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mission was 1o

promote research and

educanon in cancer

and related disorders,

with a focus on human
. disease. We are bound
by this mission to pro:
vide specialized patient
treatment reflecring

the latest scientific and

technological achieve-
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ments, and develop/

effective methods of

disease detection and

prevention.”
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(_Aey were pioneers in the true

sense of the word-blazing a trail for
new study of a medical menace and
quickly ¢cranslating what they
jearned into patient care. When the
National Cancer Act was signed in
December of 1971, under Dr.
Owens’ leadership, this small group
of gifted and dedicated physicians
was poised to take action. Their mis-
sion was to bring a comprehensive
cancer center to Baltimore. They
faced tremendous opposition. Tt was
a unique prmaple—a hospital built
around treatment and: research of
¢his group of diseases known as can-
cer. The medical community was not
ready for this change of philosophy.
But Dr. Owens believed that this
was just the type of atmosphere that
would be needed to successﬁllly treat

cancer. “Cancer is a challengmg sc1—
entific and,socml problem of great

magmtude, he atgued “The

 inevitability of cancer hangs over
- much of society, Research cures can-

H .
A Man With A Mission

cer; science will
show us the
way to control
these diseases.
Addressing a
major social
problem, I
would say, is a
quite proper
pursuit for any
university.”
Despite what
seemed to be
insurmountable

Dwens, 1y

Y

ﬂllrlllg my vear

Dean of I'he Johy
Fl(lpkinq School ¢
ﬂledkine.lﬁnu”.m
(,C‘(rihﬁ(]thr")m(,J,,
Center as Johns |
Hopkins medicine ir
microcosm, becays,
Center is character zec
by a superb balance f
excellent patient car.
innovative research 4.

education.

Dr. Richard §. Ross
Dean Emeritus

The Jobns Hopkins
School of Medicine

obstacles, his conviction gained
approval for a comprehensive cancer
center at Johns Hopkins.

U%n the Center opened in

April 1977, Dr. Owens brought
together a diverse group of special-

" ists working in collaboration with

the dual goal of developing better
creatments for cancer and gaining an

understanding of its causes.
He consistently pushed the
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limits—always willing to explore
something new or untried. It was
this cutting-edge philosophy that
quickly earned the Oncology Center
its lasting reputation as one of the
finest university-based cancer centers
in the world. The Oncology Center

was a frontrunner in all aspects of

cancer treatment and research,
attracting patients, as well as scien-

25 ~ tists, from all over the world.

@ Owens created an atmo-

- sphere where new ideas could flour-
ish. Young investigators were given

the freedom to explore novel
i approaches, many of which devel-

oped into the ‘Center'’s greatest
accomphshments The Center was

ﬁrmly placed on the frontier, devel-

oping the treatments that are com-
monly used today.

It was this widely-acclaimed
success in making the Johns
Hopkins Oncology Center a national
model that earned Dr, Owens an

appointment as President of the
Johns Hopkins Hospital in 1986.
However, it was his undying dedica-
tion and commitment to the Center
and its quest to unravel the myster-
ies of cancer that led him to resign
the presidency and return to the
helm of the Oncology Center.
Respected as a world leader in
oncology, Dr. Owens has given the
world findings that represent some
of the most in-
N

more contributions to

depth knowledge

about cancer and
its causes and the advancement of

' cancer treatment than
Dr. Albert Owens.
Through his efforts,

the Johns Hopkins

introduced the
most innovative
therapies. This
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United States, if not

the world.
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The National Coalition
for Cancer Research, the
American Association of
Cancer Institutes and
visiting professorships at
the country’s best medi-
cal institutions. When

the Governor of

Maryland established a ‘

consortium to address
the high cancer rates in
Maryland, it was Dr.
Owens he called upon to
head it.

A Man With A Mission

ﬂ r. Albert Owens has
made the Johns Hopkins
_ Oncology Center a
source of pride for the
State of Maryland. I have
relied heavily on his
guidance in tackling the
high cancer rates in
Maryland. I believe his
efforts will be of major
importance as we all join
together in the fight
agai\ns't‘thi\s troubling

disease.

Governor Willian:
' Donald Schaefer
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%der his leadership, the Johns

Hopkins Oncology Center continues
to leave its mark on medical history.
As we celebrate the 15¢th anniversary

of the Center, we also celebrate che
contributions of Dr, Albert H,
Owens, Jr., founder of this Center
and a leader of the nation’s campaign

against cancer,
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