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BALTO. CO. MAN GETS 30-YEAR

SENTENCE FOR BABY’S DEATH
Brian M. Savage, convicted of killing his
girlfriend’s 15-month-old baby during what
prosecutors said was a vicious beating, has
been sentenced to the maximum penalty of
30 years in prison. In December, a Baltimore
County jury found Savage guilty of second-
degree murder and child abuse resulting in
death. THE BALTIMORE SUN

POLICE ID MAN KILLED
IN DOUBLE SHOOTING
City police identified a man who was fatally

K3 o222

NICOLE QUINN, RESEARCH SPECIALIST AT
JOHNS HOPKINS MEDICINE, RUNS SAMPLES
THROUGH A DIRECT TUBE SAMPLING SYS-
TEM TO CHECK FOR SEXUALLY TRANSMIT-
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shot Sunday afternoon in East Baltimore as
23-year-old Mark Saunders of the 2800
block of Pelham Ave. Two men were sitting
in a car in the Darley Park neighborhood
when they were approached by a man who
shot at the victims through the car window,
police said. Officers were called to the scene
about 3:30 p.m. and found Saunders suf-
fering from gunshot wounds. He was taken
to Johns Hopkins Hospital, where he was
pronounced dead. A second man was also
struck and was taken to a local hospital with
non-life-threatening injuries. THE BALTI-
MORE SUN
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Take-home tests

Website offers free kits, information on STDs

Up to half of sexually active

young people will get a sexu-

ally transmitted disease by age
25, yet many don’t seek testing because it
may be hard, costly or embarrassing.

Public health officials nationally and
in particularly affected cities such as
Baltimore, however, say they’ve found a
method that seems to address the major
hurdles — a website that supplies free in-
home testing kits for three of the most
commonly reported STDs: gonorrhea,
chlamydia and trichomoniasis.

“The highest prevalence is in young
adults, and we knew we had to reach
these kids,” said Charlotte A. Gaydos, a
professor of infectious diseases at Johns
Hopkins University. “They were always
on the Internet, and now, on their smart
phones. They weren’t going to ask their
mothers to take them to a clinic.”

Gaydos helped develop the program
called I Want the Kit, and its website,
iwantthekit.org, which now serves pri-
marily teens and young adults in Mary-
land, Washington, West Virginia, parts of
Tllinois, and in Denver and Philadelphia.

MD. BLAMES BOOTS FOR
SPREAD OF ROCK SNOT ALGAE

I Want the Kit holds promise in
increasing testingand spreading informa-
tion about STDs and their consequences,
said Dr. Charlotte Kent, a branch chief in
the Centers for Disease Control’s Divi-
sion of STD Prevention.

The program was set up to be easy, said
Gaydos. People can get to the website
through Facebook or with a phone app
that reads barcodes on a brochure, which
have been left in schools and clinics. Kits
are mailed in a plain envelope with the
swab, questionnaire, information about
STDs and consent form.

Patients are given an identification
number and passcode to get their results
by phone in two weeks. Appointments
are made in a local clinic of the patient’s
choice for those who test positive — up to
13 percent depending on the gender and
STD. About 3,500 young people, most

younger than 23, have gotten tests from
the site, some more than once.

Gaydos expects an uptick in kit users
in April, national sexually transmitted
infections awareness month. THE BALTI-
MORE SUN

UNION LEADERS PLAN RALLY
TO SUPPORT WIS. LABORERS

Maryland is about to become the first

state to enforce a ban on felt-soled fish-

ing boots, the type of footgear an invasive
algae called didymo, also called “rock snot,”
uses to hitchhike from stream to stream.
The state Department of Natural Resources
plans to prohibit wading with felt soles start-
ing March 2l to curb the spread of invasive
organisms that can get trapped in the damp
fibers and carried from one body of water to
another. Similar bans will take effect April |
in Vermont and next year in Alaska. AP
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Several of the largest Maryland state
employee groups plan to rally in Annapolis
on Tuesday to show solidarity with Wiscon-
sin employees, who are protesting the effort
by Republican Gov. Scott Walker to take
away collective-bargaining rights from pub-
lic-sector unions. While the efforts of Walker
and Wisconsin’s Republican state legisla-
ture would be unlikely to find much legisla-
tive support in deeply Democratic Maryland,
union leaders here say it reflects a rising
national trend. THE BALTIMORE SUN

b free daily



	BE0222ALLT01
	BE0222ALLT02
	BE0222ALLT03
	BE0222ALLT04
	BE0222ALLT05
	BE0222ALLT06
	BE0222ALLT07
	BE0222ALLT08
	BE0222ALLT09
	BE0222ALLT10
	BE0222ALLT11
	BE0222ALLT12
	BE0222ALLT13
	BE0222ALLT14
	BE0222ALLT15
	BE0222ALLT16
	BE0222ALLT17
	BE0222ALLT18
	BE0222ALLT19
	BE0222ALLT20

