Debriefing Script for Research Participants
This is a sample script, please make modifications as applicable to align with your study details.
Title of Study: [Insert Title Here]
IRB Protocol #: [Insert IRB Protocol # Here]
Principal Investigator: [Insert Name Here]
Contact Information: [Insert Contact Information Here
[Greeting the participants]
Thank you for participating in our research study [today/yesterday/on XX/XX/XXXX]; we sincerely appreciate your time and effort. We would like to take a few moments to provide you with important information about the research study you just completed.
[Purpose of the study]
The purpose of this study was to [insert a brief description of the study’s actual aim, e.g., “examine decision-making processes under certain psychological conditions” or “evaluate responses to social scenarios”].
[Addressing the deception or incomplete disclosure]
During the study, you may have felt that some information was incomplete or that we were not fully transparent about what you were experiencing. This was intentional, and we want to explain why.
We used [deception or incomplete disclosure] to [explain the rationale for the deception, e.g., “better understand how participants react in naturalistic settings where they may not have complete information,” or “to minimize potential bias in the study results”]. Research has shown that [deception or incomplete disclosure]can lead to more authentic responses, which helps us advance our understanding of [insert relevant field or topic].
[Addressing potential concerns]
We understand that some participants may feel uneasy about not being told all of the details of the study up front. Please know that this type of research is carefully regulated and reviewed by ethical guidelines to ensure that risks are minimized, and participant welfare is prioritized.  This study has been reviewed by an Institutional Review Board (IRB), a group of people that reviews human research studies. The IRB can help you if you have questions about your rights as a research participant or if you have other questions, concerns or complaints about this research study.  You may contact the IRB at [insert IRB phone number] or [insert IRB email address]. 

[Clarification and answering questions]
If you have any questions about the study, your participation, or the research process and its results, feel free to ask now or contact us later at [insert study team contact information]. 
[Providing additional resources]
You can also contact [insert local support resources or counseling services].
[Thanking the participants again]
We cannot thank you enough for your participation and understanding. Your input is invaluable to our research and helps improve our knowledge in this area.
We will make sure that your responses remain confidential, and your decision to participate today is greatly appreciated. If you would like to receive a summary of the study results upon completion, please let us know.
[Closing]
Thank you once again for your participation. Please take a moment to fill out the feedback form provided to share your thoughts on your experience today. Have a great day!

[Feedback Form: Optional]
· What did you think about the study?
· Do you have any suggestions for improvement?
· Were there aspects of the study that you found particularly interesting or concerning?

