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ITHOUT DOUBT, THERE ARE GENIUSES AMONG US - - THERE ALWAYS

HAVE BEEN AT JOHNS HOPKINS BUT, THE SCIENTIFIC ENTERPRISE AT THE END OF THE TWENTIETH

CENTURY REQUIRES SO MUCH MORE THAN GIFTED INDIVIDUALS WORKING IN

ISOLATION & AND SO, AS WE GATHER THE GREAT POWERS OF THIS INSTITUTION IN WAYS

THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN BROUGHT TOGETHER BEFORE, WE BECOME SOMETHING

NEW - STRONGER, WISER, MORE COMPASSIONATE - RISING TO MEET THE COMING CENTURY

& T H I S BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF OUR COLLEAGUES WHO DEVOTED THEIR CAREERS

TO THE TREATMENT AND RESEARCH OF CANCER AND LOST THEIR OWN LIVES TO THE DISEASE.

FOR THEM, OUR PATIENTS, AND OUR CHILOREN, WE CONTINUE TO FIGHT



ENTER DIRECTOR AND ELI KENNERLY

MARSHALL, JR. PROFESSOR oF ONCOLOGY

MARTIN ABELOFF, M. » CONSIDERS THE SUCCESSES.

?OF THE LAST 25 YEARS THE FOUNDATION OF

THE EXCELLENT TREATMENT ANO RESEARCH

TAKING PLACE IN THE ONCOLOGY CENTER,

TODAY. ?IN 1973, WE HELPEO DEFINE THE

FIELD OF ONCOLOGY. TODAY, WE ARE HELPING TO

REDEFINE 17," HE SAYS.

@ ?EARLY ON, WE HAD A UNIQUE VISION

OF WHAT A CANCER CENTER SHOULD BE. ITS

HALLMARKS WERE COLLABORATIVE SCIENCE AND

INNOVATION. THAT REMAINS UNCHANGED TODAY. IT

1S EXCITING TO SEE THE NUMBER OF FACULTY AND

STAFF THAT HAVE BEEN WITH US THROUGHOUT

MUCH OF THIS 25-YEAR JOURNEY, AND THOSE WHO

HAVE JOINED US MORE RECENTLY, IMPRESSED BY

THIS DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT AND THE

FREEDOM TO EXPLORE NOVEL IDEAS, CONTINUE THE

VOYAGE WITH US.

®% ?WE ARE LEADERS IN THE NATIONAL

CANCER PROGRAM. OUR VAST ACCOMPLISHMENTS

HAVE EARNED US WIDESPREAD PRAISE, @UT THEY

ALSO BRING US GREAT RESPONSIBILITY. THE REST

OF THE CANCER WORLD LOOKS TO US FOR DIREC?

TION,? DR. ABELOFF SAYS. ?THERE IS NO QUESTION

THAT WE HAVE A CHALLENGE BEFORE US, WE HAVE

NOT ELIMINATED CANCER, SO WE ARE WELL AWARE

THAT AS FAR AS WE'VE COME, WE STILL HAVE A

LONG ROAD AHEAD OF US. BUT, THERE ARE GREAT

OPPORTUNITIES AHEAD. TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO,

WE COULD NOT HAVE ENVISIONED AN OUTPATIENT

BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT, THERE WAS NO CON-

CERTED EFFORT IN COUNSELING CANCER PATIENTS,

T H E R E W A S N O T A L K OF G E N E T H E R A P Y O RG E N E T I C

S C R E E N I N G T E S T S . "

® WHILE THE ADVANCED WORK WE ARE

DOING TODAY MAKES THE WORK OF 2 5 YEARS AGO

LOOK PRIMIT IVE, IT, TOO, WILL SEEM P R I M I T I V E

WHEN WE LOOK BACK 25 YEARS FROM NOW.

?IT 15 A CONTINUING, EVER-CHANGING PROCESS,

SAYS DR. ABELOFF. ?AS COMPLICATED AND COMPLEX

AS THIS RESEARCH 15, SO PURELY SIMPLE 1S ITS

PURPOSE. IT IS ALL FOR THE PATIENT AND WE

MUST NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF THAT.? THIS PURPOSE

HAS REMAINED UNCHANGED OVER 25 YEARS AND

PROMISES TO HOLD TRUE IN THE FUTURE.



O w n e w c l in i c a la n dr e s e a r c h f a c i l -

l i e sn o ww a n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n s y m b o l e e a

n e w e r a i n c a n c e r t r e a t m e n t a n d

research. She tash before us cannot be

understated. What we have learned in

the laboratory over the past 25 years

must be translated lo prevention, diag-

nosis and treatment strategies if they

are loh a v e a r e a l impact. ?

MARTIN D. ABELOFF, M.D.

DIRECTOR

THE JOHNS HOPKINS

ONCOLOGY CENTER





S O L V I N G T H E M Y S T E R Y O F T H E C A N C E R C E L I ,

66
ANCER 1S AN INCREDIBLY COMPLEX

DISEASE. | DON?T THINK ANYONE REALIZED HOW

COMPLICATED IT WAS WHEN WE BEGAN THE EXPLO-

RATION INTO ITS MOLECULAR ORIGINS 25 YEARS

A G O , ? SAYS S T E P H E N B A Y L I N , M . D . , LUDWIG

PROFESSOR FOR CANCER RESEARCH tN ONCOLOGY,

STILL, HE 1S AMAZED AT HOW MUCH WE HAVE

LEARNED ABOUT THE CANCER CELL.

@ THE RESEARCH SUCCESSES OF THE

EARLY YEARS ? UNDERSTANDING HOW BONE

M A R R O W R E G E N E R A T E S A N D T H E

D E V E L O P M E N T OF S O N E M A R R O W

T R A N S P L A N T A T I O N ? H A S H A D

D I R E C T C L I N I C A L A P P L I C A T I O N S . B A S I C S C I E N C E

R E S E A R C H O N T H E B I O L O G Y OF T H E C A N C E R C E L L

J T S E L F , H A D O N L Y J U S T B E G U N .

® ToDay, OUR CENTER 1S RECOGNIZED AS

A PIONEER IN CANCER BIOLOGY AND A PREMIER

INSTITUTION FOR THE STUDY OF MOLECULAR

GENETICS. OUR STUDIES HAVE SERVED AS THE

CLASSIC MODELS FOR DECIPHERING THE MYSTERY

OF THE CANCER CELL. IT BEGAN WITH THE IDENTI-

FICATION OF A SERIES OF GENETIC MUTATIONS AND

ALTERATIONS THAT WERE FOUND TO INITIATE AND

THEN FACILITATE THE PROGRESSION OF CANCER

AS WELL AS NEW MECHANISMS, SUCH AS DNA

METHYLATION, THE GREATEST HEADWAY HAS BEEN

IN COLON CANCER, WITH GENETIC FINDINGS

ALREADY BENEFITING HIGH-RISK FAMILIES

T H R O U G H T E S T I N G A N D C O U N S E L I N G .

@ ? W E H A V E T H E O P P O R T U N I T Y TO D O

T H I N G S I N P R E V E N T I O N T H A T H A V E N E V E R B E E N

TRIED BEFORE,? SAYS DR. BAYLIN. IN FACT, THE

STUDY OF AGENTS SUCH AS RETINOIC ACID THAT

CAUSE PRECANCEROUS CELLS TO GO DORMANT, ARE

PROVIDING REAL HOPE THAT CANCER COULD ONE

D A Y B E A P R E V E N T A B L E D I S E A S E .

& ? T H E A D V A N T A G E S OF T H I S R E S E A R C H

C A N N O T B E U N D E R S T A T E D , B U T WE M U S T A L S O B E

CAUTIOUS. | T H I N K I N E V E R Y E R A I N W H I C H C A N C E R

HAS B E E N S T U D I E D , WE G E T TO A P O I N T W H E R E W E

T H I N K , TH IS iS I T , W E ' V E S O L V E D T H E M Y S T E R Y .

U N E Q U I V O C A L L Y , THE R E C E N T P H A S E OF M O L E C U L A R

S T U D Y H A S S H E D M O R E L I G H T O N T H E D I S E A S E T H A N

A N Y R E S E A R C H B E F O R E IT, T H I S IS J U S T O N E S T E P , H O W -

EVER. M A K I N G T H E T R A N S I T I O N F R O M U N D E R S T A N D -

I N G T H E D I S E A S E TO A C T U A L L Y C H A N G I N G T H E C O U R S E

OF T H I S D I S E A S E IS T H E R E A L C H A L L E N G E , ? HE S A Y S .
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HEN I JOINED THE ONCOLOGY

TEAM IN 1975, THERE WERE NO FAX MACHINES ANO

NO COMPUTERS. ToDAY, WE PRACTICE TELEMEDI-

C A R I N G A N D C U R I N G

WORK, AND THERE ARE SOME WHO STILL DON'T.

Bur, WE HAVE HAD PROMISING RESULTS WITH CUR

TRIALS AND HAVE BEEN THE RECIPIENTS OF HIGH

PRAISE,? SAYS DR. ETTINGER.

HAS RANKED THE JOHNS HOPKINS HOSPITAL 4S

THE LEADING HOSPITAL IN THE COUNTRY AND OUR

ONCOLOGY CENTER AMONG THE TOP FIVE IN

THE NATION. AS A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL

& ?THAT IS WHAT IS SO SPECIAL ABOUT COMPREHENSIVE CANCER NETWORK, WE HELP SET

. . ? SOPHISTICATED COMPUTER CONNEC-

~~
" ; CINE, REVIEWING PATIENT X-RAYS

? {

XX ANO CAT SCANS SENT To US VIA

TIONS FROM AS FAR AWAY AS SINGAPORE,? SAYS

DAVID ETTINGER, M.D., ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR

CLINICAL AFFAIRS AND PROFESSOR OF ONCOLOGY.

MANY FOUND IT LAUGHABLE WHEN, IN

THE EARLY YEARS, HE OBTAINED A GRANT FROM THE

NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE FOR PHASE 1 TRIALS

?OF NEW DRUGS, YET THESE TRIALS LED To TWO OF

THE MOST PROMISING NEW ANTICANCER AGENTS ?

PACLITAXEL AND TOPOTECAN. THE DISCUSSION OF

GENE THERAPY TRIALS WAS MET WITH A SIMILAR

UACK OF ENTHUSIASM. ?NO ONE THOUGHT IT WOULD

THE ONCOLOGY CENTER AT HOPKINS. THERE 1S

ALWAYS SUPPORT ANO ENCOURAGEMENT TO BE

INNOVATIVE, THAT IS WHY WE ATTRACT SO MANY

GIFTEO CLINICIANS AND RESEARCHERS AND WHY SO

MANY OF THEM HAVE MADE THEIR CAREERS HERE,?

HE SAYS. ?WE SAY IT SO MUCH THAT U THINK WE

TAKE {T FOR GRANTED, BUT THIS TRULY IS AN

AMAZING PLACE OF HEALING AND DISCOVERY.

@ ?WE ARE THE ONLY CANCER CENTER IN

THE COUNTRY WITH THREE SPORE (SPECIALIZED

PROGRAMS OF RESEARCH EXCELLENCE) GRANTS. FOR

FIVE CONSECUTIVE YEARS, U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT

THE STANDARDS OF CANCER CARE FOR THE ENTIRE

COUNTRY,? HE SAYS.

@& TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH, WHERE

LABORATORY DISCOVERIES ARE QUICKLY TRANS-

FERRED TO THE @EDSIDE, 1S A HALLMARK OF

ONCOLOGY AT JOHNS HOPKINS. ?WHEN OUR EXISTING

CENTER WAS CONSTRUCTED IN 1977 WITH PATIENT

UNITS AND LASORATORIES ADJACENT TO ONE

ANOTHER, IT WAS CONSIDERED A NOVEL APPROACH,

HOWEVER, IT ENSURED THAT OUR RESEARCHERS

WOULD WORK tN COLLABORATION,? HE SAYS.



?When our first patients came here,

they did not want their family and

friends to hnow they had cancer

Thday, our patients are very hnowl-

edgeable about their disease and are

a .
a c t i v e participants in their care.

. D A V I D E T T I N G E R , M . D .

_ ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR _

C L I N I C A L AFFAIRS A N D

PROFESSOR OF ONCOLOGY
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E C I A L T Y

R I O R T O T H E 1 9 6 0 S , O N C O L O G Y A S A F I E L D O F S T U D Y O R C L I N I C A L SPI

T A L S ,
W A S N O T R E P R E S E N T E D I N T H E V A S T M A J O R I T Y O F A C A D E M I C M E D I C A L C E N T E R S . I N M O S T H O S P I

N S -
I N C L U D I N G J O H N S H O P K I N S , P A T I E N T S W E R E C A R E D F O R B Y A W I D E V A R I E T Y O F C L I N I C I A

VERY FEW WITH A SPECIAL INTEREST OR COMPETENCE IN ONCOLOGY. ® THE MEANS OF

E F F E C T I N G T H E C O U R S E O F T H I S R E L E N T L E S S D I S E A S E W E R E V E R Y L I M I T E D , A N D M O S T

P A T I E N T S P R E S E N T E D W I T H A D V A N C E D D I S E A S E . I T W A S D U R I N G T H E 1 9 6 0 ' S T H A T A H A N D F U L O F U S

E S P O U S E D A D I F F E R E N T V I S I O N . ® T O D A Y , W E H A V E M U C H O F W H I C H T O B E P R O U D . M A N Y O F O U R

F A C U L T Y A R E A C A D E M I C L E A D E R S I N T H E I R F I E L D ; O U R N U R S E S H A V E B E E N L E A D E R S I N T H E

D E V E L O P M E N T O F O N C O L O G Y N U R S I N G A S A R E C O G N I Z E D C L I N I C A L S P E C I A L T Y ; A N D O U R P A T I E N T A N D

F A M I L Y S E R V I C E S H A V E E A R N E D W I D E R E C O G N I T I O N . A S G L O W I N G A S O U R P A S T H A S B E E N , H O W E V E R ,

ALBERT H Owens, Jn MD

I T I S C E R T A I N T O B E A P A L E R E P R E S E N T A T I O N O F W H A T I S T O C O M E . ? [ * ? ? H TRustes, Disrincuisnen SeRvice
PROFESSOR OF ONCOLOGY AND MEDICINE,

DiRECTOR EMERITUS ~ THE JOHNS HOPKINS ONCOLOGY CENTER


