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POLICY 

It is the policy of Johns Hopkins to maintain an inventory of all hazardous and potentially hazardous biological 
agents or materials used in research at Johns Hopkins. 

This inventory ensures that biological materials are handled within proper biosafety level containment; and provides 
locations of potentially biohazardous agents or materials in the event of an emergency. 

Each Principal Investigator or Laboratory Supervisor shall register all potentially hazardous biological agents or 
materials in their possession by completing the Johns Hopkins “Human Tissue, Infectious Agents, Pathogens, 
Oncogenes or Toxins “ Registration Form and submitting the form to the Biosafety Office in the Division of Health, 
Safety and Environment (HSE). 

Prior to initiating research at Biosafety Level 3, a Standard Operating Procedures Manual shall be compiled by the 
Principal Investigator and approved by the Johns Hopkins Institutional Biosafety Committee or its designee. 

It is the responsibility of Principal Investigators working at Biosafety Level 3 conditions to maintain and regularly 
update a Standard Operating Procedures Manual.  Principal Investigators working at Biosafety Level 3 will also 
ensure that personnel receive annual updates or additional training as necessary for procedural changes in the 
Biosafety Level 3 laboratory.  

The HSE Biosafety Officer shall be notified whenever a new potentially biohazardous agent or material is identified 
or introduced into use. 

REFERENCE 

Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public 
Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and National Institutes of Health, HHS Publication No. (CDC) 21-1112 
Fifth edition, Revised December 2009. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

Health, Safety and Environment Compile and maintain the Registry of Biohazardous Agents and 
Materials. 

Principal Investigator/Lab Manager Register all potentially hazardous biological agents or materials by 
submitting the enclosed form to HSE. 

Institutional Biosafety Committee Review and approve Standard Operating Procedures for research to 
be conducted under Biosafety Level 3 conditions. 

REVIEW CYCLE 

Annually 
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