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Information about COVID-19 and Research Participation

At Johns Hopkins University our primary responsibility related to research is to protect the safety of our research participants. If you are thinking about joining a research study or are already taking part in a study, it is important that you think about the following information to see if study participation is right for you at this time.

What is COVID-19?
COVID-19 is a virus spread by respiratory droplets or small airborne particles.

For most people, COVID-19 causes only mild or moderate symptoms like fever and cough. However, many people are hospitalized with more severe illness and death can occur.  Individuals over 65 and with chronic conditions such as cancer, diabetes, obesity and chronic lung disease have the highest rates of severe disease from COVID-19.

What are we doing to prevent the spread of COVID-19 for research participants?
The following steps protect the health of research participants by reducing the COVID-19 risk:  
· All staff are asked daily about early symptoms of COVID-19.
· All staff are required to be fully vaccinated or tested weekly.
· Research participants are asked about COVID-19 symptoms and potential exposures to COVID-19 before each visit.  
· Research staff and participants must wear a face covering or mask over the nose and mouth.   
· All study team members wash and sanitize hands often.
· Staff may wear additional personal protective equipment (PPE), including gloves, goggles and face shields.
· We maintain social distancing (staying 6 feet or more away from others) between staff and participants whenever possible. We reduce the length and number of in-person visits. 
· We clean and disinfect common areas daily and frequently touched surfaces several times daily. 

What will happen if participants are exposed to COVID-19 while participating in research?
Despite our best efforts, we cannot be sure that you will not be exposed to COVID-19.

If you are exposed to COVID-19 as a result of participation in a research study:
1. You will be notified immediately and given instructions to be tested and quarantine if applicable 
1. Your name will be recorded for contact tracing 

If you are suspected to be positive for COVID-19, there may be last minute changes to how research procedures are performed. Research tests or procedures may be put on hold or stopped, or changed from an in-person visit to a telephone call.

Questions?
If you have questions about COVID-19 and your participation in research, please talk to your study team.

