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Education and training

1974–79
High school (field: humanistic) at the Liceo Classico Statale “Adolfo Pansini”, Naples, Italy. Graduate July 31, 1979 (score 57/60).

1980–88
School of Medicine and Surgery, University of Naples Federico II, Naples, Italy. M.D. degree, October 3, 1988 (score 110 cum laude/110).

1986–88
Intern, Department of Medicine (Chairman: Prof. Mario Condorelli), University of Naples Federico II, Naples, Italy.

1988–91
Resident, Division of Allergology and Clinical Immunology (Director: Prof. Mario Ricci), University of Florence, Florence, Italy.

1990
Visiting scientist, Division of Clinical Immunology (Director: Lawrence M. Lichtenstein, M.D., Ph.D.), The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland (March 22–June 22).

1991–96
Ph.D. school of Broncho-pneumology (Coordinator: Prof. Paolo Altucci; Tutor: Prof. Gianni Marone), Second University of Naples, Caserta, Italy. Ph.D. Degree Oct. 1996

1990–93
Postdoctoral fellow, Division of Clinical Immunology and Allergology (Director: Prof. Gianni Marone), University of Naples Federico II, Naples, Italy.

1992 Visiting scientist, Johns Hopkins Asthma and Allergy Center, Division of Clinical Immunology (Director: Lawrence M. Lichtenstein, M.D., Ph.D.), The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland  (July 1–September 30).

1993–97
Postdoctoral fellow, Johns Hopkins Asthma and Allergy Center, Division of Clinical Immunology, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland (Mentor: Dr. Robert P. Schleimer).

Professional Experience

1997-99
Visiting Assistant Professor, Johns Hopkins Asthma and Allergy Center, Division of 
Clinical Immunology, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland.

1998-
At-term Professor, Division of Clinical Immunology and Allergology (Director: Prof. 
Gianni Marone), University of Naples Federico II, Naples, Italy.
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Extramural Sponsorship

As Principal Investigator:

1) NIH RO1 AI44242-01 "Regulation of C-C Chemokines in Human Airway Epithelium”, from 4/1/2000 to 3/31/2005, now in 1 year no-cost extension status until 3/31/2006.  Direct cost 175,000 $/year, 90 % effort.

2) NIH RO1 AI060990 “Role of the RNA-binding protein HuR in Allergic Inflammation”, from 4/1/2005 to 12/31/2009, direct cost 250,000/yr, 90% effort.

3) 2004 AAAAI/Aventis Women Physician in Allergy Junior Faculty Development Award, “Posttranscriptional Gene Regulation in Allergic Inflammation: Role of the RNA-binding Protein HuR”, 40,000/yr for two years (2004-2005).

As Co-investigator:

1) NIH RO1 AI41463 “Regulation of IL-4 in cells involved in allergic disease”, 10 % effort; Principal Investigator: Vincenzo Casolaro, M.D., Ph.D.

Teaching and Mentoring Activities

1998-1999
Small group discussion leader ("small group discussions on immediate hypersensitivity") for the second year medical students  - JHU School of Medicine.

1999 – to date
At-term Professor, Division of Clinical Immunology and Allergology (Director: 


Prof. Gianni Marone), University of Naples Federico II, Naples, Italy.

1999

Mentoring for Nikki Buckley, 1st year Ph.D. student of the JHU program in 


Cellular and Molecular Medicine, during a 3-month rotation of laboratory work on 

the effect of glucocorticoids on eotaxin mRNA stability.

1999-2000
Lectures on the Pathophysiology of Asthma for the Pharmaceutical Preceptorship Program in the Division of Clinical Immunology.

1999-to date
Lectures on chemokine and chemokine receptor biology in the Orientation Conference Series for the new postdoctoral fellows in the Division of Clinical Immunology.

2001
Mentoring for Jacqueline Nguyen, student (graduating 2001) at Long Reach High School, Technology Magnet Program, during a 3-month rotation of laboratory experience on the role of the transcription factor CP2 on transcriptional activation of the eotaxin gene.

2001
Mentoring for Naba Bakar, student (graduating 2002) at Dulaney Valley High School, during a 3-month rotation of laboratory experience on the role of the CCR3 chemokine receptor in promoting gene expression in airway epithelial cells.

2003-05
Mentoring for S. Yukiko Asaki, a student at St. Mary’s College of Maryland, during summer rotations (May-August) of laboratory experience on various projects (the role of the CCR3 chemokine receptor in promoting proliferation and chemotaxis in airway epithelial cells, and studies on IL-13 mRNA turnover).

2004-2005
Mentoring (eight months) for Dr. Nikki Heller, Post-doctoral fellow working on the effect of glucocorticoids on endothelial cell chemokine gene expression

2004- to date
Mentoring for Dr. Jinshui Fan, Post-doctoral fellow working on posttranscriptional regulation of inflammatory genes

Editorial Activities

Peer Review for: 
Allergy

Anesthesiology



American Journal of Respiratory Cell and Molecular Biology



Inflammation Research



Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology



Journal of Immunology



Journal of Leukocyte Biology

Reviewer for the Wellcome Trust University Award (2000)

Clinical Activities - Certification

1989
Unrestricted licence to practice of Medicine and Surgery in the European Community, University of Naples Federico II, Naples, Italy.

1990
Passed the basic and clinical science components of the Foreign Medical Graduate Examination in the Medical Sciences (FMGEMS) (Rome, Italy, January 15–16).

1991 European board in Allergology and Clinical Immunology, University of Florence, Florence, Italy (October 4; score 70 cum laude/70).

Professional Societies

1997 -        Member, American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology.

Honors and Awards

1989
Investigator Award, Roussel Institute (Milan, Italy).

1990
Extended Scholarship Award, the UCB Institute of Allergy (Brussels, Belgium).

1992
Research fellowship, National Research Council (CNR, Rome, Italy).

1993
Fogarty International Fellowship, Public Health Service (Bethesda, Maryland).

1995
Finalist, “The Respiratory 2000 International Young Investigator Award”, Schering- Plough International (Milan, Italy).

1997
The 1997 Cytokine Abstract Award for the Best Abstract for Fellows- in-Training presented in the Field of Cytokine Research at the Joint Meeting of American Academy of Asthma, Allergy and Immunology/American Association of Immunologists/Clinical Immunology Society, S. Francisco, February 21-26.

1998
Fellowship from the Pharmacia Allergy Research Foundation.

2004
American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology/Aventis Women Physician in Allergy Junior Faculty Development Award (2 year support).

Invited Talks

September  1997 
Great Lakes Pulmonary Conference, Niagara-On the-Lake, Ontario, CA - "Production of C-C chemokines in the airways: potential role in allergic diseases".
February 1998
54th American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology, Washington, DC, "Pathophysiology of Contrast Media Reactions" in joint AAAAI/EAACI Symposium.

November 1999
1999 Autumn Immunology Conference, Chicago, "Epithelial-derived 



Chemokines and Asthma".

December 1999 
Congress on: The Anti-asthmatic Actions and Selectivity of Inhaled Steroids, Palm Beach, FL, "Blockade of Chemokine Production/function as an Example of Anti-inflammatory actions".

March 2001

57th American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology, New Orleans, 


LA, "Effects of Corticosteroids on eosinophil-specific chemokine 




expression in the airways" in MOA Interest Section Symposium.

January 2003
University of Maryland School of Medicine, Baltimore, MD, Guest Speaker at the Departimental Seminar Series, “Unraveling the Role of Post-transcriptional regulation in Chemokine Biology: a Study on the CC Chemokine, Eotaxin”.

July 2003
Congress on: Inhaled Corticosteroids in the Treatment of Asthma and COPD,   Le Parker Meridien, New York, NY, “ Posttranscriptional and Non-genomic Effects of Glucocorticoids”.

May 2004
Frontiers in Medicine Course, Johns Hopkins Asthma and Allergy Center, Baltimore, “Chemokines: multi-tasking molecules in allergic inflammation”.

January 2005
Guest Speaker at the Seminar Series of the Laboratory of Cellular and Molecular Biology, NIA, NIH, Baltimore, “Understanding Chemokines: Multi-tasking Molecules in Airway Inflammation”.

March 2005
RNA Focus Group, University of Maryland, Baltimore, “Posttranscriptional Chemokine Gene Regulation and the RNA-binding Protein HuR in Allergic Inflammation”.
May 2005

American Thoracic Society 2005 Intl. Conference, San Diego, “Regulation of Airway Epithelial Chemokine Expression by Alteration in mRNA Stability: The Role of the RNA-binding Protein HuR in Allergic Inflammation”, in Symposium “Gene Expression: Beyond Transcription Factors”.
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