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Students and Fellows Mentored by Dr. Vonakis:   
 Pre-doctoral mentoring 
1.  Peter Benjamin, summer intern 1995, 1997 at NIAMS in the laboratory of Dr. Henry 
Metzger.  Presented a poster at the end of the summer on his work at NIH Summer 
Student Research Day, co-author on manuscript:  J. Biol. Chem., 276, 1041-1050, (2001).  
M.D. 2005 from Washington University Medical School.  Currently a resident in Internal 
Medicine, Johns Hopkins Hospital. 
 
2.  Scott Gibbons, Jr., summer research assistant 2000 and 2001 in the laboratory of Dr. 
Susan MacDonald, co-author on four manuscripts.  Received a B.A. in Biology from 
Saint Mary’s College, May 2001.  A Senior Research Technician in my laboratory (2001-
2004), currently a Territory Manager for Q-Sense, Inc. and in the Cellular and Molecular 
Biology M.S. program at Towson University. 
 
3.  Masashi Rottè, Senior Research Thesis and research assistant, Spring and Summer 
semesters, 2001 in the laboratory of Dr. Susan MacDonald while completing an 
undergraduate degree in Biomedical Engineering at JHU (received May 2001, 
concurrently with a B.A. in Biology from Gaucher College). Co-author on manuscript: J. 
Immunol., 175:4543-4554 (2005).   Currently attending Temple University Medical 
School. 
 
4.  Elizabeth Brothers Sillman, summer research assistant, 2002 in my laboratory, 
received a B.A. in Biology and Chemistry from Immaculata University, May 2004, Co-
author on manuscript: J. Immunol., 175:4543-4554 (2005); completed the Master’s 
program at Case Western Reserve in Bioethics, May 2006. 
 
5.  Seok Chan Kim, research independent study for academic credit and research 
assistant, Fall 2002-Spring 2004 in my laboratory, received a B.S. in Biomedical 
Engineering, Johns Hopkins University, May 2004, co-author on manuscript: J. 
Immunol., 175:4543-4554 (2005); received a MS in Biomedical Engineering at Case 
Western Reserve in 2007. 
 
6.  Eric Jabart, research assistant, Fall 2003 -Spring 2004 semesters in my laboratory, 
received a B.S. in Biomedical Engineering, Johns Hopkins University, May 2004, 
completed the Master’s program at Johns Hopkins University in Chemical Engineering, 
May 2006, currently in the UC-Berkeley/UCSF joint Bioengineering PhD program. 
 
7.  Andrew Lee, research independent study for academic credit, Fall 2004 -Spring 2005 
in my laboratory, B.S. in Biomedical Engineering from Johns Hopkins University, May 
2005, completed the Master’s program in Physiology, Johns Hopkins University, May 
2006, currently a pre-CERTA fellow, NIH. 
 
8.  Hyeyoun Chang, research independent study for academic credit, Fall 2004 -Spring 
2005 in my laboratory, B.S. in Cellular and Molecular Biology from Johns Hopkins 
University, May 2005, Co-author on manuscript: J. Allergy Clin. Immunol. 119:441-448 
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(2007).  Senior Research Technician in my laboratory (2005-2006); currently in the PhD 
program for Biological Sciences at George Washington University. 
 
9.  Eric Lin, research independent study for academic credit, Summer 2006-Fall 2007 in 
my laboratory, currently majoring in Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering at Johns 
Hopkins University. 
 
10.  Neha Bajwa, research independent study, Fall 2006 in my laboratory, currently 
majoring in Biomedical Engineering at Johns Hopkins University. 
 
11. Di Chen, Final Year Project Thesis, Feb. 2007-June 2007 (full-time), B.S. in 
Biological Sciences, June 2007, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, currently 
an industry research associate in Singapore, accepted into the Master of Intellectual 
Property program at Franklin Pierce Law Center, NH. 
 
12.  Jean-Ives Tano, Summer 2007, B.A. In Biology, University of Michigan, May 2007, 
currently in the PhD program in Biomedical Sciences, (Concentration in Infection, 
Immunity and Transplantation) University of Toledo College of Medicine. 
 
13.  Tiffany Link, M.D.-Ph.D. student in Dr. Michael Caterina’s lab, JHU Biological 
Chemistry Department, Co-mentor from August 2006-present. 
 
14.  Jean Suh, research independent study for academic credit, Fall 2007 – Spring 2008 in 
my laboratory, currently  majoring in Biophysics and Applied Mathematics at Johns 
Hopkins University. 
 
15.  Han Sun, Final Year Project Thesis, Jan. 2008-present (full-time), B.S. in Biological 
Sciences, July 2008, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. 
 
16.  Yu-Cherng (Channing) Chang, research independent study, Fall 2008 semester, 
currently majoring in Biomedical Engineering at Johns Hopkins University 
 
Post-doctoral mentoring 
 
1.  Smruti Killedar, post-doctoral fellow, March 2005-August 2006, in my laboratory, 
Ph.D. in Zoology from M.S. University of Baroda, India, May 1990, currently an 
Instructor in Medicine, Dept. of Medicine, University of Rochester. 
 
2.  Jill- Desiree Brederson, postdoctoral fellow in Dr. Michael Caterina’s lab, JHU 
Biological Chemistry Department, Co-mentor July 2005-October 2006, Ph.D. in 
Pharmacology from the University of Minnesota, 2005, currently a Senior Research 
Electrophysiologist at Abbott Laboratories, Chicago, IL.  
 


