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Thirty-five researchers and clinicians attended the first meeting of the Johns Hopkins Patient-centered Medical Home (PCMH) Roundtable. The group included nurses, physicians, and health administrators whose combined reach extends across the state of Maryland. 

Dr. Frederick L. Brancati, Chief of the General Internal Medicine Division, commenced by introducing his vision for the Roundtable. He described a focus on networking within the extended Hopkins family. He has worked with the Roundtable participants on one-off research projects over the years, however new enthusiasm for patient-centeredness in healthcare creates an opportunity for planning over the long-term. He commented on potential opportunities for shared research projects and clinical quality improvement efforts.

The majority of the meeting was spent going around the table and hearing from each participant. The tenor of the introductions was optimistic and more than one participant remarked that he or she was putting names to faces for the first time in ten or twenty years at Johns Hopkins.

Dr. Steve Kravet, the newly appointed president of Johns Hopkins Community Physicians, described the multi-site practice as the largest primary care group in Maryland with 450,000 visits a year – ten times the next largest player. His prediction is that the current pilot study of a PCMH at the Riverside clinic will be a successful partnership of providers and payers. The project, funded by Johns Hopkins HealthCare (JHHC) and CareFirst, will encourage patient-centered care through a per-member-per-month reimbursement and financial quality incentives. The program will elucidate the return on investment for such programs.

Participants of the Roundtable discussed the importance of incorporating advance practice nurses into the PCMH model, both as trainees and as primary care providers. As Dr. Julie Stanik-Hutt, Associate Professor in the School of Nursing, pointed out, the state of Massachusetts has experienced a shortfall in primary care providers.  Dr. Robert Kritzler, Chief Medical Officer at JHHC, also noted that Kaiser has incorporated PharmD’s, Physical and Occupational therapists, and Behavioral Health counselors in patient-centered initiatives. 

Patricia Brown JD, President of JHHC, recalled that the goal of creating an Integrated Delivery System at Hopkins was first discussed fifteen years ago. She asked whether providers can deliver a unified message of commitment to the patient. Is it possible to make healthcare seamless to the patient and, in the process, save money and save primary care?

The group will meet again in mid-June. The topic of discussion will be the success of the Guided Care program, presented by Principal Investigator Chad Boult. For more information on this program, or on PCMH in general, see the useful links section.

