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AMA Foundation honors Baltimore physician as 
an outstanding leader in medicine

(Chicago, IL) – Jonathan Joel Shepherd, MD, a fellow at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, has been named a recipient of the American Medical Association (AMA) Foundation’s 2011 Leadership Award. This award provides medical students, residents/fellows and early career physicians from around the country with special training to develop their skills as future leaders in organized medicine and community affairs.  
The AMA Foundation honored 30 individuals with the award at its annual Excellence in Medicine Awards ceremony on February 8 in Washington D.C. Presented in association with Pfizer Inc, recipients of the award are recognized for demonstrating outstanding non-clinical leadership skills in advocacy, community service and education.  Dr. Shepherd is one of only three residents/fellows in the nation to receive a leadership award.

A second-year child and adolescent psychiatry fellow, Dr. Shepherd has been selected for the inaugural edition of Who’s Who in Black Baltimore: Celebrating African-American Achievements for his strong dedication to launching programs that address the social ills of our youth. Dr. Shepherd seeks to provide national leadership in the advocacy of quality mental health services for all children. His professional leadership includes service as co-chairperson of the Community Relations Committee for the historic Monumental City Medical Society in Baltimore. His civic involvement includes community-based projects through the Office of Culture and Diversity Competence at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and consultation for the Mario’s

Do Right Foundation, a non-profit serving the needs of children with substance-addicted parents. A man of faith, Dr. Shepherd is an ordained minister in the Church of God in Christ, Inc., and he serves in many leadership capacities at his local church, Carter

Memorial Church of God in Christ.

“As our nation continues to struggle with issues of access, disease prevention and disparities in care, encouraging the next generation of leaders is critical,” said Barney R. Maynard, MD, AMA Foundation President.  “We need individuals like these award recipients who are taking the initiative to tackle health care’s most difficult challenges.”

The AMA Foundation, a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt foundation, is the philanthropic arm of the AMA and is committed to improving the health of Americans through support of quality programs in public health and medical education.  Their programs include grants for free clinics and healthy lifestyles projects, medical student scholarships and health literacy initiatives. Visit www.amafoundation.org to learn more.
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