
 
 

Johns Hopkins Pediatric Neurosurgeons are members of the  

Hydrocephalus Clinical Research Network 

 

We are pleased to let our patients and families know that the pediatric neurosurgeons at 

Johns Hopkins Hospital are members of the Hydrocephalus Clinical Research Network 

(HCRN).   The HCRN consists of a group of neurosurgeons at pediatric hospitals 

working together to conduct research aimed at improving the lives of patients and 

families living with hydrocephalus.   

Central to the research being conducted by the HCRN is the Core Data Project, better 

known as the HCRN Registry.  The HCRN Registry is a database of descriptive data 

that includes clinical and surgical information about how hydrocephalus is being treated 

and the outcomes of those treatment decisions.  The HCRN Registry is not an 

interventional study, meaning it does not directly affect the neurosurgical or clinical 

treatment of patients; rather it is observational research, meaning surgeons share 

information about how they are treating their patients and how well their patients are 

doing, such as if they require further surgeries or have any complications such as 

infections.   

The data that is sent to the data coordinating center for the HCRN is confidential and 

secure, meaning it does not include information that identifies your child, such as name 

or medical record number.  The data coordinating center has state of the art security, 

both in their computer systems and in the building which houses the servers, and being 

part of a large academic institution is dedicated to quality research and to the mission of 

the HCRN. 

More information about the HCRN is available on the HCRN website at www.hcrn.org.  

The pediatric neurosurgeons here at Johns Hopkins are excited to be a part of this 

beneficial organization and encourage you to visit the HCRN website to learn more 

about this program, where you can read more about the participating institutions, 

access links to published research articles, and sign up for the blog to receive updates 

on HCRN progress.   By participating in the HCRN Core Data Project we are 

contributing to the shared mission of helping surgeons care for their patients with 

hydrocephalus in the best ways possible. 

 

http://www.hcrn.org/

