Goal
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• Leverage our breadth and depth  
• Promote team science 
• Prioritize new directions in research

• Fund 4 $1 million awards for teams 
that cross departments & disciplines 
that are focused on big problems 

12 teams (of 35) 
have been 

selected  to move 
to the next round 



• Arturo Casadevall & David Sullivan: Deployment of 
convalescent plasma for the prevention and tx of COVID-19  

• Chris Heaney & David Thomas :  developed SARS-CoV-2 
antibody  saliva test  to  play critical role in large-scale 
'sero'-surveillance  

• Shruti Mehta & Greg Kirk: population-based cohort study 
to determine clinical, Social, economic consequences 

• Colleen Barry & Hahrie Han: Johns Hopkins COVID-19 
Civic Life and Public Health Survey

• Justin Lessler & Others: Modeling   

COVID-19 Related Research – Examples 

https://www.jhsph.edu/covid-19/projects-and-initiatives/index.html

https://www.jhsph.edu/covid-19/projects-and-initiatives/index.html


Partner to protect the population’s health and 
advance equity and social justice worldwide, 
with a special commitment to Baltimore.

Our Goal



Some COVID-19 Related Activities 
• Working with the Hopkins Health System, UMd Health 

System & Care First to advise and support Baltimore City 

• Collaborating with Bloomberg Philanthropies and the 
Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership Initiative to provide 
over 400 city mayors  with the tools to understand, 
respond to and manage this public health crisis and beyond 

• Developing planning models for cites that reflect the 
possible impact of the epidemic on health services under 
different social distancing scenarios &  policies   



Other COVID-19 Related Activities 



Fuel creativity and ensure excellence in all we do 
by cultivating a diverse, inclusive, and nurturing 
environment for students, faculty, and staff.

Our Goal



Communicate and advocate for the value 
of public health.

Our Goal



We are a trusted source of information 
about COVID-19



Our Center for Health Security is Leading the Way 

Provides directions for adapting our public health 
strategy as we limit the epidemic spread and 
transition to new tools and approaches to prevent  
further spread 
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https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/national-
coronavirus-response-a-road-map-to-reopening/
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Center for Public Health Advocacy

Shelley Hearne  
DrPH, MPH

Infused with New Resources
• Endowment of the Sommer-Klag Decanal 

Professorship of the Practice in Public Health 
Advocacy and Director of the Center 

• Establishment of the Sommer-Klag Award in 
Public Health Advocacy  

• School commitment 

Focus of the Center
• Engage communications & marketing experts
• Connect with policymakers and co-produce 

research to facilitate translation
• Broaden teaching efforts
• Lead in advocacy research
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A New Initiative - the context   
• Public health not modernized to address today’s health 

challenges from health emergencies to chronic conditions

• Need recognize but  there is lack of “political will”

• Significant undermining of science and lack of  leadership  

• Public health must address social determinants of health in 
order to create greater health equity and address racism

• COVID-19 highlights public health disarray, poor 
preparedness, high rate of chronic diseases, enormous 
disparities in death & despair

• Johns Hopkins credibility at all time high. 



Proposed Campaign for Modernizing our 
Nation’s Public Health System

Action Plan for a Healthier Community Response, 
Recovery, and Resiliency, Post-Pandemic

Vision
A nation that is healthier, more equitable, and more 
resilient after the coronavirus pandemic

Goal
Curate, convene, and champion a large-scale campaign to 
build political will at the local, state, and federal level for 
modernizing the nation’s public health system, by building 
on the Johns Hopkins leadership and credibility



Campaign Objectives 

• Generate a Johns Hopkins report series for policymakers 
and thought leaders on building a 21st Century Disease 
Prevention system

• Build consensus and “political will”  for the most 
impactful fixes required to revitalize public health at all 
governmental levels 

• Convene a diverse public health council, made up of 
business leaders and key public health leaders, to 
champion for rebuilding the public health sustainably 

• In collaboration with others, pass new, sustainable laws, 
policies, and funding streams for public health



Thanks for all you do in support of our vision of

Protecting Health, Saving Lives—
Millions at a Time
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