We generally use diagnosis code 356.9 which is for "Neuropathy, peripheral, unspecified" on our billing sheet.  We generally charge codes 88305 for gross and microscopic evaluation = $210.00.  This includes the Doc reading, evaluating and generating a final summary report.  PGP Immuno is charged under 88342 at $80.00.  Rarely, quantitative nerve assessment is completed under code #88356  at a cost of $500.00.  These prices are per biopsy.  Within the clinic itself, Kaye Carter (Justin's Physicians Assistant) charges $70.00 for performing the first biopsy and $50.00 for each additional biopsy.  The biopsies are sent to 

Dr. Justin McArthur or Peter Hauer

Johns Hopkins Medical University / Meyer building 6-109

600 North Wolfe Street

Baltimore, MD  21287

You may attention (FEDEX) my phone # at 410-955-3254

Generally speaking the protocols sent explain everything, but here is a synopsis of the most important details.

1.  Use PLP fixative and ship priority 1 for arrival next am.  12-24 hr fix is crucial for best immuno results.

2.  Be VERY gentle doing biopsy and handle only by deep dermis.

3.  Best if shipped on wet ice or ice pack.

4.  Don't ship on a Friday to arrive on Saturday (Plan Patient biopsies accordingly).

5.  Fill out ALL Patient ID and Billing Sheets.

6.  e-mail or call me the day you ship to give us a heads up that one is coming.  Sometimes FEDEX loses boxes...

7.  Call me if any ?

If you are planning on sending biopsies to us, the following is what you need to do to properly submit biopsies for clinical workups.  Please call me at 410-955-3254 or page me at 410-283-0222 if you have ANY ? Lately, we have had a flood of people sending in samples without the proper billing info or pre-authorizations. Our billing personnel are telling me that if we don't get the following info., we are to send back the biopsies. Apparantly, it seems the outside hospitals are getting written pre-authorization for them to get paid to do the biopsy, but we are eating the $ on all the chemicals and days of work to process the pathology tests. We must have the Outside Billing Referral Information sheet filled out. All persons wanting us to do clinical tests for them MUST call our billing specialist and set up an account BEFORE any specimens are sent. The insurance companies will not most of the time grant pre-authorization after the fact. The following jpeg attachment is a billing form we have worked out for all outside clinically billed cases. Mary McDermott is our billing specialist and has informed us that we need to have all the blanks filled in BEFORE we can start work on any future cases. She will set up an arrangement with the billing department at your hospital to make sure bills are entered properly. Apparantly, the outside hospital gets billed by us for the entire amount and then the outside hospital in turn bills their patient. Mary's # is 410-955-2266 and her e-mail is mmcderm@jhmi.edu . Please call her to set up a billing account if any clinical biopsies will be sent.  

Regarding fixatives, and handling after the biopsy is done 

Generally, if the location has a lab and will send several biopsies over time, they will make the fix. The samples must be shipped P1 overnite so THEY WILL NOT BE IN FIX FOR EVEN 24 HRS!!! If kept in fix longer than this, they will not stain properly as antigenic determinant sites get covered up. Biopsies must be planned accordingly (IE-not on a Friday afternoon...) Another option that I believe is the best case scenario is that you short fix 8-12 hrs, cryoprotect it, and then send it to us. This insures that the fix will not be too long and also cryoprotects the sample in case it gets too cold in the cargo hold of the jet or the back of the Fedex truck. It would also allow you to hold a few samples for a few days so you could batch ship.  In the summer months, it would also be best if shipped on wet ice.  

